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Female veterans 
defy Republican 
voting trend, seek 
political office 


By Hope Yen 

AND Jennifer McDermott 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — It had been months 
since retired Lt. Cmdr. Michele Fitz¬ 
patrick paid attention to news coverage. 
She was turned off by President Donald 
Trump’s tweetstorms and attacks on crit¬ 
ics such as the late Republican Sen. John 
McCain, a war hero. But as the November 
midterm elections approached, she fired 
up her laptop. 

A member of the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy’s Class of 1980, the first to in¬ 
clude women, Fitzpatrick began research¬ 
ing candidates and poring over issues. On 
Election Day, she voted without hesitation: 
all Democrat. 

“I just don’t think what’s happening 
now is helpful,” 
Insido: Fitzpatrick, of Gro- 

ton, Conn., said in 

■ AP poll: a telephone inter- 

Almnqt in pointing to the 

MIlllUbL O 111 negative discourse 

10 VOtOrSnS in Washington. “It’s 

\/ntorl nnP almost like watching 

■ kids and bullies on 

in midtorms, the playground in- 

Pggg g stead of people actu- 

o ally doing something 

about helping this 
country to survive and to thrive.” 

That’s hardly a startling view from a 
Democrat these days. But from a military 
vet? 

The face of the U.S. military and its vet¬ 
erans, long seen as a bastion of support for 
Republicans, is changing — and perhaps, 
too, is their political bent. 

Veterans by and large did vote for GOP 
candidates on Nov. 6, affirming Trump’s 
frequent claim that they stand among his 
strongest backers. But more women are 
joining the military, and they are buck¬ 
ing the pattern, according to data from AP 
VoteCast. 

Fitzpatrick, 60, recalled suppressing her 
opinions as a young, “hard-core Democrat” 
in an overwhelmingly Republican military 
but finding other ways to promote change, 
such as supporting other female cadets. 

Now, women in the military are 
helping elect new Democratic law¬ 
makers and are spurring discussion 
on once little-mentioned topics such 
as sexual harassment and women in 
combat roles. As political candidates, 

SEE TREND ON PAGE 6 



African air forces band together as 
Pentagon scales back ground mission 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

iolent extremism and other security 
issues continue to threaten stability 
in many African countries, air force 
officials on the continent say, despite 


U.S. plans to trim back Pentagon commitments 
and foreign aid in some areas. 

This month, U.S. national security adviser John 
Bolton unveiled the Trump administration’s strat¬ 
egy in Africa, focused on countering the rapidly 
SEE VOID ON PAGE 4 


U.S. Army Spc. George lliou, with 
the East Africa Response Force, 
patrols during an exercise at Camp 
Lemonnier, Djibouti, on Dec. 13. 

CORBAN LuNDBORG 

Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 
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Germany mulls foreign recrnits for its military 



Jane ScHMiDT/Bundeswehr 


German and Lithuanian soldiers participate in the Engineer Thunder exercise in 2017. Germany recently announced it is 
considering beefing up its military with foreign citizens. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany—The German 
military, plagued by a shortage of recruits, 
is considering accepting foreign citizens to 
help fill out the ranks, the country’s top sol¬ 
dier said Thursday. 

“In times of skilled labor shortage, we 
have to look in all directions,” Gen. Eb- 
erhard Zorn, Germany’s chief of defense, 
told the country’s Funke Media Group. 

Zorn said the military is particularly in¬ 
terested in recruiting foreign nationals to 
fill jobs such as doctors and information 
technology specialists. However, a much 
broader enlistment campaign could be 
under way. 

Der Spiegel, a prominent German maga¬ 
zine, reported Thursday that internal gov¬ 
ernment documents reveal that Defense 
Minister Ursula von der Leyen wants to 
bolster the force by tapping into the coun¬ 
try’s large population of Poles, Romanians 
and Italians. 

In Germany, there are about 255,000 
Poles, 185,000 Italians and 155,000 Roma¬ 
nians between the age of 18 and 40. 

Attracting a portion of that group could 
generate about 50,000 possible new appli¬ 
cants, Der Spiegel reported, citing the gov¬ 
ernment documents. 

Other world militaries recruit or accept 
foreign applicants under certain criteria, 
including the United States and Australia. 
US. nationals have also served in foreign 
militaries such as the French Foreign 
Legion. 

The German plan would allow only resi¬ 
dents of European Union countries to join 
the German ranks. Recruits also would 
need to be fluent in German. 

The push comes more than seven years 
after Germany did away with compulsory 
military service, which ended in 2011. 
Since then, Germany has struggled to 
build out its all-volunteer force, which now 
stands at roughly 180,000 troops. 

A robust economy and a general histori¬ 


cal reluctance to enlist in the military are 
among the obstacles to boosting recruit¬ 
ment. Unlike in the US., where military 
service ranks as one of the most respected 
professions, many Germans are ambiva¬ 
lent about their own military. The mixed 
feelings are deeply ingrained and stem 
from the country’s militaristic past and 
crushing defeat in World War II. 

Still, Germany has sought to establish 


a more substantial role on the world stage 
during the past several years and has 
gradually increased its military spending. 
Leaders in Berlin have called for a more 
assertive foreign policy and emphasized 
the need for Germany to get more involved 
in global security debates. 

Von der Leyen also has sought to reverse 
a post-Cold War slide in defense spending, 
troop numbers and overall military readi¬ 


ness. But the country still falls short of a 
NATO defense spending benchmark that 
calls for all allies to dedicate 2 percent of 
gross domestic product to military mat¬ 
ters. Germany’s persistent shortcomings 
have been a source of tension with Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump, who frequently blasts 
Germany as a security free-rider. 

vandiver.john(i)stripes.com 

Twitter: (I>john_vandiver 
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Kealii De Los SANTOs/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


A Marine watches from a CH-53E Super Stallion helicopter during 
training aboard the USS Wasp in the South China Sea in October. The 
U.S. is urging allies to boost military presence in the South China Sea. 


US urges allies to boost 
S. China Sea presence 


By Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

The Pentagon is urging Ameri¬ 
ca’s Pacific allies to increase their 
military presence in the South 
China Sea in line with its own ef¬ 
forts to confront China. 

Randy Schriver, the assistant 
secretary of defense for Asian and 
Pacific affairs, made the call dur¬ 
ing a recent interview with The 
Australian newspaper. 

Chinese influence operations 
in the South Pacific, which have 
included donations to politicians 
and financing infrastructure proj¬ 
ects in small island nations, have 
caught the attention of officials in 
Australia and New Zealand, and 
Schriver warned that the commu¬ 
nists may want to establish mili¬ 
tary bases in the South Pacific. 

“I think what could potentially 
bring more pressure on the Chi¬ 
nese is other partners and allies 
joining in these activities [in the 
South China Sea],” he said. “If 
not freedom-of-navigation opera¬ 
tions ... just joint patrols, presence 
operations.” 

U.S. freedom-of-navigation op¬ 
erations are a challenge to Chinese 
territorial ambitions that have 
seen military facilities and equip¬ 
ment such as aircraft and missiles 
placed on artificial islands claimed 
by neighboring nations. 

American ships involved in the 
operations have clashed with Chi¬ 
nese vessels. In August, for ex¬ 
ample, a Chinese warship almost 
collided with the USS Decatur, a 
destroyer, near the disputed Sprat¬ 
ly Islands. 

“There have been several public 
accounts of Australian activities in 
the South China Sea and some of 
the assertive challenges [to Aus¬ 
tralia] from China,” Schriver said. 

In April, three Royal Australian 
ships transiting the South China 
Sea on their way to Vietnam were 
harassed by Chinese navy vessels. 

In September, the HMAS Mel¬ 
bourne, a guided-missile frig¬ 
ate, traveled through the Taiwan 
Strait. The USS Mustin and the 
USS Benfold had passed through 
the strait two months earlier. 

Schriver told The Australian 
that other U.S. allies, including 
Britain, France and Canada, have 
enhanced their military activities 
in the South China Sea. 

“We’ve seen a lot more activity 


from other interested parties be¬ 
cause I think there is recognition 
that an erosion of international law 
and norms in the South China Sea 
has implications globally,” he said. 

U.S. allies are likely to respond 
favorably to the call to get tougher 
on China, said Paul Buchanan, an 
American security analyst based 
in Auckland, New Zealand. 

Australia and New Zealand, 
mqjor trading partners of China, 
are balancing economic and de¬ 
fense relationships he said. 

“[The Australians] have to walk 
a tightrope with the Chinese but, 
as of late, they have been a lot 
more forceful in pushing back,” 
Buchanan said, noting the recent 
moves to establish a military base 
on Manus Island, off the coast of 
Papua New Guinea, and the ban on 
Chinese telecom company Huawei 
participating in new 5G services 
in Australia and New Zealand. 

The moves haven’t been met 
with major blowback from China, 
Buchanan added. 

“China may realize that what is 
happening is that they are shoring 
up a defensive alliance, whereas 
before there were differences [be¬ 
tween America and its allies],” 
he said. “Now there seems to be 
a coordinated effort to push back 
... particularly in the South China 
Sea [where China’s behavior] ... is 
seen as egregious.” 

In contrast to the Western pow¬ 
ers, Japan’s relations with China 
are thawing. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe agreed with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in October to 
resume mutual naval visits. 

Japan’s Maritime Self-De¬ 
fense Force may join the Chinese 
navy’s fleet review in April, the 
Japan Times newspaper reported 
recently. 

The visit to the city of Qingdao 
marking the 70th anniversary of 
the founding of China’s navy 
would be the first by a Japanese 
warship since 2011, the newspaper 
reported. 

U.S. Navy officials did not in¬ 
dicate whether an American ship 
would participate. 

“As a matter of policy, we do not 
discuss future operations,” Pa¬ 
cific Fleet spokeswoman Navy Lt. 
Rachel McMarr said in an email 
Friday. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: SethRobsonl 


Milius command master 
chief is relieved of duty 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The com¬ 
mand master chief of the 7th Fleet’s USS Milius 
destroyer was relieved of duty on Friday for “mis¬ 
conduct,” the Navy said. 

Task Force 70 commander Rear Adm. Karl 
Thomas removed Master Chief Petty Officer Jason 
Pick “due to misconduct identified during an ongo¬ 
ing investigation,” said Task Force 70 spokesman 
Lt. Cmdr. Matt Knight. 

Knight did not reveal the nature of the miscon¬ 
duct nor did he give details about the investigation. 
He said Pick has been reassigned temporarily to 
Destroyer Squadron 15. 

As command master chief. Pick served as the 
highest-ranked enlisted leader on the Milius. 

Pick began his career in 1997 as a flight-deck 
plane handler on the aircraft carrier USS Carl Vin¬ 


son, later climbing the ranks 
while serving on the carriers 
USS Lincoln, USS Constella¬ 
tion and USS Nimitz. Prior to 
joining the Milius in 2016, Pick 
spent four years aboard the 
carrier USS Ronald Reagan, 
where he earned the rank of 
master chief, according to the 
Navy. 

The Milius came to Yoko- 
Pick suka Naval Base last summer 

from its previous homeport 
of San Diego. The ship’s repositioning helped fill a 
gap in destroyers in the Pacific after two 7th Fleet 
destroyers — the USS Fitzgerald and the USS Mc¬ 
Cain — were damaged severely in separate, deadly 
crashes in 2017. 


doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 



Commander at Iwakuni orders 
minimum flight ops during holiday 



Donato MAFFiN/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


A Marine Corps F-35B Lightning II with Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 121 lands at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, 
in 2017. Military flights at Iwakuni were ordered to be kept at a 
minimum during the New Year holiday. 


By Joseph Ditzler 
Stars and Stripes 

Military flights at a Marine 
Corps air station in Japan will be 
kept to a minimum around the 
New Year, according to a state¬ 
ment Friday from the installa¬ 
tion’s commander. 

In recognition of the holiday, 
“only the absolute minimum level 
of mission-essential flight activ¬ 
ity will be permitted” at Marine 
Corps Air Station Iwakuni on Jan. 
1-3, said the statement by Col. 
Richard Fuerst. 

Fuerst’s order does not affect 
commercial flights, the statement 
said. Iwakuni Kintaikyo Airport, 
which serves the city of Iwakuni, 
uses the air station’s runway. 

The order is a departure from 
previous years’ practices and 
recognizes the holiday’s impor¬ 
tance to the surrounding commu¬ 
nity, the statement said. Fuerst 
consulted with the city and “part¬ 
nering military commands” in 
crafting the order. 

The Japan Maritime Self-De¬ 
fense Force shares the installa¬ 
tion with the Marines. 

A corporal manning the phones 
Friday afternoon at MCAS Iwaku¬ 
ni Communication Strategy and 
Operations said no one was avail¬ 
able to comment further on the 
order. An email query to III Ma¬ 
rine Expeditionary Force was not 
answered Friday. 

An increase in aircraft num¬ 
bers at the air station the past 
two years raised concern from 
its host city about additional noise 
from flight operations. 

The recent relocation of Car¬ 
rier Wing 5 from Naval Air Facil¬ 
ity Atsugi more than doubled the 
number of aircraft at Iwakuni. 
The carrier wing deploys with 
the aircraft carrier USS Ronald 
Reagan, home-ported at Yokosu¬ 


ka Naval Base. 

Just ahead of the carrier wing, 
F-35B Lightning II stealth fight¬ 
ers — short takeoff/vertical land¬ 
ing aircraft flown by Marine 
Fighter Attack Squadron 121 
— arrived at Iwakuni in January 
2017. 

Iwakuni City Mayor Yoshihiko 
Fukuda in August 2016 prom¬ 
ised the city would use data from 
a demonstration by an EA-18G 
Growler to ensure “noise and 
safety precautions” were in place 
before the wing arrived. 

The Growler — an F/A-18F 
Super Hornet modified for elec¬ 
tronic warfare — recorded noise 
levels as high as 97 decibels about 
a half-mile from base and 105.5 
decibels on base. A subway train 
can produce about 100 decibels. 


Earlier this month, Fukuda 
asked without success that MCAS 
Iwakuni suspend flight opera¬ 
tions following a midair collision 
Dec. 6 that killed six of seven 
Iwakuni-based Marines aboard 
an F/A-18 Hornet fighter and a 
KC-130J Hercules refueler dur¬ 
ing nighttime training over the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Fukuda asked Fuerst to sus¬ 
pend all operations until the cause 
of the accident was clear, accord¬ 
ing to a report in The Washington 
Post. 

Fukuda, the Post reported, 
also expressed concern about the 
frequency of accidents involving 
U.S. military aircraft. 

ditzler.ioseph@stripes.com 
Twitter: @JosephDitzler 
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Void: African security remains a concern amid US cutbacks 



CoRBAN LuNDBORG/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class Paul Roderick, right, mentors Pvt. Joe McCuley, assigned to Viper Company, 
1-26 Infantry, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), with the East Africa Response Force during a 
training exercise at Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti, on Dec. 13. 



Daniel AssELTA/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Air Force Senior Airman Cullen Thomas, 824th Expeditionary Base 
Defense, and his military working dog, Klepa, perform a perimeter 
check at Niger Air Base 201 in Niger on Dec. 9. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

expanding financial and politi¬ 
cal influence of China and Russia 
across the continent, with efforts 
to curb radical Islamic terrorism 
— mainly through allies — taking 
a secondary priority. 

The Pentagon had announced 
in the fall that it would begin 
scaling back special operations 
missions and pulling hundreds of 
troops from the continent, where 
Americans have been training, 
advising and fighting side-by-side 
with security forces in countries 
such as Somalia, Mali and Libya. 

The move came about a year 
after four U.S. soldiers were 
killed in an ambush in Niger and 
reflects a broader change in U.S. 
defense strategy focused more on 
what the administration has called 
“great power competition.” 

But security issues remain a 
chief concern for African defense 
officials who met in Morocco in 
October for a wide-ranging Air 
Force symposium meant to foster 
greater cooperation weeks ahead 
of the Pentagon’s drawdown 
announcement. 

Though it’s not clear whether 
the latest shift in Africa will af¬ 
fect the Air Force mission there, 
experts say it signals the Defense 
Department is downgrading the 
terrorist threat to U.S. interests 
in the region, which could chip 
away at support for U.S. military 
programs across the continent. 

Analysts warn that if troop 
reductions aren’t done careful¬ 
ly, it could expand China’s and 
Russia’s influence in Africa — as 
those countries seek to fill the 
void — and could give terrorist 
organizations an opportunity to 
rise up. 

“If the U.S. doesn’t want to cede 
influence in Africa over the next 
decade or two decades, it really 
does need to (think) differently 
about what its military has been 
doing in Africa over the last 10 
years and what types of changes 
it needs to make,” said Jonathan 
Schroden, director of the center 
for stability and development 
at the nonprofit research group 
CNA in Arlington, Va. 

Some of those changes could 
include shifting forces from 
counterterrorism to monitoring 
Chinese activities across the con¬ 
tinent, Schroden said. 

But Schroden and others cau¬ 
tioned any shift away from special 
operations missions should not be 
too drastic or the U.S. could risk 
losing some of the gains made in 
countering violent extremism in 
recent years. 

“I think the concern is always 
if you don’t stay on top of this 
problem, there’s a lot of merg¬ 
ing and shifting of territory and 
these threats can pop up, by their 
very nature. They’re very hard 
to track,” said Linda Robinson, a 
Rand Corp. senior researcher. 

While she agrees with the need 
to rebalance and “scope the coun¬ 
terterrorism effort,” Robinson 
said, “I think it’s erroneous to 
say, ‘Let’s put all of our chips in 
the counterterrorism game some 
other place.’ I think that’s a very 
risky move.” 


‘Bigger fish to fry' 

The counterterrorism mission 
in Africa has made inroads in re¬ 
cent years, Schroden said, includ¬ 
ing eliminating ISIS from many 
of its strongholds in Libya and, 
together with the French, doing 
the same to al-Qaida in Mali. 

“There’s been a lot of areas of 
progress that you can point to, 
but it comes with a cost,” he said. 
“We’ve had to dedicate a lot more 
special operations forces and sup¬ 
porting resources to those efforts 
over the last ... seven to eight 
years.” 

Given the broader stresses on 
the special operations commu¬ 
nity, from global deployments to 
places such as Syria and Afghani¬ 
stan, “that just adds an additional 
layer of stress that the communi¬ 
ty’s having a hard time bearing.” 

Special operations units have 
suffered many of the combat fatal¬ 
ities in recent years, and the past 
year has seen a series of scandals 
involving elite troops, including 
war crimes investigations. 

The deaths in 2017 of four U.S. 
soldiers in a special operations 
mission gone awry seems to be 
the catalyst for the review of the 
“soft presence” in Africa, Sch¬ 
roden said, a second look, in es¬ 
sence, at the threat level relative 
to U.S. national interests. 

The Pentagon concluded “we 
had bigger fish to fry elsewhere 
and so we’re going to draw down 
some of our capabilities in Af¬ 
rica,” he said. 

Unknown cutback effect 

The numbers at a glance don’t 
appear drastic. Of about 7,200 
troops operating in Africa, about 
700 will be cut over the next sev¬ 
eral years, the Pentagon said. 

But the effect of a 10 percent 
loss in personnel on the continent 
is hard to forecast without know¬ 
ing where the cuts will be made. 


experts say. 

“If it’s 700, no kidding special 
operations, that’s a pretty sizable 
drawdown of guys who are going 
out on patrol and doing direct ad¬ 
visory missions,” Schroden said. 
If the reductions come more from 
support personnel or headquar¬ 
ters units, “the operational im¬ 
pact may be less.” 

The cutbacks are expected to 
mostly target troops providing 
tactical help to local soldiers in 
the western part of the continent, 
but details have not been publicly 
released. 

U.S. Air Forces in Europe-Air 
Forces Africa officials couldn’t 
provide specifics, but said they 
were committed to continuing 
support there. 

“At this time, we cannot specu¬ 
late on the changes or impact this 
will have on AFAFRICA airmen 
or missions,” Lt. Col. Davinia Pe- 
termann, USAFE-AFAFRICA 
spokeswoman, said in a statement 
late last month. 


Looking to bridge gaps 

In the meantime, AFAFRICA 
continues to urge cooperation 
among African nations, whose air 
forces often have vast distances 
to cover with limited resources. 
Many struggle to maintain small 
fleets of helicopters and fixed- 
wing transport planes and few 
can afford combat aircraft. 

In October, Air Force and 
State Department leaders from 
Europe, Africa and Washington 
met in Morocco with 28 African 
air chiefs to discuss how their 
air forces could fight terrorism 
and violent extremists, which Air 
Force officials said still ranks 
among the biggest challenges for 
many African nations. 

It was the eighth annual sympo¬ 
sium AFAFRICA has organized 
and hosted with an African host 
nation, and one of the largest thus 
far. The air chiefs’ choice to focus 
on security concerns this year 
underscored the urgency of the 
challenges they face, said Gen. 
Tod Wolters, USAFE-AFAFRICA 


commander. 

“Most of the air chiefs are 
pressed to neutralize violent 
extremist organizations either 
directly or with a neighboring na¬ 
tion,” he said. “They’re all galva¬ 
nized to look at as many tactics, 
techniques and procedures that 
they can employ ... to better neu¬ 
tralize that threat.” 

Security threats in Africa often 
spill over borders, said retired 
Gen. Philip Breedlove, who led 
USAFE-AFAFRICA for a year in 
2012-13. Since early on, the com¬ 
mand has worked to bridge politi¬ 
cal, cultural and geographic gaps 
between African air forces. 

“We wanted to try to get those 
air forces to understand that 
based on their fiscal challenges 
... and limitations of their forc¬ 
es, they might be better served 
by learning to work together,” 
Breedlove said. 

Putting out fires 

Over time, AFAFRICA has 
seen more African nations come 
to the table and pledge to work 
with other air forces, in some 
cases for the first time. 

The latest symposium drew 
15 new air chiefs, officials said. 
AFAFRICA funds the travel of 
the air chiefs, many of whom 
have said they otherwise would 
not have the chance to interact. 

“It gives us the forum and the 
opportunity to interact,” said Mqj. 
Gen. Francis Ogolla, Kenya’s 
air force commander. “Without 
that, there is no organized forum 
where I could meet all the other 
air force commanders in Africa, 
absolutely not.” 

Kenya has agreed to host the 
event next year and this year 
signed the charter for the fledg¬ 
ling Association of African Air 
Forces, along with Cameroon and 
Zambia. The association was for¬ 
malized in 2015 when the U.S. and 
Mauritania, Senegal and Ivory 
Coast signed the charter and has 
since grown to 23 members. 

The goal for the nonpolitical 
group is to become an African-led 
organization to improve and sup¬ 
port air operations across Africa, 
said Mqj. Jason Carney, an Africa 
desk officer with AFAFRICA. 

The annual forum has helped 
dispel early skepticism toward 
AFRICOM and brought about 
greater participation in the re¬ 
gional association, said Heidi 
Grant, deputy undersecretary of 
the Air Force for International 
Affairs, who has attended all but 
one of the symposiums. Now, she 
said, “there’s a thirst for it. They 
don’t want to meet just once a 
year.” 

Perhaps even more significant¬ 
ly, the air chiefs themselves see 
the need for cooperation. 

“When the hut of your neighbor 
is burning, you need to help them 
put out the fire,” one lieutenant 
colonel from Togo said at the 
symposium. “Otherwise, every¬ 
thing will burn down.” 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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Assad authorizes Iraqis to 
strike ISIS forces in Syria 



Iraqi Ministry of Defense/AP 

This image made from undated video released by Iraq’s Ministry of 
Defense in 2016 shows aerial images of purported airstrikes on an 
Islamic State convoy and militants near Fallujah, Iraq. 


By Albert Aji 

Associated Press 

DAMASCUS, Syria — Syrian 
President Bashar Assad autho¬ 
rized Iraqi forces Sunday to at¬ 
tack Islamic State inside Syria 
without waiting for permission 
from authorities in Damascus, 
the state news agency SANA said, 
as the two alhes coordinate their 
fight against extremists ahead of 
a planned US. withdrawal from 
Syria. 

The announcement highlights 
the close relations between the 
two neighboring Arab countries 
that are both allied with Iran. 
ISIS once controlled large parts 
of both countries when it declared 
a caliphate in 2014. 

Iraqi warplanes and artillery 
have in the past pounded ISIS 


positions inside Syria after get¬ 
ting the green light from Syrian 
authorities. 

The extremists have been de¬ 
feated in Iraq but still hold a 
small area in Syria close to the 
Iraqi border. 

On Saturday, Assad received 
a letter from Iraqi Prime Minis¬ 
ter Abdul-Mahdi calling for both 
countries’ coordination in “fight¬ 
ing terrorism.” 

President Donald Trump an¬ 
nounced earher this month that 
the US. will withdraw all of its 
2,000 forces in Syria. The main 
U.S.-backed Kurdish-led Syrian 
Democratic Forces has expressed 
concerns that the US. plans to 
pull out could lead to the revival 
of ISIS, saying that the extrem¬ 
ists have not been defeated yet in 
Syria. 


In Washington, Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, R-S.C., said he is going 
to encourage Trump to sit down 
with generals and reconsider 
pulling troops from Syria. “Slow 
this down, make sure that we get 
it right, make sure ISIS never 
comes back,” Graham said on 
CNN. “Don’t turn Syria over to 
the Iranians. That’s a nightmare 
for Israel.” 

Graham has been a confidant 
of Trump’s, but it’s unclear how 
much Trump will listen to him 
on Syria. Still, Graham said he’s 
generally pleased with Trump’s 
foreign policy initiatives. 

In Tehran, Iran and Syria on 
Sunday signed a long-term stra¬ 
tegic and economic agreement 
as the war winds down in Syria 
where Iran and Russia were the 
main backers of Assad’s govern¬ 


ment since the crisis began near¬ 
ly eight years ago. 

Syria’s SANA news agency 
quoted Syrian Minister of Econ¬ 
omy and Foreign Trade Moham¬ 
med Samer al-Khalil, who signed 
the agreement, as saying that the 
deal includes “full cooperation on 
the financial and banking levels.” 
He added that that would allow 
Iranian companies to be present 
through investments in Syria. 


The Syrian government has 
gained control of large parts of 
the country with the help of Iran 
and Russia, and some Arab coun¬ 
tries, including the oil-rich Unit¬ 
ed Arab Emirates, have reopened 
their embassies in Damascus. 

The Syrian government esti¬ 
mates reconstruction of the war- 
torn country will cost some $200 
billion dollars and last 15 years. 


Navy automates worksheets for promotion-eligible sailors 



Jonathan CLAv/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Culinary Specialist 2nd Class Darien Whitfield takes the Navy-wide 
1st Class advancement exam on the destroyer USS Jason Dunham in 


By Joshua Karsten 
Stars and Stripes 

The Navy has announced the 
automation of enlisted advance¬ 
ment worksheets, the first step 
for promotion-eligible sailors be¬ 
fore an exam. 

The automation, according 
to an administrative message 
signed Thursday by the Navy’s 
personnel boss. Vice Adm. Robert 
Burke, scraps the paper signature 
on the worksheet that confirmed 
a sailor’s time in rate, awards, 
education and performance mark 
averages from previous exams 
— all of which factored into a 
sailor’s final multiple score after 
completing the rating test. 

The elimination of the paper 
forms is “designed to streamline 
our advancement worksheet pro¬ 
cesses, and enable sailors to focus 
on studying their advancement 
exam reference material,” Chief 
of Naval Personnel spokesman 
Lt. Rick Moore said in an email 
Friday. “We constantly review 
our advancement exam process¬ 
es to determine ways to increase 
efficiencies and reduce admin¬ 
istrative burden for our sailors. 
Educational Services Officers 
and command leadership.” 


September. 

The new electronic form will 
pull information from sailors’ 
personalized online service re¬ 
cords and populate all the re¬ 
quired information from the Navy 
Standard Integrated Personnel 
System, or NSIPS. 

“Sailors will have the abil¬ 


ity to view enlisted advancement 
worksheets several months prior 
to exam administration, provid¬ 
ing additional time for validation 
and corrections (if needed),” the 
Thursday message said. 

The change also eliminates the 
requirement for manually black¬ 


ing out circles on answer sheets 
during exams. 

The paperless worksheets will 
be tested during a pilot phase 
from January to March, and the 
Navy will “assess if capability is 
ready for future exam cycles” by 
April 1. Full implementation is 
planned for June. 

“We expect a decrease in er¬ 
rors within sailors’ advance¬ 
ment and education records, as 
well as a decrease in the amount 
of time required for worksheet 
processing during Navy-wide 
Advancement Examination 
Cycles,” Moore said. “The tran¬ 
sition will increase worksheet 
transparency and availability for 
sailors well before advancement 
examinations.” 

Individual sailors are not off 
the hook for personally reviewing 
their records, though. They still 
need to log in to their personal 
service records to review, com¬ 
ment and request corrections via 
their command personnel repre¬ 
sentatives. Training modules and 
tutorials have been posted for 
command use on NSIPS. 

The Navy-wide Sailor 2025 
modernization initiative has al¬ 
ready seen big changes to Navy 
evaluations, education programs 


and meritorious advancements. 
Future plans include more 
streamlined personnel processes 
to includes pay, leave, detailer in¬ 
teraction and rating moderniza¬ 
tions, according to the personnel 
command. 

karsten.ioshua@stripes.com 
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Former US commander calls Trump dishonest, ‘immoral’ 


The Washington Post 

Retired Army Gen. Stanley McChrystal, 
the former commander of U.S. forces in Af¬ 
ghanistan, sharply criticized President Don¬ 
ald Trump on Sunday, calling him immoral 
and untruthful and taking aim at his foreign 
policy decisions. 

In an interview on ABC News’ “This 
Week,” McChrystal told host Martha Raddatz 
of Trump, “I don’t think he tells the truth.” 
The general also responded affirmatively 


when asked whether he believes Trump is 
“immoral.” 

McChrystal said that contrary to Trump’s 
claim, Islamic State, also known as ISIS, has 
not yet been defeated. 

“I don’t believe ISIS is defeated. I think ISIS 
is as much an idea as it is a number of ISIS 
fighters. There’s a lot of intelligence that says 
there are actually more ISIS fighters around 
the world now than there were a couple of 
years ago,” he said. 

The president tweeted this month that “we 


have defeated ISIS in Syria” and abruptly 
announced plans to withdraw all U.S. forces 
from that country, against the counsel of his 
top advisers. 

The decision — along with Trump’s direc¬ 
tive days later to withdraw nearly half of the 
more than 14,000 troops deployed to Afghani¬ 
stan — prompted the resignation of Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis. 

McChrystal on Sunday praised Mattis as 
“selfless” and “committed” and said his de¬ 
parture should give Americans pause. 
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Poll shows high approval for Trump from vets 


By Emily Swanson 
AND Hannah Fingerhut 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Nearly 6 in 10 mili¬ 
tary veterans voted for Republican candi¬ 
dates in the November midterm elections, 
and a similar m^ority had positive views 
of President Donald Trump’s leadership. 
But women, the fastest growing demo¬ 
graphic group in the military, are defying 
that vote trend. 

That’s according to AP VoteCast, a na¬ 
tionwide survey of more than 115,000 
midterm voters — including more than 
4,000 current and former servicemembers 
— conducted for The Associated Press by 
NORC at the University of Chicago. It found 
that veterans overall approved of Trump’s 
job performance, showing high support for 
the president’s handling of border security 
and his efforts to make the US. safer from 
terrorism. 

Male veterans were much more likely to 
approve of Trump than those who haven’t 
served, 58 to 46 percent. 

But 58 percent of female veterans disap¬ 
proved of Trump, which is similar to the 


share of women overall (61 percent). 

Here are some takeaways on veterans: 

■ Trump approval. Overall, 56 percent 
of veterans — both current and former 
servicemembers — said they approve of 
the job Trump is doing as president, while 
43 percent disapproved. Voters who have 
not served in the military were more 
likely to disapprove (58 percent) than ap¬ 
prove (42 percent) of the president’s job 
performance. 

The survey found that differences in 
support for Trump between veterans and 
nonveterans extended across racial and 
ethnic groups, including among whites (62 
percent of veterans approve versus 49 per¬ 
cent of nonveterans). Latinos (53 percent 
versus 28 percent) and blacks (22 percent 
versus 10 percent). 

■ Trump’s leadership. The poll showed 
veterans more likely than nonveterans to 
say Trump has the right temperament to 
serve as president (48 to 32 percent) and 
that he’s a strong leader (59 to 49 per¬ 
cent). They were slightly more likely to say 
Trump cares about “people like you” (46 to 
40 percent). 

On the issues, veterans were significantly 


more likely than those who have not served 
to approve of Trump’s handling of border 
security, 62 to 48 percent, and to think the 
Trump administration has made the US. 
safer from terrorism, 51 to 35 percent. 

■ Drain the swamp? Veterans had good 
success running for Congress compared 
with previous years. Eighteen new veter¬ 
ans were elected to the House, seven of 
whom are Democrats. 

That’s the largest number of new veter¬ 
ans elected to the House since 2010, and 
the biggest influx of Democratic vets since 
1996, according to Seth Lynn, a Univer¬ 
sity of San Francisco professor who runs 
Veterans Campaign, a group that prepares 
veterans for careers in politics. 

One fresh veteran face — Republi¬ 
can Rick Scott of Florida — will join the 
Senate. 

In all, more than 170 veterans were on 
November’s congressional ballot as m^or- 
party candidates. Some vets, such as Ken¬ 
tucky Democrat Amy McGrath, a former 
Marine fighter pilot, ran close House races 
but ultimately fell short on Election Day. 

A total of 96 military veterans will serve 
as lawmakers next year, 66 Republicans 


and 30 Democrats. 

Lynn said veterans in previous elections 
had often chosen to run for office due to 
concerns over US. military policy, such as 
President George W. Bush’s war in Iraq. 
But he said veteran candidates this elec¬ 
tion cycle seemed moved by general voter 
dissatisfaction with government. 

“The military is the institution where 
many Americans have the most confidence, 
but that isn’t the case with Congress,” 
Lynn said. “For many of the Democratic 
women veterans who chose to run, it was 
basically a response to how they felt the 
Trump administration was doing and a 
call to service.” 

■ Sexual misconduct. The poll shows 
significant concerns among men who have 
served in the military about accusations of 
sexual misconduct: 40 percent said they 
are very concerned about men not being 
given the opportunity to defend themselves 
when they’re accused. 

That’s compared with 28 percent who 
said they are very concerned about 
women not being believed when they make 
allegations. 


Trend: 

Female vets 
buck pattern, 
vote for Dems 





Jessica Hill/AP 


Michele Fitzpatrick, a retired lieutenant commander in the Coast 
Guard, stands at the United States Coast Guard Academy in New 
London, Conn., on Dec. 18. Female veterans were more likely to 
vote in the 2018 midterm elections for Democrats than Republicans. 


Courtesy of Mikie Sherrill for Congress 

Former Navy pilot Mikie Sherrill, who won the Democratic House 
seat in New Jersey’s 11th district in November, joins a total of seven 
female veterans serving in the next Congress. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

female veterans also had a break¬ 
out performance in the midterms, 
sometimes campaigning as a foil 
to Trump: empathetic and compe¬ 
tent on issues such as health care 
while also trustworthy on mili¬ 
tary and defense, typically a GOP 
strength. 

“I see this as a beginning 
edge of a larger movement,” 
said Jeremy Teigen, professor 
of political science at Ramapo 
College and author of “Why Vet¬ 
erans Run: Military Service in 
American Presidential Elections, 
1789-2016.” 

Both current and former female 
servicemembers were more likely 
to vote in the 2018 midterm elec¬ 
tions for Democrats than Republi¬ 
cans, 60 to 36 percent, according 
to the data from VoteCast. Men 
with military backgrounds voted 
Republican by roughly the same 
margin, 58 to 39 percent. 

A record number of female vet¬ 
erans — four — were elected to 
the House, all Democrats. Three 
won in political swing districts, 
helping give the party control of 
the chamber next year. 

Democratic Rep.-elect Chrissy 
Houlahan, a former Air Force 
captain, said she was motivated 
to run after organizing a bus trip 
last year to the Women’s March 
in Washington. She felt her elec¬ 
tion would serve as a repudiation 
of Trump, but she avoided sharp 
rhetoric in favor of a message of 
service to country and getting 
things done. 

All told, 55 percent of voters 
who had served in the military 
backed Republican candidates in 


the elections, compared with 42 
percent who supported Demo¬ 
crats, according to VoteCast data. 

Trump frequently embraces 
the US. military and veterans in 
speeches, referring to “my mili¬ 
tary,” though he has also insulted 
war heroes such as McCain and 
military families who criticize 
him. “I think the vets, maybe 
more than anybody else, appreci¬ 
ate what we are doing for them,” 
Trump said last month. 

Not the female veterans, though. 
Their margin of support for Dem¬ 
ocrats was comparable to that of 
women overall, according to Vote- 
Cast data. 

AP VoteCast is a nationwide 
survey of more than 115,000 mid¬ 
term voters — including more 
than 4,000 current and former 
servicemembers — conducted for 
The Associated Press by NORC at 
the University of Chicago. 

Laura Cavallaro, 35, who served 
on active duty in the Marine Corps 
from 2001 to 2005 and on inactive 
duty until 2009, says she’s never 
voted but thinks she will in 2020. 
A recent graduate of Rhode Is¬ 


land College, she said she believes 
Trump has kept his promises 
about helping the economy and 
creating jobs. 

At the same time, “Who knows 
if he’s going to say something to 
the wrong person and start an¬ 
other war?” she said. That’s par¬ 
ticularly concerning for military 
veterans who know what’s at stake 
in combat. 

When Cavallaro joined the 
military, she considered herself 
a Republican because her par¬ 
ents were. Now, she sees herself 
more as an independent, saying 
she’s pro-gun rights and pro-gay 
rights. 

“I think being in the military 
kind of opened my eyes to a lot 
more things,” she said. “If I had 
stayed in Rhode Island, I wouldn’t 
have met so many different per¬ 
sonalities and people with other 
political views.” 

Currently, there are more than 
20 million veterans of the U.S. 
armed forces, about 10 percent 
of them female, the fastest grow¬ 
ing subgroup. In the U.S. military 
forces, 16.6 percent of those en¬ 


listed are women, up from about 2 
percent in 1973. 

Women now make up 20 per¬ 
cent of the Air Force, 19 percent of 
the Navy, 15 percent of the Army 
and 8.6 percent of the Marines, 
according to Defense Depart¬ 
ment figures. In the Coast Guard, 
a division of the Department of 
Homeland Security, women make 
up 22 percent of the officers and 
13 percent of those enlisted. The 
Coast Guard Academy, where 
Fitzpatrick was among the first 
women to attend in 1976, enrolled 
a class this year that is 40 percent 
female, a new high. 

Teigen, who studies military 
voting, said that in the context of 
the #MeToo movement against 
sexual harassment, female veter¬ 
ans running for office provided a 
contrast for voters, “someone who 
was willing to volunteer to take 
time out of their youth to serve 
their country and stand up for 
others,” compared with Trump, 
a New York billionaire with five 
wartime draft deferments and a 
fraught history with women. Of 
the military veterans who ran for 
the House, 12 were women, the 
highest number ever. 

Houlahan will serve her first 


House term starting in January, 
along with former Navy pilot Mikie 
Sherrill, D-N. J., and Navy veteran 
Elaine Luria, D-Va., who defeated 
another veteran. Republican Rep. 
Scott Taylor, a former Navy SEAL. 
The women prevailed in tight 
races by tying their opponents 
to Trump and the GOP congres¬ 
sional majority while pledging to 
work on both sides of the aisle. All 
had stories about being among the 
only women working among men 
and used their platforms to speak 
out about abuses in the military. 

Rep. Tulsi Gabbard, D-Hawaii, 
a frequent Trump critic, also won 
re-election. She is a member of 
her state’s National Guard. 

In all, seven female veterans 
will serve in the next Congress, 
up from four. The veterans in 
the House will join Sens. Tammy 
Duckworth, D-Ill., a former U.S. 
Army helicopter pilot, and Joni 
Ernst, R-Iowa, a combat veteran 
in the Iowa Army National Guard. 
Rep. Martha McSally, R-Ariz., a 
retired Air Force colonel, lost her 
Senate bid but was later appointed 
by Arizona’s governor to replace 
Sen. Jon Kyi in the seat that be¬ 
longed to McCain. 
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Suspects arrested in fatal 
shooting of Calif, officer 



Courtesy of the Stanislaus County Sheriff’s Department/AP 


Officer Ronil Singh was killed on duty conducting a traffic stop on in 
Newman, Calif., on Dec. 26. 


By Michael Brice-Saddler 

The Washington Post 

The arrest Friday of a man in 
the shooting death of a California 
police officer has renewed criti¬ 
cism of sanctuary laws, with a 
local sheriff suggesting that the 
state’s efforts to protect undocu¬ 
mented immigrants could have 
contributed to the killing. 

Gustavo Perez Arriaga, 32, 
an undocumented immigrant, 
was charged with homicide in 
connection with the shooting 
death of Newman police officer 
Ronil Singh, 33, according to law 
enforcement. 

Stanislaus County Sheriff 
Adam Christianson assailed sanc¬ 
tuary laws that limit state and 
local governments’ cooperation 
with federal immigration agents, 
but he did not detail how those 
rules applied to Perez’s case or 
how they would have prevented 
Singh’s death. 

He said Perez Arriaga pub¬ 
licized his gang affiliation and 


had been ar¬ 
rested twice 
for driving 
under the in¬ 
fluence, but 
did not pro¬ 
vide addi¬ 
tional details 
about those 
arrests. 

“Law en¬ 
forcement 
was prohib¬ 
ited because of sanctuary laws, 
and that led to the encounter 
with Officer Singh,” Christian¬ 
son said. “I’m suggesting that 
the outcome could have been dif¬ 
ferent if law enforcement wasn’t 
restricted, prohibited or had their 
hands tied because of political 
interference.” 

California’s sanctuary laws 
contain exemptions for serious 
criminals, and U.S. Immigra¬ 
tion and Customs Enforcement 
should receive notification of any 
arrest, as well as fingerprints if 
an individual is booked and fin¬ 


gerprinted. Without more details, 
it is unclear how sanctuary rules 
would have applied in Perez Ar¬ 
riaga’s case. 

ICE did not immediately re¬ 
spond to an email request Sat¬ 
urday for information on Perez 
Arriaga. 

Singh, a native of Fiji who joined 
the Newman police department in 
2011, was killed after he stopped 
Perez Arriaga in Newman early 
Wednesday morning on suspicion 
of drunken driving. The officer 
called out “shots fired” over the 
radio, police said, and was found 
at the scene with gunshot wounds. 
Singh was pronounced dead at a 
hospital, sparking a multiagency 
manhunt for his killer. 

“Ronil Singh was my older 
brother. Yes, he’s not coming 
back, but there’s a lot of peo¬ 
ple out there that misses him,” 
Singh’s brother, Reggie, said dur¬ 
ing a Friday news conference. He 
added of the suspect’s arrest, “I 
was waiting for this to happen ... 
Thank you for working day and 


night to make this happen.” 

Christianson said Perez Ar¬ 
riaga had illegally entered the 
United States at the Arizona bor¬ 
der and was trying to flee to his 
home country, Mexico, when he 
was apprehended at a residence 
in Bakersfield, Calif 

In addition to Perez Arriaga’s 
arrest, Christianson said that 
Perez Arriaga’s brother, Adrian 
Virgen, 25, and a co-worker, Erik 
Razo Quiroz, 27, were arrested 
Thursday for allegedly helping 
Perez Arriaga escape after Singh 
was shot. Virgen and Quiroz 
are also in the country illegally, 
Christianson said. 

Also arrested on charges of 
aiding and abetting were Ber- 


nabe Madrigal Castaneda, 59; 
Erasmo Villegas, 36; and Maria 
Luisa Moreno, 57, the Kern Coun¬ 
ty Sheriff’s Office said. They 
were arrested inside the resi¬ 
dence where Perez Arriaga was 
apprehended. 

On Friday afternoon, the Stan¬ 
islaus County Sheriff’s Depart¬ 
ment said it had arrested two 
more people for allegedly aiding 
Perez Arriaga in his attempt to 
escape: his girlfriend. Ana Leyde 
Cervantes, 30, and another of his 
brothers, Conrado Virgen Men¬ 
doza, 34. 

“Anyone who aids and helps 
this criminal was going to go to 
jail,” Christianson said. 



Perez Arriaga 


NASA has New Year’s date with rock 


Calif, house where kids were 
tortured is up for auction sale 


By Sarah Kaplan 
The Washington Post 

To ancient explorers, “Ultima 
Thule” was what lay past the 
northernmost edges of maps, be¬ 
yond the borders of the known 
world. 

So when NASA chose a target 
for its New Horizons spacecraft 
that was farther than anything 
explored before, “Ultima Thule” 
seemed a fitting moniker. The 
far-flung space rock is an inhabit¬ 
ant of the Kuiper Belt, the ring of 
debris that encircles the icy outer 
reaches of the solar system. 

Ultima Thule is so dim and so 
distant that scientists aren’t even 
certain what it looks like. Some of 
their only information about its 
size and shape comes from a se¬ 
ries of coordinated observations 
last summer when astronomers 
measured the shadow it cast as it 
passed in front of a star. 

But New Horizons will finally 
fly by its target just after mid¬ 
night on Tuesday, taking close-up 
photographs and sophisticated 
scientific measurements of what 
it sees. By the time the first imag¬ 
es and data stream back to Earth, 
the borders of the known world 
will have expanded once more. 

“This is just raw exploration,” 
said Alan Stern, a scientist at the 
Southwest Research Institute and 
the principal investigator for the 
mission. “No one has ever seen 
a Kuiper Belt object as anything 
but a point of light. No one has 
ever seen an object that’s frozen 
almost to absolute zero. There 
are a lot of ideas and every one of 
them might be wrong.” 


He took a breath. “We’ll find 
out Tuesday.” 

NASA is celebrating the record¬ 
setting encounter with the solar 
system’s nerdiest New Year’s 
party. At the Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity Applied Physics Labora¬ 
tory, which built and operates the 
spacecraft, scientists will count 
down to the moment of New Ho¬ 
rizons’ closest approach, at 12:33 
a.m. Eastern, then reconvene 10 
hours later to watch first signals 
from the flyby stream onto their 
screens. (It takes more than six 
hours for light to travel from Ulti¬ 
ma Thule back to Earth.) NASA’s 
vaunted social media operation, 
which had fallen silent during the 
partial government shutdown, 
has been temporarily restored to 
cover the event. The countdown, 
signal acquisition and subse¬ 
quent news conferences will be 
streamed live on NASA TV and 
YouTube. 

Alice Bowman, New Horizons’ 
mission operations manager at 
APL, said the spacecraft entered 
“encounter mode” on Wednes¬ 
day. This configuration limits the 
spacecraft’s communication with 
Earth, commanding it to quickly 
address any technical issues on 
its own, then get back to science. 
Though nerve-wracking for engi¬ 
neers, encounter mode ensures 
that New Horizons makes the 
most of its brief time near Ultima 
Thule. 

“Because this is a flyby, we only 
get one chance to get it right,” 
Bowman said. 

New Horizons left Earth in Jan¬ 
uary 2006; it was the first mission 
designed to explore the most dis¬ 


tant part of the solar system. Nine 
years and 3.5 billion miles later, it 
took the first-ever close-up photos 
of Pluto, revealing a complex and 
colorful world mottled with meth¬ 
ane mountains and a vast, heart- 
shaped nitrogen ice plain. 

After that flyby. Stern and his 
colleagues set about searching for 
a new target in the Kuiper Belt, 
which extends from the edge of 
Neptune’s orbit out to about 5 bil¬ 
lion miles from the sun. 

Until the 1990s, no one knew 
what hid out here, where sunlight 
is 0.05 as faint as it is on Earth. 
Now, the Kuiper Belt is thought 
to include millions of icy objects, 
unused planetary building blocks 
left over from the earliest days of 
the solar system. These bodies 
are time capsules, preserved in a 
deep freeze for the past 4.6 billion 
years. NASA says Ultima Thule 
is likely the most primitive plan¬ 
etary object ever explored. 

The encounter with Ultima 
Thule will be brief and techni¬ 
cally demanding, even more so 
than New Horizons’ Pluto flyby. 
Whereas Pluto is roughly the 
size of the United States, Ultima 
could fit atop Washington, D.C. 
That means New Horizons has to 
get much closer to the little space 
rock to examine it, and the en¬ 
counter will be over much more 
quickly. 

“We’re rendezvousing with 
something that’s a mountain 
draped in black velvet in almost 
pitch dark conditions and we’re 
screaming up to it... within 2 sec¬ 
onds of perfection,” Stern said. 
“You can’t get any better than 
that.” 


Associated Press 

PERRIS, Calif — A Southern 
California house where police say 
a couple tortured or abused most 
of their 13 children is for sale. 

The Riverside Press-Tribune 
reported that the house in Perris, 
about 70 miles east of Los Ange¬ 
les, where authorities say David 
and Louise Turpin shackled their 
children to furniture went on the 
market Saturday. 

The auction for the four-bed¬ 
room house with an appraised 
value of more than $350,000 ends 


Wednesday. 

The couple has pleaded not 
guilty to charges that could carry 
a life sentence. 

They were arrested in January 
when a daughter escaped from 
the family’s home and called 911. 

The couple remains in custody, 
and the house was foreclosed in 
November. 

Investigators say some of the 
children had stunted growth and 
wasted muscles and described 
being beaten, starved and put in 
cages. 
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Detroit's 2013 
bankruptcy spoils 
class-action suit 


By Ed White 

Associated Press 

DETROIT — Detroit could 
have been on the hook for milhons 
of dollars in a lawsuit alleging po- 
hce abuse. Lawyers, however, are 
closing the case after eight years, 
acknowledging that the claims of 
possibly 200,000 people are prac¬ 
tically worthless. 

The reason? Detroit’s 2013 
bankruptcy. 

The 2010 lawsuit, which de¬ 
scribed poor conditions in holding 
cells and excessive detentions, was 
in progress when Detroit became 
the largest U.S. city to seek pro¬ 
tection from creditors. The city 
eventually emerged with a clean 
balance sheet, a robust downtown 
and a national buzz among millen- 
nials. 

But a new, flush Detroit doesn’t 
mean a windfall for people who 
won the class-action case. 

Instead, they would need to get 
in line like other creditors because 
the lawsuit was pending during 
the bankruptcy. Attorneys worked 
on a settlement with the city but 
concluded it wasn’t practical. A 
$1,000 recovery per person could 
be worth as httle as $40 — and 
paid over many years. 

“The costs involved in issu¬ 
ing and mailing these checks 
will be greater than the value of 
the checks themselves,” attorney 
Cindy Tsai said in a court fihng. 

A federal judge got an update on 
Nov. 28 and told both sides to draft 
an order for him to decertify the 
class, which is still pending. 

“It has nothing to do with the 
merits of their case,” said Antho¬ 
ny Sabino, who followed Detroit’s 
bankruptcy and teaches business 
law at St. John’s University in New 
York. “This is an unfortunate but 
unavoidable outcome when a party 
files for bankruptcy. They’re in 
this huge ocean of general credi¬ 
tors, and there’s really nothing to 
be had for them. ... They’re only 
eligible to share in the pennies left 
over.” 

The lawsuit was filed on behalf 
of Johnathan Brown and thou¬ 


sands of people who had been ar¬ 
rested by police years earlier. 

The Detroit Police Department 
was accused of keeping crime sus¬ 
pects in cold, bare holding cells 
with no bedding and little food. 
The lawsuit said people were rou¬ 
tinely held for more than 48 hours 
without review by a judge. 

Brown was detained for 55 hours 
during a homicide investigation 
and eventually “succumbed to the 
DPD detectives’ tactics and gave a 
coerced statement,” according to 
the lawsuit. 

The city did a poor job defend¬ 
ing itself against the allegations. 

Indeed, U.S. 
District 
Judge Thom¬ 
as Luding- 
ton entered 
a default on 
the question 
of whether 
Detroit was 
liable. He 
said there 
was “neglect 
and inatten¬ 
tion” by city 
attorneys 
who repeat¬ 
edly missed 
deadlines 
to produce documents about the 
holding cells. He turned the case 
into a class-action in 2012, poten¬ 
tially affecting 200,000 people. 

But then Detroit filed for bank¬ 
ruptcy in 2013, freezing any hti- 
gation and drastically affecting 
efforts to collect money when the 
bankruptcy was over. 

As part of a deal to close the 
case, the city has agreed to pay 
$100,000 to attorneys who repre¬ 
sented Brown and the potential 
class. Tsai also told the judge that 
Detroit has fixed problems that 
led to the lawsuit. 

Brown, who is in prison for sec¬ 
ond-degree murder, declined to 
comment. He will get $5,000 as 
the lead plaintiff 

“What the attorneys are getting 
is a drop in the bucket,” said Sabi¬ 
no, referring to the $100,000. “It’s 
basically expenses. The attorneys 
are taking a bath. They’re sharing 
the pain.” 


attorneys 
are taking 
a bath. 
They’re 
sharing the 
pain. ^ 

Anthony 

Sabino 

St. John’s 

University 


6 injured at airport after jet 
bridge ‘equipment failure’ 


Associated Press 

BALTIMORE — Officials said 
six people were injured after an 
“equipment failure” involving a 
jet bridge at Baltimore/Washing¬ 
ton International Thurgood Mar¬ 
shall Airport. 

The airport tweeted Saturday 
night that six people had been 
taken to a hospital with injuries 


that were not life-threatening due 
to the incident at Gate E-10. 

A jet bridge is the hallway struc¬ 
ture leading to the plane that pas¬ 
sengers use to both board and exit. 
The airport said the jet bridge will 
stay closed until an investigation 
is complete. It said the aircraft has 
been moved, and the incident has 
not caused fiirther impacts to the 
airport’s operations. 



Julio Cortez/AP 


Andrew Dickens, 21, of Toledo, Ohio, celebrates with other revelers during the New Year's Eve 
celebration in New York’s Times Square in 2016. 


Experts scoff at estimates of 
crowd size in Times Square 


By Michael R. Sisak 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Ryan Seacrest 
and Anderson Cooper will be 
there. Snoop Dogg, too. 

But 1 million or 2 million people 
in New York’s Times Square for 
New Year’s Eve? As Snoop would 
say, you must be sippin’ on gin and 
juice. 

Crowd-size experts scoff at 
those mammoth figures — floated 
annually by city officials and event 
organizers — saying it’s impos¬ 
sible to squeeze that many of even 
the skinniest revelers into such a 
relatively small space. 

The real Times Square ball 
drop crowd likely has fewer than 
100,000 people, crowd science 
professor G. Keith Still said. 

“Generally, people are overesti¬ 
mating crowd sizes by 10- to 100- 
fold,” said Still, who teaches crowd 
science at Manchester Metro- 
pohtan University in England and 
trains police departments on tech¬ 
niques to calculate crowd sizes. 

The crowd estimates come from 
the New York City Police Depart¬ 
ment, according to the Times 
Square Alliance, which runs the 


ball drop. 

In recent years, the department 
estimated that 2 milhon people 
had packed into Times Square. 
Mayor Bill de Blasio used a big 
number again Friday, saying the 
city expected “up to 2 milhon 
people in Times Square itself,” a 
bow-tie-shaped zone running five 
blocks between Broadway and 7th 
Avenue. 

New York University professor 
Charles Seife, a mathematician 
and journalist who explored sta¬ 
tistical manipulation in his book 
“Proofiness,” said the city has 
an interest in promoting a bigger 
number because it “helps cement 
the image of New York City as the 
center of the universe at a certain 
date and time.” 

He suggested fuzzy math and 
fuzzier geography were also at 
play. 

“How do you count a participant 
in the Times Square ball drop?” 
Seife asked. “Is it everyone who can 
see the ball, or anyone squeezed 
into a bar in Manhattan?” 

To actuaUy fit 1 million revelers, 
the city would have to jam more 
than the equivalent of a sold-out 
Yankee Stadium on every block of 


7th Avenue between Times Square 
and Central Park — which starts 
about 15 blocks to the north. 

Still and his colleagues perform 
detailed analyses when calculat¬ 
ing precise crowd totals. But even 
using simple techniques, like mea¬ 
suring Times Square on a map 
and running a few calculations, 
it’s clear the numbers don’t get 
anywhere near 1 million. 

Times Square would hold about 
51,000 people at a density of three 
people per square yard. Still said, 
or about 86,000 at five people 
per square yard. It might reach 
120,000 if the crowd packed in 
at seven people per square yard, 
but he said that density, involving 
people squished together front-to- 
back and shoulder-to-shoulder, is 
unlikely. 

Those numbers don’t count peo¬ 
ple watching from hotel and office 
building windows or from penned- 
off areas farther away. 

They also don’t account for 
space taken up by stages, secu¬ 
rity apparatus and egress routes, 
where people would otherwise be 
able to stand. 


Computer virus hits US newspapers 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A com¬ 
puter virus hit newspaper print¬ 
ing plants in Los Angeles and at 
Tribune Publishing newspapers 
across the country. 

Tribune Publishing said a com¬ 
puter virus disrupted production 
of the Chicago Tribune and its 
other newspapers, the Chicago 
Tribune reported. 

The print edition of the Chi¬ 
cago Tribune was published Sat¬ 
urday without paid death notices 
and classified ads, while in other 
markets a similarly slimmed- 
down version of the Saturday 


newspaper was delivered Sun¬ 
day, the company said. 

“This issue has affected the 
timeliness and, in some cases, 
the completeness of our printed 
newspapers. Our websites and 
mobile applications, however, 
have not been impacted,” Tribune 
Publishing spokeswoman Marisa 
Kollias said in a statement. 

Tribune Publishing reported 
the attack to the FBI on Friday, 
the Chicago Tribune said. 

The virus that hit Los Angeles 
prevented it from printing and 
delivering Saturday editions of 
the Los Angeles Times, the San 


Diego Union-Tribune and other 
papers to some subscribers. 

The Los Angeles Times, which 
runs the facility, said the com¬ 
puter virus infected systems that 
are associated with the printing 
process. 

Spokeswoman Hillary Man¬ 
ning said the paper has been 
working to fix the issues but 
added that Sunday deliveries 
were possibly affected as well. 

Biotech billionaire Dr. Patrick 
Soon-Shiong bought both the 
Los Angeles Times and the San 
Diego Union-Tribune earlier this 
year for $500 million. 
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Trump blames Dems for continuing shutdown 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Sen. Pat Roberts, R-Kan., speaks briefly after he opened and closed 
a brief session of the U.S. Senate amid the partial government 
shutdown on Thursday. 


By Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump was firing Twit¬ 
ter barbs at Democrats over the 
weekend as talks to end a week- 
long partial government shut¬ 
down remained at a stalemate. 

Trump was cooped up in the 
White House after canceling a 
vacation to his private Florida 
club. 

As the disruption in federal 
services and public employees’ 
pay appeared set to continue into 
the new year, there were no signs 
of any substantive negotiation 
between the blame-trading par¬ 
ties. Trump held out for billions 
in federal funds for a border wall 
between the U.S. and Mexico, 
which Democrats have said they 
were intent on blocking. 

Trump tweeted Saturday that 
he was “in the White House wait¬ 
ing for the Democrats to come on 
over and make a deal on Border 
Security.” But there has been 
little direct contact between the 
sides during the stalemate, and 
Trump did not ask Republicans, 
who hold a monopoly on power in 
Washington for another five days, 
to keep Congress in session. 

Trump earlier had upped the 


brinkmanship by threatening 
anew to close the border with 
Mexico to press Congress to cave 
to his demand for money to pay 
for a wall. Democrats are vowing 
to pass legislation restoring the 
government as soon as they take 
control of the House on Thurs¬ 
day, but that won’t accomplish 
anything unless Trump and the 
Republican-controlled Senate go 
along with it. 

Talks have been at a stale¬ 
mate for more than a week after 
Democrats said the White House 
offered to accept $2.5 billion for 
border security last Saturday. 
Senate Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer told Vice President 
Mike Pence that it wasn’t accept¬ 
able, nor was it guaranteed that 
Trump, under intense pressure 
from his conservative base to ful¬ 
fill his signature campaign prom¬ 
ise, would settle for that amount. 

Trump has remained out of 
the public eye since returning to 
the White House early Thursday 
from a 29-hour visit to U.S. troops 
in Iraq, instead taking to Twitter 
to attack Democrats. 

He also moved to defend him¬ 
self from criticism that he couldn’t 
deliver on the wall while the GOP 
controlled both the House and 


Senate. 

“For those that naively ask why 
didn’t the Republicans get ap¬ 
proval to build the Wall over the 
last year, it is because IN THE 
SENATE WE NEED 10 DEMO¬ 
CRAT VOTES, and they will gives 
us “NONE” for Border Security!” 
he tweeted. “Now we have to do it 
the hard way, with a Shutdown.” 

Trump appeared no closer to 
securing money for his signature 
border wall, which he vowed dur¬ 
ing the campaign that he would 
make Mexico pay for. He’s failed 
to do so. Now Democratic leaders 
are adamant that they will not 
authorize money for the project, 
calling it wasteful and ineffec¬ 
tive. They show no signs of bend¬ 
ing either. 

The shutdown is forcing hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of federal 
workers and contractors to stay 
home or work without pay. 

The White House has not di¬ 
rectly engaged in weeks with 
House Democratic leader Nancy 
Pelosi, who has all but locked 
up the support she needs to win 
the speaker’s gavel after the new 
Congress convenes on Thursday. 

Pelosi has vowed to pass leg¬ 
islation to reopen the nine shut¬ 
tered departments and dozens of 


agencies now hit by the partial 
shutdown as soon as she takes the 
gavel. 

Pelosi spokesman Drew Ham- 
mill added that Democrats are 


united against the wall and won’t 
seriously consider any White 
House offer unless Trump backs it 
publicly because he “has changed 
his position so many times.” 


President claims children who died at border already sick 


[Democrats] and their pathetic 
immigration policies ... allow people to 
make the long trek thinking they can enter 
our country illegally. ^ 

President Donald Trump 


Associated Press 

President Donald Trump 
claims that two Guatemalan chil¬ 
dren who died in U.S. custody 
were already ill, yet both young 
migrants passed initial health 
screenings by border officials. 

As Democrats criticized Trump 
for also tweeting Saturday that 
Democratic immigration policies 
were responsible for the deaths. 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen visited medical 
officials and Border Patrol agents 
at the southern border in Arizona 
and Texas amid promises of ad¬ 
ditional wellness screenings for 
migrant children. 

In Guatemala, the mother of 
Felipe Gomez Alonzo, 8, who 
died Christmas Eve, told The As¬ 
sociated Press that her son was 
healthy when he left with his fa¬ 
ther on their journey hoping to 
migrate to the U.S. 

“When he called me, he told 
me he was fine. He told me not to 
worry because he was fine,” Cata¬ 
rina Alonzo said from the family’s 
home in the remote Guatemalan 
village of Yalambojoch, her step¬ 
daughter Catarina Gomez trans¬ 
lating her indigenous language 
Chuj into Spanish. 

Catarina Alonzo said the last 
time she spoke with Felipe he was 
in Mexico at the U.S. border and 
said he was eating chicken. Their 
village is in Nenton municipal¬ 
ity in Huehuetenango province, 
about 250 miles west of Guate¬ 
mala City. 

Trump, whose administration 
has faced widespread criticism 
over the deaths, pointed on Twit¬ 
ter at Democrats “and their pa- 



Catarina Gomez/AP 


Felipe Gomez Alonzo, 8, shown 
in Yalambojoch, Guatemala, on 
Dec. 12, died in U.S. custc^y on 
Christmas Eve. 

thetic immigration policies that 
allow people to make the long 
trek thinking they can enter our 
country illegally.” He also said 
that both children “were very 
sick before they were given over 
to Border Patrol.” 

The two tweets were his first 
comments on the death of Felipe 
and the death Dec. 8 of Jakelin 
Caal, 7. 

An initial screening of Jakelin 
“revealed no evidence of health 
issues,” U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection said Dec. 14. It wasn’t 
until several hours later that Jake- 
lin’s father, Nery Caal, told agents 
she was “sick and vomiting,” CBP 


said. Attorneys for the Caal fam¬ 
ily have also denied claims that 
Nery “hadn’t given her water in 
days,” as Trump wrote. 

And CBP said Tuesday that 
agents logged 23 welfare checks 
of Felipe and his father in the first 
several days the two were was de¬ 
tained. Felipe’s father, Agustin 
Gomez, told a Guatemalan official 
that the boy first showed signs of 
illness Monday morning, the day 
he died. 

Despite Trump’s claim that 
Democrats were responsible for 
“pathetic” immigration policies, 
at least one of the laws his admin¬ 
istration has blamed — legisla¬ 
tion that prevents the immediate 
deportation of unaccompanied 
children from Central American 
countries — was signed in 2008 
by President George W. Bush, a 
Republican. 

Democrats criticized the presi¬ 
dent’s tweets. In a tweet address¬ 
ing the president. Sen. Mazie 
Hirono wrote: “Obviously noth¬ 
ing is too low or cruel for you. A 
collective New Year’s wish: For 
the sake of our country, you can 
stop now.” 

“You slander Jakelin’s memory 
and re-traumatize her family 
by spreading lies about why she 


died,” said U.S. Rep. Joaquin Cas¬ 
tro of Texas. 

Nielsen was in Yuma, Ariz., 
on Saturday to meet with medi¬ 
cal staff at the border. She said 
in a statement that “the system 
is clearly overwhelmed and we 
must work together to address 
this humanitarian crisis” and she 
called on Congress to “act with 
urgency.” 

Her office said she was briefed 
in El Paso, Texas, on Friday on 
“recently instituted secondary 
medical screenings and the more 
thorough initial health screen¬ 
ings of migrants.” 

El Paso Mayor Dee Margo said 
he met with Nielsen and told CNN 
on Saturday that he agreed with 
her that the immigration policy is 
“broken.” 

“El Paso is dealing with the 
symptoms as a result of the lack 
of fortitude in Washington, on 
both sides of the aisle, to deal with 
our immigration policy,” the Re¬ 
publican said. 

Felipe and Agustin Gomez 
were apprehended by border 
agents Dec. 18 near the Paso del 
Norte bridge connecting El Paso 
to Juarez, Mexico, according to 
border officials. The two were de¬ 
tained at the bridge’s processing 


center and then the Border Pa¬ 
trol station in El Paso, until being 
taken at about 1 a.m. Sunday to 
a facility in Alamogordo, N.M., 
about 90 miles away. 

After an agent noticed Felipe 
coughing, father and son were 
taken to an Alamogordo hospital, 
where Felipe was diagnosed with 
a common cold and found to have 
a fever of 103 degrees Fahrenheit, 
officials have said. 

Felipe was held for observa¬ 
tion for 90 minutes, according to 
CBP, before being released with 
prescriptions for amoxicillin and 
ibuprofen. 

But the boy fell sick hours later 
Monday and was readmitted to 
the hospital. He died just before 
midnight. 

New Mexico authorities saidlate 
Thursday that an autopsy showed 
Felipe had the flu, but more tests 
need to be done before a cause of 
death can be determined. 

CBP Commissioner Kevin 
McAleenan said last week that 
prior to this month, no child had 
died in their custody in more than 
a decade. 

Trump threatened via Twitter 
the previous day to cut off aid to El 
Salvador, Guatemala and Hondu¬ 
ras in Central America’s so-called 
Northern Triangle region. He has 
made similar threats in the past 
without following through. 

A statement released Saturday 
said that the Salvadoran govern¬ 
ment has pushed a media cam¬ 
paign urging its citizens not to 
risk their lives making the dan¬ 
gerous journey, and especially 
not to expose children. 
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New laws put Calif., Trump further at odds 


By Don Thompson 
Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Cali¬ 
fornia Gov. Jerry Brown is leaving 
office Jan. 7 after signing more 
than 1,000 laws in his last year, 
further positioning the state as 
a bastion of liberal activism and 
goad to President Donald Trump. 

The laws, most of which take 
effect Tuesday, ease criminal 
sentences, tighten gun restric¬ 
tions and address climate change, 
gender discrimination and sexual 
harassment. 

The Democratic governor ap¬ 
proved 1,016 laws, the most in any 
of his last eight years in office. His 
201 vetoes also were the most dur¬ 
ing his final two terms as lawmak¬ 
ers passed a record number of 
measures. 

Counting his two terms from 
1975 to 1983, the state’s longest- 
serving governor vetoed 1,829 
bills and saw 17,851 become law. 

Here are some of the laws tak¬ 
ing effect with the new year: 

■ Criminal justice. Sweeping 
new laws bar juveniles younger 
than 16 from being tried as adults. 


even for murder, and keep chil¬ 
dren under 12 out of the criminal 
justice system unless they are 
charged with murder or rape. 

Other laws allow many defen¬ 
dants to ask judges to dismiss their 
charges if they show mental iUness 
played a m^or role in their crime 
and limit the state’s felony murder 
rule, which holds accomplices to 
the same standard as the person 
who carried out the killing. 

A new law responding to po¬ 
lice shootings of young black men 
broadens pubhc access to officers’ 
personnel records. A police union 
is challenging whether the law is 
retroactive. 

Repeat drunken drivers and 
first-time offenders involved in in¬ 
jury crashes must install an igni¬ 
tion interlock device, which blocks 
their vehicle from starting if the 
driver isn’t sober. 

■ Guns. Spurred by mass shoot¬ 
ings, lawmakers further tightened 
California’s already tough gun 
laws. 

Anyone convicted of certain 
domestic violence misdemeanors 
will be barred for life from pos¬ 
sessing a firearm, while those 


under age 21 will be banned from 
purchasing a rifle or shotgun un¬ 
less they are members of law en¬ 
forcement or the military or have 
a hunting license. 

Several other laws already took 
effect, including measures ex¬ 
plicitly banning rapid-fire bump 
stocks that attach to guns; requir¬ 
ing eight hours of training for 
concealed carry applicants; and 
allowing police to seize ammuni¬ 
tion and magazines under domes¬ 
tic violence restraining orders. 

A lifetime firearm ban goes 
into effect in 2020 for anyone 
who has been hospitalized for a 
mental health issue more than 
once in a year. 

■ Wildfires. Utilities may bill 
customers for future legal dam¬ 
ages and for settlements from the 
deadly 2017 wildfires that caused 
more than $10 billion in insured 
losses, even if the companies’ mis¬ 
management caused the blazes. 

The measure is among more 
than two dozen wildfire-related 
laws. 

Others make it easier to log 
trees, build firebreaks and conduct 
controlled burns of vegetation that 


would fuel wildfires; require in¬ 
vestor-owned utilities to upgrade 
equipment so it’s less likely to 
cause fires; safeguard residents’ 
insurance coverage following di¬ 
sasters; and improve emergency 
notifications. 

■ Gender discrimination and 
sexual harassment. California 
becomes the first state to require 
publicly held corporations to have 
at least one woman on their boards 
of directors by the end of 2019 and 
two or more by 2021. 

Spurred by the #MeToo move¬ 
ment, another new law bans 
private and public employers, 
including the state Legislature, 
from reaching secret settlements 
over sexual assault, harassment 
or discrimination. A law prevent¬ 
ing businesses from requiring em¬ 
ployees to sign hability releases 
to keep their jobs or receive bo¬ 
nuses is among several expanded 
protections. 

Californians also can list their 
gender as “nonbinary” on their 
driver’s licenses, designated as 
the letter “X.” 

■ Climate change. California’s 
utilities must generate 60 percent 


of their energy from wind, solar 
and other renewable sources by 
2030, which is 10 percent higher 
than a previous mandate. Law¬ 
makers set a goal of phasing out 
electricity from fossil fuels by 
2045. 

“This is historic because there 
is no economy larger in the world 
that has committed to pure, clean 
energy,” former Democratic state 
Sen. Kevin de Leon, of Los Ange¬ 
les, wrote when Brown signed the 
bill into law. 

It was California’s latest ambi¬ 
tious reaction to Trump’s deci¬ 
sions to withdraw from the Paris 
climate accord and revive the coal 
industry. 

Other new laws study ways to 
ease the impact of climate change, 
encourage the use of biomethane 
and protect Obama administra¬ 
tion targets for removing “super 
pollutants” called hydrofluorocar¬ 
bons from refrigerants. 

Another law bars the Trump 
administration from expanding 
oil drilling off the California coast 
by blocking new pipelines and 
other supporting construction in 
state waters. 


Out of the ruins come 
ashes, thanks to dogs 



By Linda Childers 

The Washington Post 

CHICO, Calif. — Larry Wood¬ 
ward surveyed the charred ruins 
of his 1,700-square foot home, the 
blackened brick fireplace among 
the few recognizable items that 
survived the flames. 

The widower, 73, pointed to the 
mantel that once held his wife’s 
um. His most precious posses¬ 
sion was now missing, lost amid 
the ashes created by California’s 
deadliest and most destructive 
wildfire in history. 

A black-and-white border colhe 
named Piper followed the direc¬ 
tion of Woodward’s finger, led by 
her handler. Piper sniffed around 
the base of the fireplace. She then 
chmbed a ladder to explore the 
mantel, her nose trained to find the 
distinct smell of human cremains. 

Within minutes. Piper lay down 
near the fireplace, alerting a crew 
of archaeologists to a spot where 
they could distinguish the ashes 
of Woodward’s home from the 
coarse, reddish-brown cremains. 

“Most of the search and rescue 
cadaver dogs that have been in 
Chico and Paradise these past few 
weeks are trained on the scent of 
decomposing human tissue, which 
is a much larger scent than that 
of old bones or cremains,” said 
Lynne Engelbert, Piper’s owner 
and an associate with the nonprof¬ 
it Institute for Canine Forensics, 
or ICE, based in Woodside, Cahf 
“Human cremains have a distinct 
smell that Piper and the other ICE 
dogs can identify.” 

Piper is part of an elite group 
of eight trained detection dogs 
that work with volunteer archae¬ 
ologists to reunite people whose 
homes were lost in wildfires with 


the cremains of their loved ones. 
Unlike the dogs that searched for 
victims killed in the Camp Fire, 
which was fully extinguished on 
Nov. 25, Piper is skilled in de¬ 
tecting historical and prehistoric 
remains. 

Typically herding and hunting 
breeds, the dogs frequently work 
with archaeologists to sniff out old 
cemeteries and burial sites on Na¬ 
tive American tribal lands. Last 
year, Engelbert and Piper were 
one of four teams that traveled to 
Nikumaroro, an uninhabited is¬ 
land north of Fiji, to search for the 
remains of famed aviator Ameha 
Earhart, who disappeared over 
the Pacific Ocean in 1937. 

The dogs begin their training 
by identifying teeth and bones 
before progressing to more com¬ 
plex burials and cremains. Once 
they’re exposed to a range of 
scents, they are taught to survey 
an area to pick up the smell of cre¬ 
mains, follow the scent to the area 
where it is most concentrated and 
alert their handlers. 

The ICE group started last year, 
assisting residents affected by the 
Tubbs Fire in Santa Rosa, Calif 
When Alex DeGeorgey, principal 
of Alta Archaeological Consulting, 
received a call from a colleague 
who wondered if his parents’ 
urns could be recovered from his 
bumed-down home, he contacted 
ICE for help. 

Because locating cremains in 
areas destroyed by wildfires is 
a new expertise, Engelbert said, 
the teams are sometimes met with 
skepticism. 

“There are people who beheve 
that when the human body is cre¬ 
mated, all of the human scent is 
destroyed,” she said. “We know for 
a fact that isn’t the case. You can 


work a dog trained on old bones 
and teeth, and they will alert on 
cremains the first time they are 
exposed to them.” 

The first recovery effort in 
Santa Rosa was a success, with 
Piper locating the site of the cre¬ 
mains within a matter of minutes. 


Once the location was identified, 
the archaeologists separated the 
wildfire ash from the cremains. 
They also found a metallic tag is¬ 
sued by the mortuary, confirming 
the identity of the ashes. 

If the home sites are undis¬ 
turbed, without people walking 


and sifting through the ashes after 
a fire, the team’s success rate of lo¬ 
cating cremains is approximately 
92 percent, Engelbert said. 

“Fortunately, we were able to 
find the cremains of 50 people in 
Santa Rosa,” she noted. “The re¬ 
lief of the families was palpable. 
Many worried the cremains were 
lost forever and could potentially 
end up in a toxic waste site.” 

As of mid-December — when 
the team was first allowed to 
enter the area — 103 clients had 
requested the team’s services in 
locating cremains in the Carr Fire 
region. Woodward’s home was the 
first of nine sites they searched 
that day. 

The team is all volunteer, and 
the service is free. 

Once certain they had accurate¬ 
ly identified his wife’s remains, the 
archaeologists placed the ashes in 
a plastic bag and presented them 
to Woodward. In an emotional 
reunion. Woodward took the cre¬ 
mains and held them reverently, 
his eyes filled with tears. 
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UN calls out Yemen's Houthi rebels 


By Ahmed Al-Haj 

Associated Press 

SANAA, Yemen — The United 
Nations cast doubt Sunday on 
claims by Yemen’s Shiite rebels 
to have withdrawn from the Red 
Sea port of Hodeida, saying such 
steps can only be credible if all 
other parties can verify them. 

Stephane Dujarric, spokesman 
for U.N. Secretary-General An¬ 
tonio Guterres, said the rebels, 
known as Houthis, also failed 
to honor an agreement to open 
a “humanitarian” corridor be¬ 
tween Hodeida and the capital, 
Sanaa, to deliver assistance. Both 
cities are under rebel control. 

He said retired Dutch Mgj. 
Gen. Patrick Cammaert, who 
heads a U.N. team of monitors 
in Hodeida, has expressed his 
“disappointment at their missed 


opportunity to build confidence 
between the parties” in a meeting 
with rebel representatives about 
their failure to open the corridor. 

The confidence-building mea¬ 
sures agreed to in Sweden this 
month — which include an ex¬ 
change of prisoners — could pave 
the way for a political settlement 
of Yemen’s 4-year-old war, which 
pits the Iran-aligned Houthis 
against the government and a 
Saudi-led coalition. 

The two sides have observed a 
cease-fire in Hodeida for nearly 
two weeks, ending months of 
fierce fighting for control of the 
city. Some 70 percent of Yemen’s 
imports come through Hodeida, 
and the Sweden deal is designed 
in part to facilitate the delivery of 
relief supplies to pull Yemen back 
from the brink of famine. 

The fighting in Yemen, the 


poorest Arab nation, has killed 
tens of thousands of people and 
driven millions to hunger. The 
U.N. calls it the world’s worst hu¬ 
manitarian disaster. 

The Houthis said Saturday 
they handed over control of the 
Hodeida port to the coast guard 
under the Sweden agreement, but 
the government denied that, say¬ 
ing it was a ploy by the rebels to 
maintain control. Government of¬ 
ficials said the Houthi-appointed 
commander of the coast guard in 
Hodeida is a longtime rebel com¬ 
mander who had never served in 
the coast guard before. 

The estimated 300 members 
of Hodeida’s coast guard had not 
reported for work in months and 
have been replaced by personnel 
loyal to the Houthis, said the of¬ 
ficials, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because they were not 


authorized to brief the media. 

In his meeting with the rebel 
representatives, Cammaert wel¬ 
comed the Houthis’ efforts to 
start implementation of the Swe¬ 
den agreement but noted that this 
must be “concurrent,” said Du¬ 
jarric, the U.N. spokesman. The 
Dutch envoy also emphasized 
that any redeployment would be 
credible only if all parties and 
the U.N. were able to observe and 
verify it. 

Cammaert planned to meet 
Tuesday with representatives 
of both sides to discuss “the re¬ 
deployment plans of the parties 
and the liaison, monitoring and 
coordination mechanism that 
will be required to monitor the 
cease-fire and ensure that cred¬ 
ible redeployment is achieved,” 
according to Dujarric. 


Violence in 
Bangladesh 
kills over 12 



Dita Alangkara/AP 


Light designer Kim Yong II stands in front of his creation, a light show displaying propaganda messages 
on the facade of the pyramid-shaped Ryugyong Hotel in Pyongyang, North Korea. 

World’s tallest empty hotel lit up 
with propaganda in North Korea 


Associated Press 

DHAKA, Bangladesh — More 
than a dozen people reportedly 
died in election-related violence in 
Bangladesh on Sunday as voters 
went to the polls to decide whether 
to give Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina a third consecutive term 
amid critics’ claims that her lead¬ 
ership has become increasingly 
authoritarian. 

In the run-up to the election, ac¬ 
tivists from both the ruling party 
and the opposition complained 
of attacks on supporters and 
candidates. 

On Sunday, The Associated 
Press received more than 50 calls 
from people across the country 
who identified themselves as op¬ 
position supporters complaining 
of intimidation and threats and 
being forced to vote in front of 
ruling party men inside polling 
booths. 

“Some stray incidents have hap¬ 
pened. We have asked our officials 
to deal with them,” K.M. Nurul 
Huda, Bangladesh’s chief election 
commissioner, said as he cast his 
vote in Dhaka, the capital. Bangla¬ 
desh’s leading Enghsh-language 
newspaper, the Daily Star, said 16 
people were killed in 13 districts 
in election-related violence. 

The election campaign was 
marred by the arrests and jail¬ 
ing of what the opposition says 
are thousands of Hasina oppo¬ 
nents, including six candidates for 
Parhament. 

“Hasina’s use of the state ma¬ 
chinery to subjugate the opposition 
virtually ensures her electoral vic¬ 
tory,” said Sasha Riser-Kositsky, 
a South Asia analyst for the New 
York-based Eurasia Group. 

Hasina has expressed great con¬ 
fidence in the outcome, already 
inviting foreign journalists and 
election observers to her official 
residence on Monday, by which 
time the results are expected to be 
known. 


By Eric Talmadge 
Associated Press 

PYONGYANG, North Korea 
— The 105-story Ryugyong Hotel 
has long been a blot on the Pyong¬ 
yang skyline. The world’s tallest 
unoccupied building has towered 
over North Korea’s capital since 
1987, a grand but empty pyramid 
entirely dark except for the lone 
aircraft warning hght at its top. 

Outsiders saw the unfinished 
building as the epitome of fail¬ 
ure, while people inside the 
country took care to rarely men¬ 
tion it at all. 

That is, until light designer Kim 
Yong II made the building once 
again the talk of the town. 

In a brilhant flip of the script, 
the Ryugyong has been reborn as 
a symbol of pride and North Ko¬ 
rean ingenuity. 


For several hours each night, the 
building that doesn’t have electric¬ 
ity inside becomes the backdrop 
of a massive light show in which 
more than 100,000 LEDs flash im¬ 
ages of famous statues and monu¬ 
ments, bursts of fireworks, party 
symbols and political slogans. 

The Ryugyong is still unfin¬ 
ished. There’s no pubhc date 
when, or if, it will host its first 
guest. Questions remain over 
whether the glass-and-concrete 
hotel is structurally sound. And 
North Korea’s electricity supply is 
hmited as is. 

But never mind all that. 

“I feel really proud,” Kim, the 
vice department director of the 
Korean Light Decoration Center, 
told The Associated Press in a 
recent interview at the foot of the 
hotel. “I made this magnificent 
design for this gigantic building. 


and when people see it, it makes 
them feel good. It makes me proud 
to work as a designer.” 

The display was first lit in 
April to mark the birthday of the 
country’s “eternal president,” 
Kim II Sung. 

Designer Kim said the prepara¬ 
tions took about five months. He 
was in charge of designing and 
programming the light display, 
which took him two months. An¬ 
other specialist was responsible 
for the physical setup and electri¬ 
cal wiring. 

Giant LED displays have been 
used around the world for many 
years — and on an even bigger 
building. Japanese designer Yu- 
suke Murakami and a London- 
based company collaborated in 
2016 on an LED animation on 
Dubai’s Burj Khalifa, the world’s 
largest tower. 


Russia rejects call to 
free detained sailors 

Russia rejected a Franco-Ger¬ 
man call to release 24 Ukrainian 
sailors seized during a naval 
clash last month and accused the 
European powers of siding with 
the government in Kiev. 

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and French President 
Emmanuel Macron issued the 
appeal in a joint statement on 
Friday that also criticized Rus¬ 
sia for conducting “excessive” in¬ 
spections in the Sea of Azov near 
Crimea that are holding up free 
passage of shipping. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said the sailors, who are 
in pretrial detention on charges 
of illegally entering Russian ter¬ 
ritory, are being treated in accor¬ 
dance with the law. The appeal 
by Merkel and Macron to Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin “can’t be a 
reason to change Russian law” to 
free anyone from responsibility, 
Peskov told reporters on a confer¬ 
ence call Saturday. 

Duterte steps up 
attacks on church 

Philippine President Rodrigo 
Duterte stepped up his attacks 
against the Roman Catholic 
Church on Saturday, telling its 
leaders to clean up their ranks in¬ 
stead of meddling in how he runs 
the country as he cast doubt on 
Jesus and the Holy Trinity. 

“To the priests, don’t meddle 
too much,” Duterte said in the 
southern Philippine province of 
Cotabato, where he gave out land 
titles to farmers. The Catholic 
Church “has to correct itself be¬ 
fore it can” criticize. “If not, I will 
really be their enemy and I will 
continue to attack them.” 

In June, the firebrand leader 
called God “stupid” and ques¬ 
tioned the Bible’s story of cre¬ 
ation as he attacked bishops who 
have been critical of his anti-drug 
campaign, which has led to the 
deaths of thousands. The presi¬ 
dent’s popularity fell to a record 
low after the comments. 

Egypt says 40 militants 
killed during raids 

CAIRO — Egypt said Saturday 
its security forces have killed 40 
militants in raids on their hide¬ 
outs in the Sinai Peninsula and 
the Greater Cairo area, just hours 
after a roadside bomb targeted a 
tourist bus in the capital, killing 
three Vietnamese tourists and 
their Egyptian guide. 

In a Saturday statement, the 
Interior Ministry, which oversees 
the police, said 10 of the militants 
were killed when the security 
forces stormed their hideout in 
el-Arish, a coastal city in the tur¬ 
bulent north of Sinai, epicenter 
of a long-running insurgency by 
Islamists. 

Another 14 were killed in the 
Cairo suburb Oct. 6, and 16 more 
in a housing project on a highway 
heading west from Cairo. The 
statement said the militants were 
preparing for attacks on govern¬ 
ment and tourism facilities, army 
and police personnel, as well as 
Christian churches. 

From the Associated Press 
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WORLD 


The year of Putin 


Russia’s president scores some wins but 
tensions with the West continue to mount 
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Russian President Vladimir Putin takes a mini-break during 
a hike in the Siberian Tyva region, Russia on Aug. 26. 

Alexei Nikolsky, Sputnik/AP 
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President Donald Trump shakes hand with Putin on July 16 at the 
end of the press conference after their meeting at the Presidential 


By Vladimir Isachenkov 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW — It’s been a mixed 
year for Russian President Vladi¬ 
mir Putin. 

Putin may look like a winner 
after an abrupt U.S. decision to 
pull out of Syria. But Russia’s 
leader faces massive challenges 
in Syria and elsewhere, and he 
hasn’t moved an inch closer to¬ 
ward throwing off the Western 
sanctions that have emaciated 
Russia’s economy. 

The Russian military campaign 
in Syria has achieved the Krem¬ 
lin objective of shoring up Syrian 
President Bashar Assad’s rule at 
a relatively modest cost and made 
Moscow an essential player in the 
Middle East. However, Syria lies 
in ruins after nearly eight years 
of fighting and Moscow has failed 
to persuade the West to help foot 
Syria’s multibillion-dollar recon¬ 
struction bill. 

Even though the hasty pull¬ 
out ordered by President Don¬ 
ald Trump could further bolster 
Moscow’s clout in Syria, it leaves 
Russia pitted against Turkey, 
which is eager to expand its zone 
of influence. Moscow will also be 
saddled with the delicate task of 
trying to balance the conflicting 
interests of Israel and Iran in the 
region. 

“It could be seen by some as 
Putin’s success, but in fact, it 
means trouble for Putin,” Alexei 
Malashenko, a leading Moscow- 
based Middle East expert, said 
about the planned U.S. withdraw¬ 
al. “The situation may change 
drastically, and Russia will be re¬ 
sponsible for that. Bickering with 
the Americans was better than 
being left face-to-face with Tur¬ 
key, Iran and others.” 

Trump’s plan to halve the U.S. 
troops’ presence in Afghanistan 
by the summer could spell more 


Russia, on March 6. 

potential problems for Russia. 

Putin has mocked the U.S. 
failure to stabilize the country 
despite a 17-year campaign, but 
the reduction of the U.S. military 
presence in Afghanistan could 
foment dangerous instability by 
Islamic militants in Russia’s un¬ 
derbelly of Central Asia. 

Moscow may now find it neces¬ 
sary to invest more in Tajikistan, 
where it has a military base, to 
help seal the porous border with 
Afghanistan and try to expand 
its presence elsewhere in Central 
Asia. 

Those challenges come as the 
Russian economy is still reeling 
from a combined blow of low oil 
prices and Western sanctions. 

Western support for anti-Rus¬ 
sian sanctions has remained 
unwavering. 

The U.S. and the European 
Union sanctions came in response 
to Russia’s 2014 annexation of 
Crimea, its support for separat¬ 
ist rebels in eastern Ukraine, 
Moscow’s meddling in the 2016 
U.S. presidential election and 
the nerve-agent poisoning in 
March of a former Russian spy in 


Britain. 

The sanctions have restricted 
Russia’s access to international 
capital markets, limited imports 
of Western energy and military 
technologies and spooked inter¬ 
national investors. 

Putin has blamed the U.S. and 
its allies for trying to punish Rus¬ 
sia for its independent course — a 
rhetoric amplified by state-con¬ 
trolled media that has fueled Rus¬ 
sian hostility toward the West. 

A recent opinion survey by 
the independent Levada Center 
showed that six out of 10 Russian 
respondents had a negative atti¬ 
tude about the US., and half had a 
negative view of the EU. The sur¬ 
vey also reflected growing public 
worries about Western sanctions, 
with 43 percent of those polled 
expressing concern about them 
compared with 28 percent a year 
ago. 

The nationwide poll of 1,600 
conducted in late November had 
a margin of error of no more than 
3.4 percentage points. 

Yet while the Western restric¬ 
tions have stymied Russia’s 
growth, they also gave Putin a 


Palace in Helsinki, Finland. 

convenient explanation for his 
domestic problems. 

“The American and European 
sanctions have in fact helped 
bolster Putin’s power, allowing 
him to point to foreign pressure,” 
Malashenko said. 

Russia saw 1.5 percent growth 
in 2017 following a two-year re¬ 
cession, and its economy is set to 
grow 1.8 percent this year. But the 
Russian government’s hopes for 
faster growth haven’t material¬ 
ized, and the nation has remained 
heavily dependent on exports of 
oil, gas and other raw materials. 

Tatiana Stanovaya, an indepen¬ 
dent political expert who writes 
extensively about the Kremlin, 
noted that Putin’s uncompromis¬ 
ing stance stems from his view 
that the West will see any conces¬ 
sions as a sign of weakness and 
make more demands. 

“Putin believes that if Russia 
gives in, the pressure will only 
grow and the sanctions will be 
expanded further,” she said. 

Amid rising tensions with the 
West, the Kremlin has focused 
on beefing up Russia’s military 
arsenals. 


Putin turned his state-of-the- 
nation speech in March into a 
presentation of an array of new 
nuclear weapons, including a hy¬ 
personic glide vehicle that streaks 
through the atmosphere at more 
than 20 times the speed of sound 
and an underwater drone fitted 
with a powerful atomic weapon 
capable of sweeping enemy coast¬ 
lines with a devastating tsunami. 

Vladimir Frolov, a Moscow- 
based foreign policy expert, saw 
Putin’s statements as part of his 
efforts to persuade the West to sit 
down for talks. 

“His goal is to win attention, 
fear and respect from the West, 
to get the right of veto regarding 
Western policies,” Frolov said. 
“He’s pushing for talks on Rus¬ 
sia’s conditions and without any 
unilateral concessions.” 

Putin warned that the planned 
U.S. exit from the 1987 Inter¬ 
mediate-Range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty would trigger a Russian 
response. In an ominous state¬ 
ment this month, he lamented that 
global fears of a nuclear war have 
ebbed, leaving the world blind to 
a rising doomsday threat. 
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By Bob Wilson 

Special to The Washington Post 

J im Mattis’ resignation from the 
Trump administration and his 
subsequent accelerated dismissal 
prompted responses that bordered 
on the hagiographic. Tellingly, most of the 
anecdotes in these articles and columns 
emphasized his career up to the point 
when Mattis walked into the Pentagon as 
defense secretary, rather than his perfor¬ 
mance in that role — which was decidedly 
lackluster. 

In the Atlantic, foreign policy scholar 
Eliot Cohen told a heartwarming story 
of Mattis relieving a young Marine from 
checkpoint duty on a Christmas Day at 
Quantico, Va., so he could spend the holiday 
with his family. Retired Army officer John 
Nagl recalled that Mattis joined Marines 
in foxholes on cold nights in Afghanistan 
to keep watch. Post columnist Max Boot 
chimed in, saying Mattis in Iraq in 2003 
was “as close to a reincarnation of George 
S. Patton as I would ever meet.” 

Nagl and Cohen both noted that Mattis is 
an avid reader of the classics, with a per¬ 
sonal library of thousands of books on his¬ 
tory and strategy. While he is no doubt a 
highly respected Marine and an unconven¬ 
tional thinker, the praise in all these pieces 
was so thick it obscured his actual record 
in the job he resigned from (beyond vague 
assertions that he “labored to save the 
world from (President Donald) Trump,” as 
Boot put it). 

It’s hard to square the irreproachable 
figure in the postresignation evaluations 
with some of his actions. In the weeks 
leading up to the resignation, for instance, 
Mattis had an opportunity to set the record 
straight on two important issues generat¬ 
ing controversy at home and abroad — and 
he whiffed on both. 

At a joint news conference with Secre¬ 
tary of State Mike Pompeo, he demurred 
when asked about the murder of Wash¬ 
ington Post contributor Jamal Khashoggi, 
declaring that there was “no smoking gun” 
proving the Saudis were involved. Days 
later, CIA Director Gina Haspel would brief 
Congress that her agency had concluded 
that Riyadh was complicit in the murder; 
Mattis apparently decided to ignore or dis¬ 
regard that intelligence assessment, which 


The Washington Post 

T he victims of social media ma¬ 
nipulation have become the at¬ 
tackers. A New York Times 
article detailing how a group of 
Democrats borrowed Russian tactics in 
last year’s Senate race in Alabama is an 
ominous development in a dawning age of 
information warfare. 

The Times reported that the operators 
of a secret experiment to undermine Re¬ 
publican candidate Roy Moore created 
a Facebook page to support a write-in 
conservative. They also, according to an 
internal report, “orchestrated an elabo¬ 
rate ‘false flag’ operation” to link Moore’s 
campaign to “a Russian botnet.” News or¬ 
ganizations picked up on the influx of ac¬ 
counts and reported the supposed foreign 
interference. 

The effort was small, costing its orga¬ 
nizers $100,000 in a $51 million election. 
But that does not make it any less wor¬ 
rying. Domestic actors on both sides of 
the aisle, it seems, are willing to turn the 
tricks against their opponents that Russia 


had reportedly been completed before he 
spoke. 

Mattis’ comments during a visit with 
troops deployed in support of Trump’s 
controversial southern border policy were 
equally regrettable. Given an opportunity 
to talk about the military’s role there to 
servicemembers on the ground — and the 
U.S. public — Mattis struggled. A young 
soldier asked Mattis what the “short- and 
the long-term plans of this operation” 
were, and Mattis responded: “Short term, 
right now, you get the obstacles in so the 
border patrolmen can do what they gotta 
do.... Longer term, it’s somewhat to be de¬ 
termined.” He added, “We’ll just have to 
see what the situation develops in, and then 
we’ll get you an answer.” 

To be sure, Mattis did not devise this 
misguided mission, which politicized the 
armed services. But if Mattis was not 
going to resign over this mission, he owed 
more to the men and women on the ground 
there than the muddled nonrationale he 
provided. 

At least Mattis provided statements in 
these two cases, albeit fairly useless ones. 
Throughout his tenure as secretary, the 
Defense Department became considerably 
less transparent than it had been under 
his predecessors. The department gave 
reporters little access to its senior lead¬ 
ers, including Mattis himself, and became 
more stinting with information about what 
it was doing, both with the public and with 
our allies. 

Mattis has few defense policy achieve¬ 
ments to point to. His immediate prede¬ 
cessor, Ash Carter, implemented one of 
the most far-reaching military personnel 
policy changes of the past several decades: 
the opening of all military combat-duty po¬ 
sitions to women. That change provided a 
pathway for women to positions of leader¬ 
ship within the uniformed services as well, 
because assignment to combat units is a 
prerequisite for many jobs. The shift will 
shape the military in profound ways in the 
decades ahead. 

Mattis went out of his way to distance 
himself from that move. It was, he said, 
“a policy that I inherited, and so far the 
cadre is so small that we have no data on 
it.” And he openly expressed skepticism of 
it. “Clearly, the jury is out” about whether 
women in combat were “a strength or a 


has used against the United States. Each 
time one party promotes a false narrative 
or unleashes a horde of internet trolls, the 
other has more incentive to employ those 
same techniques — setting off a cycle of 
discord and doubt in our democracy. The 
United States has no system in place to 
stop the spiral. 

The country stands at a critical junc¬ 
ture. Either society wards off the spread 
of these strategies or they become the 
new normal. One answer is self-restraint. 
Billionaire Reid Hoffman, who says he 
unknowingly funded the Alabama proj¬ 
ect, was right to apologize last week. 

Sen. Doug Jones, D-Ala., is also right to 
demand an investigation. But candidates, 
political committees, big nongovernmen¬ 
tal organizations and others should also 
pledge not to engage in inauthentic activ¬ 
ity, just as the Democratic Congressio¬ 
nal Campaign Committee promised not 
to promote hacked material in the 2018 
midterms. 

It may be unrealistic to expect the pres¬ 
ident and Republican allies to commit to 
such an agreement, given their record on 


weakness,” he said. The women serving in 
— or even commanding — infantry units, 
or those in the pipeline for Special Opera¬ 
tions training are right to be unimpressed 
by his leadership in this area. 

Mattis also played a key role in devising 
the United States’ policy in Afghanistan. 
At the time of the Afghanistan policy re¬ 
view in 2017, Mattis was arguably the most 
influential adviser within the Trump ad¬ 
ministration, as well as the most respected 
Trump official in the eyes of the public and 
our allies. Yet despite his influence, intel¬ 
lect and experience, Mattis championed a 
status quo policy for Afghanistan that all 
but guaranteed the situation there would 
remain an unsatisfying stalemate. 

Mattis bet that a modest increase in 
troops and bombings could compel the 
Taliban to negotiate a peace settlement. 
Unsurprisingly, they did no such thing. 

Mattis could have suggested any num¬ 
ber of options. He might have argued that 
the president should substantially increase 
the number of troops in Afghanistan or, 
given the president’s unease with the mis¬ 
sion, provided options for the United States 
to bring its military involvement there 
to some sort of a conclusion. Given the 
president’s regard for the man he chose as 
defense secretary partly for his central¬ 
casting looks. Trump probably would have 
considered any options Mattis put forward. 
But in the end, the man who helped Gen. 
David Petraeus literally write the book on 
counterinsurgency had no new ideas to 
offer in the 17-year-old war. 

So the florid praise for Mattis spilling out 
of every corner—nearly all of it focused on 
Mattis the Marine, Mattis the commander, 
Mattis the “last adult” at the table — seems 
unwarranted. While Mattis had admirable 
qualities as a military leader, that experi¬ 
ence did not translate into meaningful ac¬ 
complishments as defense secretary. And 
the idea that things on the national security 
front would have been much worse without 
him is unprovably counterfactual. They 
are pretty bad now, and Mattis deserves 
some of the blame. 

Bob Wlfson is a retired Arrny coFonel. He served’ on 

the National Security Council in the Obama and 
Trump administrations and commanded U.S. spe- 
ciai operations forces in combat in Afghanistan. 


confronting Russian subversion. But the 
upcoming presidential primary will offer 
Democrats a test; already, intraparty 
feuds are spreading on online networks. 
As they announce their campaigns, con¬ 
tenders should promise not to do to their 
rivals what Russia did to them in 2016. 

Structural changes will help, too. Bi¬ 
partisan appetite in the Senate for protec¬ 
tive measures was curbed this year by a 
recalcitrant House. With Democrats in 
charge, things could change. Congress 
should start by authorizing more infor¬ 
mation — sharing between the Depart¬ 
ment of Homeland Security and federal 
party committees and campaigns to catch 
manipulators in the act, no matter where 
they come from. Members of Moore’s and 
Jones’ staffs, for example, noticed some¬ 
thing was off. 

The Russians’ goal in 2016 may have 
been to get Donald Trump elected, but it 
was also to convince Americans that the 
democracy we had spent our lives believ¬ 
ing in could not be trusted after all. Now it 
is up to us to prove them wrong. 


Dems who used Russian tactics in Ala. must stop 
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OPINION_ 

Measles outbreaks should be wake-up call 


By the Los Angeles Times editorial board 

P ublic health officials in New York 
and New Jersey are fighting a 
measles outbreak that has sickened 
dozens of people since November, 
most of them unvaccinated members of 
orthodox Jewish communities. The virus 
was traced to travelers from Israel, which 
is dealing with its own measles outbreak at 
the moment 

So far, the outbreak has been relative¬ 
ly small because, despite gaps in what’s 
known as community immunity, the over¬ 
all national vaccination remains high 
enough to prevent wide-scale epidemics 
such as the one that raged through parts of 
Europe this year. But Americans should be 
alarmed, nevertheless. The next measles 
outbreak — and there will be one — could 
be much worse. 

That’s because immunization rates 
among U.S. school-aged children are — in¬ 
credibly — declining in certain states, 
thanks to unreasonably permissive im¬ 
munization rules. All but three U.S. states 
allow parents to opt out of vaccination re¬ 


quirements on religious grounds, and 18 of 
them allow exemptions based on what they 
call personal belief, which is an even less 
strict standard. That’s become a problem 
in recent years as the gospel of ignorance 
being pushed by the “anti-vax” movement 
has gained traction across the country. 
Many vaccination opponents believe the 
medicine in vaccinations for measles, 
mumps, rubella and other real diseases 
causes autism and various “vaccination in¬ 
juries.” They have no science to back this 
up, only misinformed anecdotes that serve 
to scare gullible parents. 

And they’re gaining ground. A study pub¬ 
lished earlier this year found that nonmed¬ 
ical exemptions have been on the rise in 12 
of the 18 states that allow personal belief 
exemptions. The World Health Organiza¬ 
tion attributes a global spike in measles in 
the last two years to the spread of misinfor¬ 
mation by those opposed to vaccinations. 

The opponents of vaccination aren’t just 
pushing bad facts. Organizations such as 
the National Vaccination Information Cen¬ 
ter are behind legislative efforts to make 


it easier for parents to refuse to immunize 
their children. One example was a pro¬ 
posed bill in New York state that would 
have barred school officials from asking 
for supporting information when a par¬ 
ent claims a religious exemption. That bill 
didn’t pass. 

California has gone the other way — 
tightening its immunization requirements. 
California is one of only three states that 
allow neither religious nor personal belief 
exemptions. A serious measles outbreak in 
2014 that was traced to Disneyland brought 
attention to the state’s declining immuni¬ 
zation rates, particularly in communities 
where the anti-vax fears had taken root. 

That outbreak was scary, but it served 
as a wake-up call to California lawmak¬ 
ers, who just months later banned all ex¬ 
emptions for vaccinations except those for 
medical reasons. Childhood immunization 
rates immediately rebounded statewide, 
reaching 95 percent for the first time in 
decade, including in school districts where 
rates had dropped the most precipitously. 

Opposition to mandatory vaccination in 


California continues, however. When per¬ 
sonal belief and religious exemptions were 
banned, medical exemptions increased. 
The rise is still too small to affect overall 
rates of protection, but it is a trend that 
bears watching. 

It’s frustrating that some parents are 
more concerned about protecting their 
children from imaginary threats than from 
a well-documented killer. Measles is noth¬ 
ing to mess around with; it is extremely 
contagious, in part because sick people can 
infect others before they realize they are 
suffering from more than the sniffles. And 
it can be particularly deadly for unvac¬ 
cinated adults. Before a vaccination was 
developed in the 1960s, about 2.6 million 
people died from measles every year, ac¬ 
cording to the World Health Organization. 

No one has died yet in this particular 
East Coast outbreak. That’s a relief But it 
shouldn’t take death to wake the public to 
the fact that the rhetoric behind anti-vac¬ 
cination arguments has real and terrible 
consequences. 


New armed services panel chair puts White House on notice 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

onstant misinformation from 
■ " the president is a real prob- 

^ lem in a democratic society, 
^^^and we in Congress have got 
to do our best to hold him accountable,” 
said Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., who will 
assume chairmanship of the House Armed 
Services Committee in January. 

Smith was reacting to a tally of inaccu¬ 
rate claims by President Donald Trump, 
in speeches or tweets, on issues military 
people and veterans care about, such as 
the size of pay raises, the purpose of bor¬ 
der deployments, assertions of readiness in 
disarray before he became president, and 
his premature claims of expanded health 
care choices for veterans who rely on the 
Department of Veterans Affairs medical 
system. 

The latest occurred during Trump’s visit 
with U.S. troops in Iraq on Dec. 26, when 
he said again, as he did in May, that “the 
big pay raise you just got” — 2.4 percent 
in January, a 2.6 percent increase to take 
effect next month — was the first raise in 
“more than 10 years,” according to a White 
House transcript. 

Trump added, falsely, that the military 
raise was 10 percent. 

On Dec. 12, following an hourlong press 
breakfast hosted by the Defense Writers 
Group, Smith warned that a new Demo¬ 
cratic m^ority in the House no longer 
will allow Trump misstatements targeting 
troops to slide. 

At the breakfast. Smith said the House 
committee with Democratic m^ority will 
resist some declared presidential plans 
for the Department of Defense, including 
creation of a Space Force and a 5 percent 
bump in defense spending for 2019, which 
Trump embraced this month, reversing an 
earlier call for cuts. 

On the Space Force, Smith said there is 
“bipartisan concern about creating a sepa¬ 
rate branch of the military.” Even Defense 
Department officials, he said, weren’t 
“crazy about a Space Force until the presi¬ 
dent decided we had to have one. ... But 
they know that this isn’t the best way to do 
this.” 

He conceded a need to place a greater 
emphasis on space because “the Air Force 


Military Update 


hasn’t done as good a job managing our 
space assets as they could. Difficulties 
we’ve had with Space Launch has been a 
good example of why a different approach 
is needed to manage military space.” 

The United Launch Alliance, created by 
the Air Force in 2006, got “this monopoly,” 
and billions have been spent. “We spent 
an enormous amount of money on space 
launch and at the same time became reli¬ 
ant on Russian-made engines” based on 
arguments that a U.S. investment would be 
too costly and “competition is impossible,” 
Smith said. And yet, SpaceX “proved us 
wrong.” 

Launch is just one area of underperfor¬ 
mance, Smith said. “But creating a whole 
new bureaucracy, a whole new branch, 
to address it [is not] the best way. It costs 
more money than it nets.” 

On securing the border with Mexico, 
Smith said Trump’s deployment of active- 
duty forces before the November midterm 
elections as a caravan of immigrants ap¬ 
proached seeking asylum was an “optics 
thing ... to make people believe this is an 
invasion and a huge problem.” He called it 
“a misuse of our troops.” 

Trump “misunderstands the problem,” 
Smith said. Democrats agree that border 
security is important. Over the last dozen 
years, the border security budget quintu¬ 
pled, resulting in “a significant decline in 
unlawful border crossings,” he said. 

“We’ve had Guard and Reserve troops 
down there... We’ve built a wall; the presi¬ 
dent seems to have missed that. [But] on 
a lot of the property where the president 
wants [more] wall, some of it is tribal land, 
some of it is privately owned land, some of 
it is like 10,000 feet high so you’re not going 
to put a wall up there.” 

“The challenge we are facing now is dif¬ 
ferent. It’s asylum seekers. You don’t need 
to build more security because folks are 
not trying to sneak in. They are turning 
themselves in [to get] through the process. 
I don’t deny there has been a significant 
increase in people seeking asylum but the 
solution to that is not to harden the border. 
The solution is to hire more judges and ex¬ 
pedite the process.” 


Trump, Smith said, misstates the chal¬ 
lenge to stoke fear. 

Smith echoed New York Sen. Chuck 
Schumer, ranking Democrat in the Sen¬ 
ate, to note that of $1.3 billion in border 
security approved for the current year, the 
administration has spent only 6 percent, or 
about $78 million. 

Smith said he agrees with Democratic 
colleagues that defense spending needs to 
be brought into balance with spending on 
domestic programs. 

“It’s fair to say that in a Democratic bud¬ 
get, in a tight environment scenario, we’re 
going to want to have other priorities in ad¬ 
dition to defense. How do we do that? We 
did it last year by agreeing that we just 
weren’t going to worry about how much 
money we spent... on defense or domestic 
priorities. I don’t know that that’s going to 
work in the future.” 

The question then for defense budgets. 
Smith said, is what’s the right number, 
assuming a return to “some kind of fiscal 
sanity.” 

The Republican approach to national se¬ 
curity “is to point out all the areas where 
we don’t have enough capability and say 
we have to spend more money,” Smith 
said. Under current strategy “we have to 
win a war with China and Russia, prefer¬ 
ably simultaneously. We have to stop North 
Korea. And do all this stuff that, frankly, 
adds up to more money than we possibly 
have. 

“I’m interested in trying to find a na¬ 
tional security strategy that balances risk 
[and] also understands that the strategy 
has to fit within a realistic budget frame¬ 
work. We can’t do everything,” Smith said. 

He noted recent arguments from the 
Defense Department that any budget 
below $733 billion for fiscal 2020 “would 
increase our risk,” Smith said. “Well, any¬ 
thing below a trillion will increase our 
risk.... What’s the magic of 733? I’ve asked 
that question of several Pentagon officials. 
Thus far I haven’t been satisfied with the 
answer.” 

Trump earlier this year ordered all fed¬ 
eral departments, including Defense, to 
cut budgets for 2020 by 5 percent. He even 
tweeted in early December that the $716 
billion in defense spending authorized for 
2019 was “crazy.” 

The next day, however. Trump met with 


Defense Secretary Jim Mattis and top 
Republicans on the armed services com¬ 
mittee and agreed to back $750 billion for 
defense in 2020 — $27 billion more than 
DOD projected before Trump directed a 
department budget cut of 5 percent. 

Smith noted that the nation’s debt had 
reached $22 trillion and would soon be 
climbing by $1 trillion annually if Congress 
doesn’t act. Interest on the debt will sur¬ 
pass the size of the defense budget this fis¬ 
cal year. Smith said. The debt “hangs over 
everything” because there’s not “money to 
do what we’d all like to do,” including re¬ 
pair bridges, roads and other deteriorating 
infrastructure. 

A prediction that Smith got wrong in 
conversing with reporters in mid-Decem¬ 
ber was the longevity of Mattis as defense 
chief 

“I think President Trump knows how 
important he is to the administration and 
what they’re doing,” Smith said. “I don’t 
see any evidence whatsoever that he wants 
to leave or that the president wants him 
to.” 

A week later Trump announced the 
withdrawal 2,000 U.S. troops from Syria, a 
move Mattis vehemently opposed. The next 
day Mattis became the first defense secre¬ 
tary to resign in protest over presidential 
orders affecting military operations. 

Congressional leaders and U.S. allies, who 
had not been consulted, joined in criticizing 
the abrupt withdrawal, arguing it betrayed 
Kurdish forces alhed with the U.S. in fight¬ 
ing Islamic State militants. Russian Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin and President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey, who threaten 
the Kurds, praised the move. 

In his resignation letter, Mattis spelled 
out his differences with Trump on respect¬ 
ing allies and “being clear-eyed about both 
malign actors and strategic competitors” 
like Russia and China. Trump initially 
praised Mattis. 

When news reports focused on the tone 
of Mattis’ letter, the president criticized 
the retired Marine Corps general and or¬ 
dered his departure by Jan. 1, two months 
earlier than Mattis planned to ensure a 
smooth transition. 

To comment, write Mnitary Update, P.6. Box 

231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milup- 
datedJaol.com; or Twitter: Tom Phiipott (f) 
Military_Update. 
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Walmart heirs influence charter schools debate 


By Sally Ho 

Associated Press 

Amid fierce debate over whether char¬ 
ter schools are good for black students, 
the heirs to the Walmart company fortune 
have been working to make inroads with 
advocates and influential leaders in the 
black community. 

The Walton family, as one of the lead¬ 
ing supporters of America’s charter school 
movement, is spreading its financial sup¬ 
port to prominent and like-minded black 
leaders, from grass-roots groups focused 
on education to mainstream national orga¬ 
nizations such as the United Negro College 
Fund and Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation, according to an Associated 
Press analysis of tax filings and nonprofit 
grants data. 

“Those closest to the challenge often 
have the best solution,” Marc Sternberg, 
who leads the Walton Family Founda¬ 
tion’s education efforts, said in a prepared 
statement. 

Charter schools, which are publicly 
funded and privately operated, are often 
located in urban areas with large black 
populations, intended as alternatives to 
struggling city schools. Black enrollment 
in charters has doubled over the course of 
a decade, to more than 760,000 students as 
of 2015-16, according to the latest federal 
data, but the rise also has been marked by 
concerns about racial segregation, incon¬ 
sistent student outcomes, and the hollow- 
ing-out of neighborhood public schools. 

While some black leaders see charters as 
a safer, better alternative in their commu¬ 
nities, a deep rift of opinion was exposed 
by a 2016 call for a moratorium on char¬ 
ters by the NAACP, a longtime skeptic that 
expressed concerns about school privati¬ 
zation, transparency and accountability 
issues. The Black Lives Matter movement 
is also among those that have demanded 
charter school growth be curbed. 

When NAACP leaders gathered to dis¬ 
cuss charters in 2016, a group of demon¬ 
strators led the Cincinnati hotel to complain 
to police that they were trespassing. The 
three buses that brought the 150 black par¬ 
ents from Tennessee on the 14-hour road 
trip were provided by The Memphis Lift, 
an advocacy group that has received $1.5 
million from the Walton foundation since 
2015. 

Deidra Brooks, chief of staff for The 
Memphis Lift, said they were not asked 
by Walton to carry out the protest and 
declined to say how much of their budget 
came from the foundation. The startup ad¬ 
vocacy group seeded by Walton money also 
provides parents school choice counseling 
and advocacy training. 

Like US. Education Secretary Betsy 
DeVos, Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates 
and many other deep-pocketed billionaire 
philanthropists, the Walmart heirs — one 
of America’s richest families — embrace 
charter schools and education reform as 
an avenue to help the neediest. The Wal¬ 
ton foundation is in the midst of a $1 bil¬ 
lion pledge dedicated largely to expanding 
charters, which they see as investments 
to find better ways to educate those who 
struggle in traditional school systems. 

Andre Perry, an education policy expert 
at the Brookings Institution, said the Wal¬ 
ton foundation’s reliance on black faces to 
makes its case for charters suggests that 
they’re exploiting black people for a “white 
agenda.” 

“It’s a sad thing that education reform is 
about how much money you have and not 
about what connection you have with black 
communities,” Perry said. 

Much of the $9 million granted to the 
United Negro College Fund has been spent 
on the scholarship organization’s fellow¬ 
ship program for students interested in 
education reform. Likewise, the founda¬ 



Jamar McKneely, InspireNOLA Charter Schools CEO, talks with students at Alice M. Harte Charter School in New Orleans on Dec. 18. 


tion gave $170,000 in recent years to the 
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation 
for its events, while the Waltons are also 
giving $530,000 to sponsor an affiliated 
education policy advocacy and campaign 
training workshop. 

Walton money totals nearly $2 million to 
the 100 Black Men of America campaign 
and $7.3 million to the National Urban 
League. Both groups have strong ties to 
charter schools on the ground. 

The Waltons have given small amounts 
to other kinds of black community groups, 
as well, including the New England Blacks 
in Philanthropy organization, the Associa¬ 
tion of Black Foundation Executives and 
the National Black Child Development 
Institute. 

“Of course we’ve seen pushback from 
people in general, but that goes with priva¬ 
tization. The forces of privatization are 
powerful and have friends in all sorts of 
places,” said Victor Goode, the NAACP’s 
education director. 

After the NAACP proposed the moratori¬ 
um, Walton money had a hand in the highly 
publicized debate that followed. The Na¬ 
tional Alliance for Public Charter Schools, 
an advocacy group that has received more 
than $16 million from Walton, organized 
a campaign that urged the NACCP to re¬ 
consider, including a letter signed by more 
than 160 black education leaders. 

Among them was prominent charter ad¬ 
vocate Howard Fuller, a former Milwaukee 
schools superintendent. The Waltons gave 
$17 million to his now-defunct advocacy 
group, the Black Alliance for Educational 
Options. 

Sternberg, of the Walton foundation, said 
any aggressive acts of advocacy its grant¬ 
ees take in the debate are rooted in the 
impatience over a century of educational 
inequity for blacks. The foundation also 
points to $120,000 in grants it has given to 
the NAACP in the past two years for event 
sponsorship, and its support of other black 
civil rights groups over the past 25 years. 

“This is not our agenda,” Sternberg said. 
“This is way bigger than us.” 



Gerald Herbert/AP 


Above: Michelle Garnett teaches a pre-kindergarten class at Alice M. Harte Charter 
School in New Orleans on Dec. 18. 

Below: Family members from Memphis Lift speak to Hilary Shelton, right, director 
of the NAACP’s Washington Bureau, during the national NAACP board meeting in 
downtown Cincinnati on Oct. 15, 2016. 



Courtesy of The Cincinnati Enquirer/AP 
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County bans smoking 
in cars with children 


ly Y buffalo — Smoking 
1 is now banned inside 
cars with kids in a western New 
York county, adding to similar 
prohibitions in a couple of other 
places in the state. 

Besides prohibiting smoking 
in cars carrying people under 18 
years old, the Public Health Pro¬ 
tection Act signed on Friday also 
bans smoking at bus shelters and 
bars pharmacies from selling to¬ 
bacco products. Drugstores have 
until the end of February to rid 
the shelves of tobacco and nico¬ 
tine products. 

Violators will be given warnings 
for the first three months, before 
facing fines of $50 or more. 


Post office renamed 
to honor Jimi Hendrix 


lAf A RENTON—Music icon 
wwr\ Jimi Hendrix will have 
a post office near his hometown 
named after him. 

The Seattle Times reported a 
bill was signed into law rechris¬ 
tening the Renton Highlands Post 
Office the James Marshall “Jimi” 
Hendrix Post Office in the leg¬ 
endary guitarist’s honor. 

The bill was sponsored by Rep. 
Adam Smith, of Bellevue, and was 
supported by the other members 
of the Washington state delega¬ 
tion in the House as well as both 
Washington US. senators, Patty 
Murray and Maria Cantwell. 

Before rising to international 
fame in the late 1960s, Hendrix 
grew up in Seattle. Hendrix trib¬ 
utes scattered around his home¬ 
town range from a statue to his 
namesake park. 

Animatron’s clothing 
stolen from Epcot 

PI ORLANDO — Authori- 
r L ties said they’re investi¬ 
gating the theft of clothing that 
belonged to a retired animatronic 
character at Walt Disney World. 

The Orange County Sheriff’s 
Office announced Thursday that 
the theft occurred in August. 
The stolen items had belonged to 
Buzzy, who was part of the now- 
closed “Wonders of Life” attrac¬ 
tion at Epcot. 

Investigators said someone 
sneaked into a backstage area 
that’s not open to the public and 
took a red jacket, green cap and 
rubber molded hands. An incident 
report lists the items’ value at 
$600, but it wasn’t known what a 
black-market collector might pay 
for parts of a Disney attraction 

The sheriff’s office said they 
interviewed a suspect who was 
charged with resisting arrest 
after refusing to hand over his 
phone. 

Purse stolen from pew 
on Christmas Eve 


ly Y greenlawn — po- 

1 ^ 1 lice are looking for 
thieves who snatched a woman’s 
pocketbook from a Long Island 
church pew while she went to re¬ 
ceive Communion during Christ¬ 
mas Eve Mass. 

Two people who appear to be 
women were seen on security 


THE CENSUS 

jm The number of salmon trapped in the Winooski river fish passage in Huntington, Vt., this past fall. Sta- 

M tistics kept by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service show a big decline. In 2017, 84 were trapped in the Lake 
Champlain tributary, and as recently as 2011, 189 were trapped. This year’s number was the lowest since 
* 2009. Biologists are trying to determine whether a warm, dry fall is responsible for a drop in the number 

of landlocked Atlantic salmon that swam up the tributary in Vermont to spawn in the fall or if there could be other reasons 
behind a five-year decline. 




J. David Ake/AP 


Mist at the Mall 

Sunrise bums through the low lying haze surrounding the Washington Monument early Saturday. The inside of the monument is closed until 
spring as the National Park Service modernizes the elevator and constmcts a permanent screening facility for visitors entering the landmark. 


cameras walking into St. Francis 
of Assisi Roman Catholic Church 
in Greenlawn, passing through 
pews toward the back and pick¬ 
ing up something. They walk out 
with a bag they hadn’t brought 
with them. 

Its owner, Linda Barling, told 
Newsday she finds it disgusting 
that anyone would go to a church 
on Christmas Eve to steal. 

Weed that sprouted 
holiday cheer uprooted 

TOLEDO — A street 
corner weed that had 
been decked out with Christmas 
lights and brought out holiday 
goodwill in Ohio has apparently 
met an early demise. 

WTVG-TV in Toledo report¬ 
ed that someone pulled out the 
“Christmas weed” early Friday 
morning and drove off with it in 
his trunk. 

The weed had become a holiday 
attraction after a family decorat¬ 
ed it with tinsel to spread Christ¬ 
mas cheer. 


Police: Dad beat girl, 6, 
with broken selfie stick 

TKI NASHVILLE — Po- 
I lice in Tennessee said a 
Nashville man beat his 6-year-old 
daughter with a selfie stick after 
the girl broke it. 

WSMV-TV reported on Dec. 23 
that Metro Nashville police said 
Aaron Moore, 28, was arrested 
and charged with felony child 
abuse. Police said the girl and 
her siblings were visiting Moore 
when she accidentally broke the 
selfie stick. 

A police report said Moore 
then beat the girl with the bro¬ 
ken device, leaving welts across 
her back. The girl’s siblings told 
police they witnessed the attack, 
and the children’s mother report¬ 
ed the attack to authorities. 

Police probe bomb 
threat to church 


NY 


SCHENECTADY — Po¬ 
lice spent six hours inves¬ 


tigating a bomb threat at a church 
that turned out to be false. 

The Schenectady Police De¬ 
partment said in a news release 
that someone called police at 2 
p.m. Friday claiming there were 
“multiple explosive devices” in¬ 
side the First Reformed Church. 
Police said the caller also said 
someone was inside the church 
with a weapon. 

Multiple police agencies were 
called in, and officers swept the 
inside of the church as well as the 
surrounding area. The all-clear 
was given about 8 p.m. 

Boy not seriously hurt 
in fall from a ski lift 


I IT EDEN — An 8-year-old 
I boy apparently escaped 
serious injury when he fell rough¬ 
ly 33 feet off a ski lift in northern 
Utah. 

The Standard-Examiner re¬ 
ported that Weber Fire District 
Capt. John Wood said the boy 
walked away with only cuts and 


bruises after falling from a lift 
Friday at Nordic Valley Ski Re¬ 
sort in Eden, which is 38 miles 
north of Salt Lake City. 

Wood said the child’s parents 
were told by paramedics to take 
him to a hospital to be checked out 
as a precaution but he did not ap¬ 
pear to have any serious injuries. 

Man with toy gun in 
standoff with police 

CT PLAINVILLE — A 
standoff with a man 
police believed had a gun ended 
without serious injury at a Con¬ 
necticut shopping plaza. 

Plainville Police Sgt. Mark 
Connoy said the man was eventu¬ 
ally taken into custody after being 
subdued with beanbag rounds. He 
said officers discovered the man 
had a toy gun, not a real weapon. 

Connoy said the man was taken 
to an area hospital for treatment 
for some bumps and bruises from 
the beanbags. 

From wire reports 
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Q&A: PUSHA T 


'No one rapped better than me in 2018’ 


By Mesfin Fekadu 
Associated Press 

Pusha T has been on a winning streak. 

In a year where rap easily dominated as music’s top genre, Pusha 
T’s 21-minute, seven-track “Daytona” album moved the needle and 
became one of the most successful hip-hop projects of the year, he 
won his rap beef with Drake and he earned a Grammy nomination 
for best rap album. 

As the rap star reflects on the year, he says: “I really can look back 
at 2018 and really look at it as a total win.” 

“I didn’t start ‘Daytona’ to let anybody down and I feel like we defi¬ 
nitely accomplished the mission,” he added. “‘Daytona’ is rap album 
of the year. No one rapped better than me in 2018.’ ” 

Pusha T, 41, has been making bold statements like those 
since he emerged on the music scene as one-half of the duo 
Clipse two decades ago, earning praise for his raw lyrical 
content and delivery. 

He reached new heights this year when he exposed 
Drake on “The Story of Adidon” (Drake never re¬ 
sponded to the burning diss track). The Kanye West- 
produced “Daytona” soon followed, debuting at No. 

3 on the pop charts and landing on several critics’ 
year-end lists. 

The album earned a Grammy nomination for 
best rap album in a highly competitive year, pit¬ 
ting Pusha T against Cardi B, Travis Scott, Nipsey 
Hussle and the late Mac Miller, and garnering a i 
nod over acts like Drake, Lil Wayne, Eminem, 

J. Cole, Nas, Migos, DJ Khaled, Nicki Mingj and 
even West. 

Pusha T said when the Recording Academy 
added a nomination review committee to the 
rap category last year to serve as 
an additional layer of checks 
and balances, he felt like he 
had a stronger chance of get¬ 
ting a nomination. 

“Maybe not never in my 
life had I ever thought about 
getting a Grammy, but I re¬ 
member hearing about it 
and saying, ‘Damn, man, 
that’s pretty dope. I can’t 
wait to see how that turns 
out,’ ” he said. “I was really 
impressed with the effort 
of the Grammy commit¬ 
tee and how they were 
trying to change the 
way of doing things. 

Now when I look at the 
nominees, man, w 
got a tough category, 
and all of those al¬ 



bums are albums that I rock with.” 

In an interview with The Associated Press, Pusha T discusses his 
Grammy nomination. (Editor’s note: The interview has been edited 
for brevity and clarity.) 

AP: What does it feel like to see “Daytona” up for best rap 
album? 

Pusha T: Man, for me the Grammy nomination is just the icing on 
the cake. ...I remember, like, being young, super-young and looking 
at the Grammys, I used to never see my favorite rappers up there... 
As I got older, and my favorite rappers were being nominated, they 
went through a whole boycott period. I remember rappers boycotting 
the Grammys. Then, ultimately, time moves on and I got to see some 
great ones — Jay-Z, Kanye West — receive a Grammy. To be nomi¬ 
nated for what it is that I do, and what I’ve done — I’ve been 
very consistent for what I’ve done in the rap game — it’s 
amazing. I don’t know if there’s ever been any rapper 
& who has embodied the streets so much and with this 
level of content and this level of pure artistry (that’s 
been nominated for a Grammy). I don’t know. This 
is really just the streets talking right here. 

Was it surprising to get a nomination because 
the aibum is shorter than most? 

Sometimes you have to change the silhou¬ 
ette. I feel like that’s what we did, we changed 
the silhouette. And I guess seven tracks isn’t... 
time-wise, it does say it’s eligible. I don’t think 
anybody left feeling unfulfilled. As I look at all 
these top 100 lists, top 50 lists, like, “Damn, 
‘Daytona’ is always in the top 3, top 5,1, here and 
there.” I feel like everybody was fulfilled. 

What were some of your other favorite rap 
aibums that were not nominated? 

I actually liked Jay Rock’s album a lot. I prob¬ 
ably was on record with that one, too. He’s 
probably one of the ones that I felt like re¬ 
ally put together a really strong project, 
rap-wise. 

Were you surprised to not see 
Drake’s aibum in best rap 
im? 

No. I wasn’t surprised. I 
think everybody needs 
to stay in their respec¬ 
tive category. I don’t 
think me and him are 
in the same category. 

Pusha T’s 
“Daytona” 
faces a highiy 
competHve field 
in the Grammys’ 
rap album category. 

Charles Sykes, InvisioiVAP 


All-star Aretha Franklin tribute show planned for Jan. 13 


Associated Press 

Aretha Franklin will get a royal tribute 
from Alicia Keys, Patti LaBelle, Kelly Clark¬ 
son and more next month. 

The Recording Academy and music mogul 
Clive Davis will put on the special concert — 
“Aretha! A GRAMMY Celebration For The 
Queen Of Soul” — on Jan. 13 at the Shrine 
Auditorium in Los Angeles. The event will 
broadcast later in 2019 on CBS. 

Yolanda Adams, Shirley Caesar, Celine 
Dion, John Legend, SZA and Janelle Monae 
also will perform some of Franklin’s biggest 
hits at the concert. Filmmaker and actor 
Tyler Perry will host the event. 

Franklin died of pancreatic cancer in Au¬ 
gust in her Detroit apartment. She was 76. 

Chris Brown charged with 
monkey-related misdemeanors 

Chris Brown has been charged with mon¬ 
key-related misdemeanors. 

The Los Angeles city attorney’s office 


confirmed Dec. 27 that 
the 29-year-old singer 
has been charged with 
two counts stemming 
from his possession of 
a pet capuchin monkey 
without a permit. Brown 
is scheduled to be ar¬ 
raigned Feb. 6. 

Brown posted a pic¬ 
ture to his 44 million Instagram followers 
in January showing his 3-year-old daughter. 
Royalty, cuddling with the monkey, named 
Fiji. 

California fish and wildlife agents took the 
monkey away soon after. 

Brown has been in repeated legal trouble 
since pleading guilty to the felony assault 
in 2009 of his then-girlfriend, Rihanna. He 
completed his probation in that case in 2015. 

Other news 

■ Frank Adonis, an actor best known for 
his roles in Martin Scorsese films including 


“Goodfellas,” “Raging Bull” and “Casino,” 
has died. He was 83. His wife, Denise, told 
TMZ and Fox News that he died Dec. 26 
in Las Vegas after several years of illness, 
mostly from kidney problems. 

■ Forest Whitaker has filed for divorce 
from his wife of 22 years, Keisha Nash- 
Whitaker. The 57-year-old “Black Panther” 
actor cites irreconcilable differences in the 
divorce filing Dec. 27 in Los Angeles County 
Superior Court. The brief document says the 
exact value of the couple’s assets and debts 
are unclear and will be determined later. 

■ Israeli author Amos Oz, one of the 
country’s pre-eminent and widely acclaimed 
writers, died on Friday after a battle with 
cancer, his family announced. He was 79. 
Oz was known world-wide for a collection of 
novels, essays, and a well-received memoir. 
His works chronicled over half a century of 
life in Israel, from his childhood in Jerusa¬ 
lem through the country’s transformation 
into a modern nation. He also was an out¬ 
spoken advocate of seeking peace with the 
Palestinians. 




Nearly 10 million viewers 
watched Chevel Shepherd win 
“The Voice” on NBC on Dec. 17. 

‘Voice’ finale 
boosts NBC 
to ratings win 

Associated Press 

The 16-year-old charmer who 
conquered “The Voice” with her 
old-school country touch helped 
boost NBC to a ratings win. 

Nearly 10 million viewers 
watched Chevel Shepherd win 
the singing contest, making it last 
week’s most popular entertain¬ 
ment show. Shepherd, of Farming- 
ton, N.M., was coached by another 
talent show discovery: inaugu¬ 
ral “American Idol” victor Kelly 
Clarkson. 

Football once again proved its 
dominance with broadcast and 
cable games and pregame or post¬ 
game shows claiming six of the 
week’s top 10 spots, according to 
Nielsen figures released Dec. 27. 

The top-ranked game — and 
program overall — was NBC’s 
Sunday night NFL showcase, 
in which the Seattle Seahawks 
clinched a spot in the NFC play¬ 
offs with a 38-31 victory over the 
Kansas City Chiefs. 

NBC won the week in prime 
time, averaging 6.7 million. CBS, 
aided by “60 Minutes” and top 20 
reruns of stalwart series including 
“NCIS” and “The Big Bang Theo¬ 
ry,” followed with 6.4 million. 

ABC had 3 million. Fox had 1.7 
million, ION Television had 1.28 
million. Univision had 1.2 million, 
Telemundo had 1 million and the 
CW had 790,000. 


Site of original 
Woodstock to host 
50th anniversary 

The Bethel Woods Center for 
the Arts, a concert venue built on 
the original Woodstock site, an¬ 
nounced Dec. 27 that it will host 
a music festival to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the historic event 
Aug. 16-18. 

The center said performers, to 
be announced soon, will include 
“prominent and emerging art¬ 
ists spanning multiple genres and 
decades.” 

The Woodstock Music and 
Arts Fair held Aug. 15-17, 1969, 
drew more than 400,000 people 
to Max Yasgur’s farm in the Sul¬ 
livan County town of Bethel, N.Y, 
85 miles northwest of New York 
City. 


From The Associated Press 
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Dental Care 
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• International Shipping 
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After 20 years, Euro is a work in progress 



Bernd Kammerer/AP 


Thousands of people stand around a huge Euro symbol on Jan. 1, 
1999, displayed in a park in Frankfurt's banking district on the day 
of the launch of the Euro, the single currency officially adopted in 11 


By David McHugh 
AND Derek Gatopoulos 

Associated Press 

FRANKFURT, Germany — 
The euro is about to celebrate its 
20th birthday, but the countries 
that use it are still wrestling with 
how the shared currency should 
work and how to fix flaws exposed 
by the debt crisis that marred its 
second decade. 

The euro was launched on 
Jan. 1, 1999, when 11 countries 
fixed their exchange rates to it 
and handed decisions on interest 
rates to the newly founded Euro¬ 
pean Central Bank. Euro notes 
and coins went into circulation 
three years later. 

The shared currency was seen 
as a solution to the constant quar¬ 
rels over exchange rates that had 
marked European politics after 
World War II and as a logical ex¬ 
tension of the European Union’s 
tariff-free trade zone. Britain, no¬ 
tably, opted out, but 19 of 28 EU 
countries use the euro. 

The euro is credited with in¬ 
creasing trade between members. 
But countries have struggled to 
adjust to trouble after giving up 
two big safety valves: the ability 
to let their currency’s exchange 
rate fall to boost exports, and to 
adjust their own interest rates to 
stimulate business activity. 

One partial solution could be 
a central budget to keep paying 
bills when member countries are 
slammed with recessions. Euro¬ 
pean leaders called for some sort 
of central pot of money in 2015 
and are finally working on how 
to set one up. Finance ministers 
were tasked at this month’s sum¬ 
mit with filling in the details by 
June. The budget remains, how¬ 
ever, a severely limited version 
of an original 2017 proposal from 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron. 


European states. 

Another key patch — EU-wide 
deposit insurance to help prevent 
bank runs during times of stress 
— has been put off. 

Meanwhile, the possibility 
of a new crisis like the one that 
threatened to break up the euro 
in 2010-12 lurks. Italy’s populist 
government chafes at spending 
restrictions that go along with the 
euro and wants to spend more on 
social welfare. 

Italy’s dispute with the EU’s 
executive arm, the European 
Commission, is on ice for now. 
But Italy’s large debt load of 132 
percent of annual economic out¬ 
put, lack of pro-business reforms 
and slow economic growth over 
its euro membership remain a 
simmering threat that could blow 
up during the next recession, 
whenever it comes. 

The original euro setup under 


the Maastricht Treaty signed in 
1992 made it clear that economic 
policy and spending were strict¬ 
ly national responsibilities, and 
member states were forbidden 
from bailing each other out. That 
concept went by the wayside in 
2010, when the more financially 
solid countries led by Germany 
gave bailout loans to weaker ones 
whose debts were no longer sus¬ 
tainable and enforced tough aus¬ 
terity as a condition. 

European leaders have since 
added new tweaks and crisis pro¬ 
tections, including EU-level scru¬ 
tiny of bank finances. There’s 
also a standing rescue fund, the 
European Stability Mechanism. 

The European Commission 
now scrutinizes countries’ bud¬ 
gets before they’re submitted to 
national parliaments. Perhaps 
most important was a 2012 Eu¬ 


ropean Central Bank promise to 
buy bonds of countries facing ex¬ 
cessive borrowing costs, a pledge 
that helped calm the storm on fi¬ 
nancial markets. 

But there’s little agreement 
on going further. Germany and 
northern European governments 
like the Netherlands resist shar¬ 
ing risks and spending, fearing 
they’ll end up paying for she¬ 
nanigans in less well-run econo¬ 
mies. From the other direction, 
France’s Macron has pushed 
for a substantial central budget, 
against considerable resistance. 

“We have evolved into a new, 
post-Maastricht framework, but 
we don’t really have a political 
vision which explains what that 
new framework actually is,” said 
Lucas Guttenberg, deputy direc¬ 
tor of the Jacques Delors Insti¬ 
tute in Berlin and a former ECB 
economist. 

An expert report carried out 
for the European Commission as 
long ago as 1977 estimated that 
a shared currency would need a 
central budget of 5 to 7 percent 
of gross domestic product. With¬ 
out that, monetary union was 
deemed “impracticable.” But the 
many treasury proposals floated, 
such as a rainy day fund or cen¬ 
tral help funding unemployment 
insurance in a downturn, run into 
opposition. 

Guttenberg said it’s clear some 
form of common budget is need¬ 
ed, but added that “as important 
as getting the fix on institutions 
and tools is to have a political idea 
of what the eurozone should be 

“The key question is that we 
don’t agree yet on what we expect 
from the euro. “ 

While economists and politi¬ 
cians debate, ordinary people are 
left to sort out the ups and downs 
of sharing a currency. 

“I think the euro for most 


Greeks was a symbol of accom¬ 
plishment as a country. Most 
Greeks wished for their country 
to be more ‘European’ — more 
structured, wealthy, organized,” 
said Yiota Lourida, 45, a doctor at 
a state hospital. 

“Post-crisis, it’s obvious the 
idea of the common currency and 
the reality of the euro are two dif¬ 
ferent things,” Lourida said. “We 
signed up for a European cur¬ 
rency and we got a German euro 
instead. That’s not what most peo¬ 
ple had in mind 20 years ago.” 
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Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 31).$1.1788 

Dollar buys (Dec. 31).€0.8483 

British pound (Dec. 31).$1.30 

Japanese yen (Dec. 31).108.00 

South Korean won (Dec. 31).1,091.00 


.0.3769 

.$1.2686 

.1.3638 

.6.8776 

6 5181 

.17.8889 

...$1.1454/0.8730 

7 8327 
280 78 

.3.7590 

.110.33 

0 3036 

8 6940 

.52.53 

.3.76 

3 7511 

.1.3653 

.1,116.01 

0 9803 
32 56 
....5.2748 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel) 

Japan(Yen) 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira). 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market 

3-month bill.. 

30-year bond. 


.5.50 

3 00 

rate.2.40 

2 33 

.3.04 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


MONDAY IN EUROPE 


TUESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 





ACROSS 

1 “Lion King” villain 
5 Male cat 
8 Supplies 
with staff 

12 Otherwise 

13 Playwright Levin 

14 Classic theaters 

15 Harvest 

16 New Year’s 
Eve topper 

18 Shepherd 
of rhyme 

20 Bed linens 

21 Tan and Irving 

23 Hosp. areas 

24 Bach 
compositions 

28 Unuttered “alas” 

31 “Norma —” 

32 Rich cake 

34 Geese formation 

35 Honolulu’s isle 
37 Law firm 

principals 

39 Away from WSW 

41 Rwandan people 

42 Slowpokes 

45 Going together 
49 Speck 

51 Heath 

52 Celestial bear 

53 Squeak stopper 

54 French 101 verb 


DOWN 

1 Belgrade 
resident 

2 Nile queen, 
informally 

3 Now, on 
a memo 

4 Echo 

5 Apex 

6 — pro 
nobis 

7 Red Planet 

8 PBS journalist Bill 

9 Glue 

10 Tidy 

11 Pre-college 
exams 

17 Common 
title start 

19 Send forth 

22 Abraham’s wife 

24 Expert 


25 Bond rating 

26 Practice, 
theatrically 

27 Viennese 
pastries 

29 Berlin’s country 
(Abbr.) 

30 “— a Rebel” 

33 Jazzy James 
36 NFL great 

Johnny 
38 Eggnog 
sprinkling 
40Yalie 

42 Egg on 

43 Not even one 

44 Highlander 

46 Greek vowel 

47 Par 

48 “Fifty Shades 
of —” 

50 Cover 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


All I <isvL tell you 12 montKfi 
from now, your ap^jle dkeeicfi Etml 
optimism will te gpne, tut you 11 
protatly te tadk in a Jiaper. 


■'-m 


Kin^ Features I I 

B1ZARK0,C0(A I I I 111 I I 
Fatielsook.cioTn/ BizarroCovnidfi 



ATFJ PYQ 


LDPAAX JMASX 


ANNS: OPLLX FNMHDL. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: ONE COULD PRESUME 
THE AIRLINE PILOT MUST BE MAKING BIG 
BUCKS. HIS BUSINESS IS TAKING OFF. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: O equals H 
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CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.con' 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Ichiro Katayanagi CustomerHelp@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3267 DSN 315.229,3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.coi 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


142 


SCAM 

FADS 

buyers with classifieds 

Be aware of the common 
red flags. 


■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

■ People saying Free Dog 


SELLER BEWARE 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes Is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Free Europe-wide delivery 


Jobs Wanted 640 


Full time Receptionist | 

needed for H&R Block located in ! 
the KMCC mall for Tax Season i 
2019. Experience preferred. ' 
Call 06158-8239377 or 
email eclemons@hrblock.com 


Travel_1000 


"Winter in Garmisch!** 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

Q 
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the mission 


When you’re serving at a base in Afghanistan or one of the Gulf States, an American newspaper is an 
important link to home. At an isolated location like that, you can develop a real hunger for world and 
national news, stories with a military focus... news that really matters to you. 

Stars and Stripes delivers thousands of papers a day downrange, seven days a week — and we count on 
financial support from our subscribers and advertisers to get those papers to our forward deployed forces. 
Why? Although part of the Department of Defense, Stars and Stripes is editorially independent and 
maintaining our independence demands that we meet most of our financial obligations through our 
own commercial activities. That means selling subscriptions and advertising. Your subscription can 
make a difference. Donating a mail subscription to a VA hospital or clinic can help even more. 

Subscribe today: Stripes.com/digital or emaii MemberServices®stripes.com for more information. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




Pro football 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 

W L T 

y-New England 10 5 0 


x-Houston 

Indianapolis 

Tennessee 

Jacksonville 

Baltimore 

Pittsburgh 

Cleveland 

Cincinnati 


5 10 0 
4 11 0 
South 


6 9 0 


x-Kansas City 11 4 0 
x-L.A. Chargersll 4 0 
Denver 690 

Oakland 4 11 0 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East 


Pet PF PA 

667 398 322 
467 302 391 
333 227 357 
267 330 403 

667 382 313 
600 400 327 
600 293 270 
333 242 296 

600 363 263 
567 412 347 
500 335 366 
400 355 439 

733 530 418 
733 405 320 
400 320 326 
287 432 


y-Dallas 
Philadelphia 
Washington 
N.Y. Giants 


9 6 0 
8 7 0 


5 10 0 

South 

y-New Orleans 13 2 0 
Atlanta 6 9 0 


y-Chicago 11 4 0 

Minnesota 8 6 1 

Green Bay 6 8 1 

Detroit 5 10 0 

West 

y-L.A. Rams 12 3 0 

x-Seattle 9 6 0 

San Francisco 4 11 0 

Arizona 3 12 0 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Sunday’s games 
Miami at Buffalo 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 
Jacksonville at Houston 
Dallas at N.Y. Giants 
Detroit at Green Bay 
N.Y. Jets at New England 
Carolina at New Orleans 
Arizona at Seattle 
L.A. Chargers at Denver 
Oakland at Kansas City 
San Francisco at L.A. Rams 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Chicago at Minnesota 
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh 
Cleveland at Baltimore 
Indianapolis at Tennessee 


J 303 289 
3 343 348 
7 281 335 
3 334 376 

7 490 320 
3 380 391 
J 343 368 
3 364 430 

3 397 273 
7 350 317 
3 376 369 
3 293 360 


479 352 
600 401 323 
267 310 387 
200 201 398 


College hockey 


Saturday’s scores 

EAST 

American International 4, Robert Mor¬ 
ris 3 

Dartmouth 5, Army 2 
Denver 4, UMass-Lowell 1 
Northeastern 2, Ala.-Huntsville 0 
Princeton 7, Maine 3 
Providence 3, Brown 1 
~ ■ ■ ■ ic 6, Colgate 0 

/\ C r'raKCic-M 1C -5 




_ . 0 5, Canisius 3 

Vermont 4, RPI 2 

MIDWEST 
Ferris St. 3, Minnesota 2 
Ohio St. 5, Mercyhurst 4 
Omaha 3, Alaska Anchorage 0 
WEST 

Clarkson 3, Minn.-Duluth 1 
Bemidji St. 3, Air Force 3, OT 
Minnesota St. 2, Arizona St. 2, OT 

EXHIBITION 

North Dakota 6, U.S. Under-18 2 


Boxing 


Fight schedule 

Dec. 31 

At Macau, China, Donnie Nietes vs. 
Kazuto loka, 12, for vacant WBO super 
flyweight title; Hekkie Budler vs. Hiroto 
Kyoguchi, 12, for Budler’s WBA Super 
World light flyweight title: Moruti Mtha- 
lane vs. Masahiro Sakamoto, 12, for 
Mthalane’s IBF flyweight title. 

Jan. 11 

At StageWorks of Louisiana, Shreve¬ 
port, Devin Haney vs. Xolisani Ndongeni, 
10, lightweights. 

Jan. 13 

At the Microsoft Theater, Los Angeles, 
Jose Uzcategui vs. Caleb Plant, 12, for 
Uzcategui’s IBF super middleweight title; 
Brandon Figueroa vs. Moises Flores, 10, 
featherweights; Ahmed Elbiali vs. Al¬ 
lan Green, 10, light heavyweights; Hugo 
Centeno Jr. vs. Juan De Angel, 10, middle- 
weights. 


College basketball 

1 

College football 

1 

Deals 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

EAST 

Buffalo 87, Canisius 72 
George Washington 71, American U. 
67, OT 

Georgetown 102, Howard 67 
Hartford 65, Marist 56 
Mass.-Lowell 100, Sacred Heart 91, OT 
Niagara 83, Norfolk St. 75 
Penn St. 74, UMBC 52 
Pittsburgh 68, Colgate 54 
Robert Morris 108, Hood 51 
Rutgers 70, Maine 55 
Saint Joseph’s 59, Wagner 57 
Seton Hall 76, St. John’s 74 
Siena 75, Cal Poly 54 
St. Peter’s 83, Hampton 80, OT 
Syracuse 81, St. Bonaventure 47 
SOUTH 

Auburn 95, North Florida 49 
Coll, of Charleston 73, UNC-Wilming- 
ton 66 

E. Kentucky 145, Brescia 72 
ETSU 79, Furman 56 
Fayetteville State 80, UNC-Asheville 63 
Florida 77, Butler 43 
Gardner-Webb 73, Wake Forest 69 
Georgia St. 117, Middle Georgia State 
69 

Harvard 71, Mercer 67 
Jacksonville St. 109, Reinhardt 77 
Kentucky 71, Louisville 58 
Longwood 110, The Citadel 94 
Louisiana Tech 71, Southern Miss. 56 
Louisiana-Lafayette 73, SE Louisiana 

72 

Maryland 78, Radford 64 
Memphis 96, Florida A&M 65 
Miami 73, Campbell 62 
Mississippi 87, Florida Gulf Coast 57 
Mississippi St. 103, BYU 81 
Murray St. 110, Bethel (TN) 82 
Nicholls 88, Campbellsville-Harrods- 
burg 63 

North Carolina 82, Davidson 60 
Richmond 91, South Alabama 82 
SC-Upstate 89, Coker 69 
Samford 96, VMI 68 
South Florida 60, Fairleigh Dickinson 
54 

Tennessee 96, Tennessee Tech 53 
Troy 71, Ark.-Pine Bluff 63 
UAB 75, Arkansas-Monticello 67 
UNC-Greensboro 85, Chattanooga 72 
Vanderbilt 95, Tennessee St. 76 
W. Kentucky 83, Wisconsin 76 
Winthrop 76, Prairie View 62 
Wofford 74, W. Carolina 54 
MIDWEST 

Ball St. 116, Delaware St. 57 
Dayton 94, Georgia Southern 90 
Drake 98, McKendree 70 
FAU 73, Illinois 71, OT 
Green Bay 92, Milwaukee 82 
Iowa 72, Bryant 67 
Kansas 87, E. Michigan 63 
Kansas St. 59, George Mason 58 
Michigan St. 88, N. Illinois 60 
Missouri 75, Morehead St. 61 
N. Dakota St. 71, South Dakota 65 
Nebraska 79, Southwest Minnesota 
State 38 

Notre Dame 63, Coppin St. 56 

Ohio St. 82, High Point 64 

Purdue 73, Belmont 62 

Purdue Fort Wayne 84, North Dakota 

73 

Stony Brook 73, N. Iowa 63 
Toledo 77, Penn 45 

Valparaiso 97, Purdue University 
Northwest 61 

Xavier 74, DePaul 65 

SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 88, McMurry 40 
Arkansas St. 87, Harding 62 
Baylor 84, New Orleans 44 
Houston 80, NJIT 59 
Houston Baptist 143, Dallas Christian 
92 

Lamar 122, Champion Christian Col¬ 
lege 58 

North Texas 103, Rice 87 
Oklahoma St. 69, Texas A&M-CC 59 
Texas Southern 88, Texas A&M 73 
Texas State 105, Howard Payne 29 
UTSA 70, Southeastern Oklahoma 
State 67 

FAR WEST 

Brown 82, San Diego St. 61 
CS Northridge 94, Morgan St. 86 
Cal St.-Fullerton 79, Portland 64 
California Baptist 97, La Verne 46 
Idaho St. 72, Idaho 55 
Liberty 73, UCLA 58 
Montana 86, N. Arizona 73 
Montana St. 92, S. Utah 62 
N. Colorado 70, Sacramento St. 65 
Nevada 86, Utah 71 
Oregon 62, Boise St. 50 
Oregon St. 80, CCSU 59 
Pacific 84, UC Irvine 75, OT 
Princeton 67, Arizona St. 66 
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 75, San Jose St. 45 
San Diego 61, Grand Canyon 58 
Santa Clara 79, Washington St. 71 
Seattle 82, California 73 
Stanford 93, Long Beach St. 86 
UC Santa Barbara 73, San Francisco 
71 

Utah Valley 64, Fresno St. 60 
Weber St. 84, E. Washington 72 
Wyoming 65, Dixie State 63 


Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

Saturday 

1. UConn (11-0) did not play. Next: at 
No. 7 Baylor, Thursday. 

2. Notre Dame (11-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Lehigh, Sunday. 

3. Louisville (12-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. North Carolina, Thursday. 

4. Maryland (12-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Rutgers, Monday. 

5. Oregon (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Washington, Friday. 


6. Stanford (10-1) beat Cal State 
Northridge 69-43. Next: vs. Southern Cal, 
Friday. 

7. Baylor (8-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Texas-Rio Grande Valley, Monday. 

8. Mississippi State (11-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Louisiana-Lafayette, Sunday. 

9. N.C. State (12-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Davidson, Sunday. 

10. Tennessee (10-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Belmont, Sunday. 

11. Oregon State (10-2) beat Cal State 
Bakersfield 92-52. Next: vs. Washington 
State, Friday. 

12. Minnesota (12-0) did not play. Next: 
at Michigan, Monday. 

13. Texas (10-2) beat Northwestern 
State 104-66. Next: vs. Oklahoma State, 
Wednesday. 

14. California (9-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Harvard, Sunday. 

15. Syracuse (11-2) did not play. Next: 
at Clemson, Thursday. 

16. Iowa (9-2) did not play. Next: at No. 
21 Michigan State, Sunday. 

17. Arizona State (9-2) did not play. 
Next: at Arizona, Sunday. 

18. Kentucky Q3-1) beat Sacred Heart 
71-43. Next: vs. Vanderbilt, Thursday. 

19. DePaul (9-4) lost to Creighton 85- 
82. Next: vs. Providence, Monday. 

20. Gonzaga (12-1) beat Loyola Mary- 
mount 78-53. Next: at Pepperdine, Mon¬ 
day. 

21. Michigan State (10-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 16 Iowa, Sunday. 

22. Marquette (10-3) beat Providence 
85-46. Next: vs. Creighton, Monday. 

23. Texas A&M (11-2) beat Texas-Rio 
Grande Valley 84-61. Next: vs. No. 25 
South Carolina, Thursday. 

24. Miami (12-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Central Michigan, Sunday. 

25. South Carolina (7-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Furman, Sunday. 

Saturday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 62, Columbia 58 
Boston College 99, Dartmouth 68 
Butler 63, Villanova 55 
Cornell 79, Hampton 53 
Fairleigh Dickinson 70, Georgian Court 
45 

Fordham 72, Maine 64 
Georgetown 68, Xavier 61 
Hofstra 77, Wilmington (DE) 56 
LIU Brooklyn 55, Lafayette 50 
Ohio 77, American U. 67 
Pittsburgh 66, Duquesne 58 
Princeton 90, New Hampshire 42 
UMass 70, Marist 55 
West Virginia 84, Niagara 32 
SOUTH 

Auburn 83, Alabama St. 50 
Coastal Carolina 78, UNC-Greensboro 
71 

Drexel 58, Richmond 35 
Florida St. 79, Georgia St. 43 
Gardner-Webb 79, Converse 51 
George Mason 70, Md.-Eastern Shore 
49 

High Point 73, ETSU 65 
Kentucky 71, Sacred Heart 43 
Louisiana Tech 89, McNeese St. 48 
Marshall 75, Delaware St. 63 
Memphis 77, NC Central 56 
Middle Tennessee 58, Chattanooga 47 
Morehead St. 79, Lipscomb 44 
Morgan St. 61, Mass.-Lowell 49 
Old Dominion 81, Coppin St. 51 
Radford 60, Shepherd 46 
SC State 54, W. Carolina 39 
Tennessee Tech 100, Tennessee Wes¬ 
leyan 58 

Troy 89, Jacksonville St. 63 
Tulane 68, Cent. Michigan 57 
UT Martin 110, MVSU 51 
Virginia Tech 93, Longwood 39 
W. Kentucky 77, Union (TN) 65 
William & Mary 73, George Washing¬ 
ton 59 

MIDWEST 

Akron 63, Malone 44 
Creighton 85, DePaul 82 
Iowa St. 86, Bucknell 61 
Kansas St. 72, N. Iowa 62 
Marquette 85, Providence 46 
Miami (Ohio) 74, Ohio Dominican 29 
SE Missouri 80, Harris-Stowe State 65 
SOUTHWEST 

North Texas 93, Oklahoma Panhandle 
State 52 

Rice 74, Incarnate Word 63 
Stephen F. Austin 86, Cameron 59 
TCU 88, Alcorn St. 31 
Texas 104, Northwestern St. 66 
Texas A&M 84, Rio Grande 61 
Texas Tech 105, Abilene Christian 54 
Texas-Arlington 66, SMU 41 
Tulsa 66, UTEP 45 

FAR WEST 
BYU 54, Santa Clara 44 
Cal St.-Fullerton 56, Utah Valley 55 
Colorado St. 91, Chadron State 38 
E. Washington 64, Weber St. 58 
Fresno St. 90, Fresno Pacific 51 
Gonzaga 78, Loyola Marymount 53 
Idaho 86, Idaho St. 72 
Montana 78, N. Arizona 62 
Montana St. 69, S. Utah 64 
N. Colorado 82, Sacramento St. 69 
Nevada 79, Hawaii 78 
Oregon St. 92, CS Bakersfield 52 
Pepperdine 82, Portland 68 
San Francisco 68, San Diego 57 
Stanford 69, CS Northridge 43 
UC Davis 92, Dominican (CA) 42 
UC Irvine 65, Seattle 60 


Bowl glance 

Saturday, Dec. IS 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

N.C. A&T 24, Alcorn State 22 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Tulane 41, Louisiana-Lafayette 24 

New Mexico Bowl 

Utah State 52, North Texas 13 

Las Vegas Bowl 

Fresno State 31, Arizona State 20 

Camellia Bowl 

Georgia Southern 23, Eastern Michi- 

New Orleans Bowl 

Appalachian State 45, Middle Tennes¬ 
see 13 

Tuesday, Dec. 18 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
UAB 37, Northern Illinois 13 
Wednesday, Dec. 19 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Ohio 27, San Diego State 0 
Thursday, Dec. 20 
Gasparilla Bowl 
Marshall 38, South Florida 20 
Friday, Dec. 21 
Bahamas Bowl 
FlU 35, Toledo 32 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
BYU 49, Western Michigan 18 
Saturday, Dec. 22 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 
Wake Forest 37, Memphis 34 
Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 70, Houston 14 

Dollar General Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 

Troy 42, Buffalo 32 

Hawaii Bowl 
Honolulu 

Louisiana Tech 31, Hawaii 14 

Wednesday, Dec. 26 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 

Boston College vs. Boise State, ccd., 
weather 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Minnesota 34, Georgia Tech 10 

Cheez-lt Bowl 
TCU 10, California 7, OT 

Thursday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Duke 56, Temple 27 

Pinstripe Bowl 
New York 

Wisconsin 35, Miami 3 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 
Baylor 45, Vanderbilt 38 

Friday, Dec. 28 
Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Auburn 63, Purdue 14 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Syracuse 34, West Virginia 18 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Washington State 28, Iowa State 26 

Saturday, Dec. 29 
Peach Br ■ 


Florida 41, Michigan 15 

Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Virginia 28, South Carolina 0 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Nevada 16, Arkansas State 13, OT 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

CFP Semifinal, Clemson 30, Notre 
Dame 3 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

CFP Semifinal, Alabama 45, Oklahoma 
34 

Monday, Dec. 31 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Cincinnati (10-2) vs. Virginia Tech (6- 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

Stanford (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (7-6) 

Red box Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Michigan State (7-5) vs. Oregon (8-4 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Missouri (8-4) vs. Oklahoma State (6- 

6) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Northwestern (8-5) vs. Utah (9-4) 

Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

NC State (9-3) vs. Texas A&M (8-4) 

Tuesday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Mississippi State (8-4) vs. Iowa (8-4) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Kentucky (9-3) vs. Penn State (9-3) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

LSU (9-3) vs. UCF (12-0) 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Washington (10-3) vs. Ohio St. (12-1) 

Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 

Texas (9-4) vs. Georgia (11-2) 

Monday, Jan. 7 

College Footbafi Championship 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Ciemson (14-0) vs. Aiabama (14-0) 
Saturday, Jan. 19 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

.West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bpwl 


East v: 


At Pasadena, Calif. 
American vs. National, TBA 
Saturday, Jan. 26 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 
North vs. South 


Saturday’s transactions 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — Fined New England WR Julian 
Edelman $63,504; Ciev^and QB Baker 
Mayfield $10,026; New York Jets coach 
Todd Bowles $25,000; Houston DE Jade- 
veon Clowney $40,110; Jets DL Leonard 
Williams $43,449; Jets RB Trenton Cannon 
and CB Darryl Roberts $26,739 each; Ari¬ 
zona S Tre Boston $26,739; Jacksonville 
LB Telvin Smith $10,026 and Jacksonville 
DE Yannick Ngakoue $26,739; Philadel¬ 
phia S Tre Sullivan $26,739; Dallas DE Ran¬ 
dy Gregory $20,054; Tennessee OT Taylor 
Lewan and Washington CB Josh Norman 
$10,026 each for actions during or after 
games last week. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Waived QB Tyler 
Bray. Activated OL Kyle Long from injured 
reserve. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Placed WR Jawill 
Davis on injured reserve. Signed WR 
Alonzo Russell from the practice squad. 

NEW YORK JETS - Placed WR Quincy 
Enunwa, CB Morris Claiborne and LB Kev¬ 
in Pierre-Louis on injured reserve. Signed 
CB Brandon Bryant, WR J.J. Jones and DT 
Destiny Vaeao from the practice squad. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Signed TE 
J.P. Holtz from the practice squad. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL — Fined Montreal F Phillip Dan- 
ault $5,000 for a dangerous trip against 
Florida D Aaron Ekblad. 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Reassigned D An- 
drej Sustr and G Kevin Boyle to San Diego 
-----lyWelin- 


Recalled D Andy Welinski from San 


drej Si 
(AHL). 

Diego. 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Assigned F Mi¬ 
chael Bunting to Tucson (AHL). 

BUFFALO SABRES - Recalled G Jonas 
Johansson from Cincinnati (ECHL) to 
Rochester (AHL). 

CALGARY FLAMES - Recalled F Dillon 
Dube from Stockton (AHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Activated D 
Dion Phaneuf from injured reserve. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS - Placed F Jor¬ 
dan Eberle on injured reserve. Recalled F 
Michael Dal Colle from Bridgeport (AHL). 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Assigned D 
Matthew Spencer from Syracuse (AHL) to 
Orlando (ECHL). 

COLLEGE 

AUBURN - CB Jamel Dean will enter 
the NFL draft. 

MEMPHIS - Named Adam Fuller de¬ 
fensive coordinator. 

VANDERBILT - CB Joejuan Williams 
will enter the NFL draft. 


AP sportlight 


Dec. 31 

1961 — Paul Hornung,on leave from the 
Army, scores 19 points to lead the Green 
Bay Packers to a 37-0 win over the New 
York Giants for their seventh NFL cham¬ 
pionship. Green Bay’s Bart Starr throws 
three touchdown passes in the first title 
game ever played in Green Bay. 

1962 — The American Basketball 
League folds. The ABL played one full 
season, 1961-1962, and part of this sea¬ 
son. The ABL is the first basketball league 
to have a three point shot for baskets 
scored far away from the goal. The league 
also had a 30-second shooting clock and 
a wider free throw lane, 18 feet instead of 
the standard 12. 

1973 — Third-ranked Notre Dame edg¬ 
es top-ranked Alabama 24-23 in the Sugar 
Bowl. Notre Dame’s Bob Thomas kicks a 
19-yard field goal with 4:26 left to give the 
Irish a one-point lead. With two minutes 
left, the Irish clinch the victory when on 
third-and-8 from the their own 3, Tom Cle¬ 
ments completes a 35-yard pass from his 
own end zone to Robin Weber, and Notre 
Dame runs out the clock. 

1982 — Jockey Pat Day edges Angel 
Cordero Jr. by two races to capture lead¬ 
ing rider honors. Day rides Dana’s Woof 
and Miltons Magic to victory during the 
evening program at Delta Downs for 399 
wins for the year. 

1988 — A blinding fog rolls in dur¬ 
ing the second quarter of the Chicago 
Bears’ 20-12 NFC semifinal victory over 
the Philadelphia Eagles at Soldier Field 
in Chicago. The fog obscures the game 
from most of the 65,534 fans present and 
a national television audience that could 
watch only ground-level shots. 

1989 — Jockey Kent Desormeaux sets 
the world record for most number of 
wins in a single season. His 598th win is 
aboard 2-year-old East Royalty in the In¬ 
ner Harbor Stakes at Laurel Racecourse. 

2013 — Johnny Manziel lives up to his 
nickname “Johnny Football,” leading 20 
Texas A&M to another comeback win, 
52-48 over No. 22 Duke in the Chick-fil-A 
Bowl. The Aggies are down 38-17 at half¬ 
time but with Manziel at the helm they 
came back in the highest-scoring game 
in the bowl’s history. The 2012 Heisman 
winner throws four touchdown passes, 
completes 30 of 38 passes for 382 yards 
and runs for 73 yards and a touchdown. 

2016 — Top-ranked Alabama relies on 
a stifling defense and the bruising runs 
of Bo $carbrough to wear down Washing¬ 
ton for a 24-7 victory in the Peach Bowl 
semifinal game. 

2016 — Deshaun Watson runs for two 
touchdowns and throws another and No. 
3 Clemson crushes No. 2 Ohio 5tate 31-0 
on in the Fiesta Bowl to set up a rematch 
with Alabama for the College Football 
Playoff national championship. 

2017 — The Buffalo Bills snap the lon¬ 
gest current non-playoff streak in North 
American pro sports with a 22-16 victory 
at Miami and Cincinnati’s victory at Balti¬ 
more. The Bills hadn’t made the postsea¬ 
son since 1999. 
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MMA/SPORTS BRIEFS 

Nunes earns KO; 
Jones gets title 



Photos by Kyusung Gong/AP 


Amanda Nunes throws a punch at Cris “Cyborg” Justino during the first round of their featherweight title 
bout at UFC 232 on Saturday in Inglewood, Calif. Nunes knocked out Cyborg in 51 seconds. 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

INGLEWOOD, Calif. — Aman¬ 
da Nunes pulled off one of the 
most surprising wins in mixed 
martial arts history when she left 
the world’s most feared female 
fighter face-down on the canvas. 

Jon Jones merely did exactly 
what everyone expects him to do 
whenever he manages to get out 
of his own way. 

Nunes knocked out Cris “Cy¬ 
borg” Justino 51 seconds into the 
first round at UFC 232 on Saturday 
night, ending the featherweight 
champion’s 13-year unbeaten run 
in spectacular fashion. 

Jones also reclaimed his light 
heavyweight title in his return 
from a 17-month cage absence. 
The two-time champ stopped Al¬ 
exander Gustafsson with strikes 
on the ground in the third round. 

Nunes (17-4), the UFC’s ban¬ 
tamweight champion, made his¬ 
tory after she fearlessly moved 
up 10 pounds to challenge Jus¬ 
tino (20-2), widely considered the 
most accomplished female fighter 
in MMA. 

The undersized underdog dom¬ 
inated her fellow Brazilian from 
the start, buckling Justino’s knees 
and knocking her down twice be¬ 
fore landing the overhand right 
that ended it. 

“Nothing was going to stop me 
from what I wanted to do tonight,” 
Nunes said. “When she connect¬ 
ed with a couple of punches, I 
just said, T’m going to walk right 
through her.’” 

Nunes is the third fighter in 
UFC history to hold two title belts 
simultaneously, joining Conor 
McGregor and Daniel Cormier. 

“I knew this was happening, I 



Jon Jones celebrates his win 
over Alexander Gustafsson in 
their UFC light heavyweight title 
bout Saturday. 

told you all!” Nunes said. “I’m the 
new ‘champ-champ.’ I said that 
before, and now I’m just achiev¬ 
ing this dream.” 

Just six days after the UFC 
moved the entire 232 card from 
Las Vegas to the famous Forum 
south of downtown Los Angeles, 
Jones (23-1, 1 no-contest) closed 
the show with a methodical dis¬ 
mantling of Gustafsson (18-5). 
The bout was a rematch of Jones’ 
toughest fight, a thrilling decision 
in 2013 over Gustafsson. 

But in Jones’ first bout since 
completing his second drug-re¬ 
lated suspension, the star picked 
apart Gustafsson with kicks in the 
first two rounds. He got a take¬ 
down in the third and finished the 
fight with several brutal shots to 


Gustafsson’s head on the ground. 

“It was always about being the 
champion again,” Jones said. “It 
was never about the opponent, 
nothing personal. I’m just happy 
with my belt, and for now I want 
to go back to the gym and improve 
my game.” 

The UFC made the extraordi¬ 
nary decision to move its show 
280 miles to California during a 
holiday week just to keep Jones 
on the card. The former cham¬ 
pion recently tested positive for 
low levels of a banned steroid, but 
California regulatory officials 
didn’t consider the result serious 
enough to keep the long-troubled 
star out of the octagon, while Ne¬ 
vada’s commission did. 

The 31-year-old Jones had 
fought only twice in the previous 
47 months, losing an enormous 
chunk of his fighting prime due to 
his misbehavior. He held the UFC’s 
205-pound title twice before, but 
had it stripped both times. 

Jones returned from his first 


doping suspension with a stop¬ 
page of Cormier in July 2017 to 
reclaim his light heavyweight 
title, but lost the belt again after 
testing positive for steroids. 

A capacity crowd of 15,862 in 
Southern California watched an¬ 
other groundbreaking achieve¬ 
ment by Nunes, the ferocious 
brawler who calls herself “The 
Lioness.” Nunes also knocked 
out Ronda Rousey in less than 
a minute two years ago, and she 
has victories over bantamweight 
champion Miesha Tate and fu¬ 
ture 125-pound champion Valen¬ 
tina Shevchenko. 

Nunes’ punching power is often 
too much for her male sparring 
partners, and she carved up Jus¬ 
tino with astonishing ease despite 
a size disadvantage. Justino had 
won 20 consecutive fights since 
her MMA debut in 2005, and she 
had dominated since the incep¬ 
tion of the UFC’s 145-pound divi¬ 
sion, which was created largely as 
a showcase for Cyborg’s talent. 


“I know I hit hard, but some¬ 
times you never know,” Nunes 
said. “When I hit her, I could see 
she got rung a little bit. I’m think¬ 
ing, ‘I’m going to be fast. I’m going 
to move my head, and I know I’m 
going to get a knockout.’” 

Earlier, Australian feather¬ 
weight prospect Alexander Vol- 
kanovski (19-1) won his 16th 
straight bout in the PPV opener, 
stopping veteran Chad Mendes 
with right hands in the second 
round of a back-and-forth bout. 
Michael Chiesa also won his 
welterweight debut with a sec¬ 
ond-round submission of former 
champ Carlos Condit, who lost his 
fifth straight fight. 

Former UFC lightweight 
champion B J Penn tapped out for 
the first time in his MMA career, 
losing to Brazilian jiu-jitsu whiz 
Ryan Hall on a heel hook in the 
first round. Penn (16-13-2), an 
MMA pioneer who turned 40 this 
month, is 0-6-1 in his last seven 
fights since 2010. 


Briefly 

Wizards’ Wall out 6-8 months for heel surgery 


Associated Press 

Washington point guard John Wall will 
have season-ending surgery to address 
bone spurs in his left heel, the latest blow 
to the reeling Wizards. 

The Wizards announced Saturday night 
that the five-time All-Star will undergo the 
surgery in Green Bay, Wisconsin sometime 
in the next few days. Wall was told earlier 
Saturday that surgery was the best option, 
and he and the team conferred hours later 
before a final decision was made. 

“I’ve been with him for almost three 
years,” Washington coach Scott Brooks 
said Saturday before the Wizards hosted 
Charlotte. “He’s as tough as they come. He 
never complained. He wanted to compete 
for his team, but it got to a point where he 
had to make some tough decisions. And 
that’s why he met with a specialist.” 

Wall has yet to address the surgical op¬ 
tion publicly. He walked through the Wiz¬ 


ards’ locker room Saturday night with a 
gray protective boot on his left foot. The 
Wizards tried to manage his pain situa¬ 
tion by limiting him in some practices and 
shootarounds, but rest is no longer the best 
option. 

The Wizards said Wall will undergo a 
debridement, a repair of a Haglund’s defor¬ 
mity — described as a bony enlargement 
on the back of the heel — and a repair of 
a chronic Achilles tendon injury. He is ex¬ 
pected to be sidelined six to eight months. 

Wall played in 32 of Washington’s 36 
games this season entering Saturday, av¬ 
eraging 20.7 points and 8.7 assists even 
while dealing with the heel pain — which 
has been an issue for him many times over 
the past two to three years. But the Wiz¬ 
ards have struggled this season, with the 
24th-best record in the 30-team NBA to 
this point, and losing Wall is obviously a 
significant blow. 


Pats’ Edelman fined $63,504 

NEW YORK — New England receiver 
Julian Edelman has been fined $63,504 for 
three separate instances of unnecessary 
roughness in a victory over Buffalo, only 
one of which was penalized. 

Cleveland quarterback Baker Mayfield 
was fined $10,026, but not for staring down 
former coach Hue Jackson in the closing 
minutes of the Browns’ win over Cincin¬ 
nati. Mayfield’s fine was for a lewd gesture 
during a touchdown celebration on the 
sideline. 

Edelman was fined twice for $26,739 
apiece and once for $10,026. The only 
penalty came when he blocked Buffalo’s 
Siran Neal after calling for a fair catch on 
a punt. 

New York Jets coach Todd Bowles was 
fined $25,000 for criticizing officials in 
levies announced Saturday. Bowles said he 


“thought we were playing two teams” after 
the Jets were flagged 16 times for a team- 
record 172 yards in a 44-38 overtime loss 
to Green Bay. 

Sweden thwarts US rally 

VICTORIA, British Columbia — Adam 
Boqvist scored at 3:51 of overtime to give 
Sweden a 5-4 victory over the United 
States on Saturday night in the world junior 
hockey championship after Ryan Phoeh- 
ling scored twice in the final 37 seconds to 
force the extra period. 

Minnesota-Duluth defenseman Mikey 
Anderson began a US. comeback with a 
power-play goal with 10:26 to go. Phoeh- 
ling assisted on the goal, and tied it with a 
natural hat trick in the final 6:35. The St. 
Cloud State sophomore had a power-play 
goal, then — with goalie Kyle Keyser off 
for an extra attacker — scored with 37 and 
24 seconds to go. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Kentucky routs Louisville 


By Gary B. Graves 

Associated Press 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Tyler Herro better get used 
to being the center of attention after a career perfor¬ 
mance that also showed how No. 16 Kentucky has 
progressed since its season-opening blowout loss to 
Duke. 

The freshman guard had a career-high 24 points, 
Keldon Johnson added 15 and the Wildcats beat 
Louisville 71-58 on Saturday in this fierce Bluegrass 
rivalry. 

A close game for 10 minutes quickly swung to¬ 
ward the Wildcats (10-2) behind an 11-0 run for a 
31-17 lead. The spurt typified their success on both 
ends. They kept the Cardinals (9-4) from passing 
and driving inside and grabbed offensive rebounds 
leading to second and third chances. 

Herro thrived the most, making his first three 
attempts on the way to finishing lO-for-13 from the 
field with four three-pointers. That surpassed his 


previous best of 18 achieved twice, most recently on 
Dec. 1 against UNC Greensboro. 

“I felt like I was in a rhythm since warmups,” said 
Herro, who has averaged 16.7 points over his past 
six games. 

Johnson was just 5-for-13 but helped Kentucky 
keep a double-digit lead for much of the final 30 
minutes. The Wildcats won their third in a row over¬ 
all and 10 th of 12 in the Bluegrass rivalry. 

Kentucky’s latest victory was more notable, com¬ 
ing a week after it controlled then-No. 9 North 
Carolina 80-72 in Las Vegas. Though the most chal¬ 
lenging part of the Wildcats’ season begins with 
next week’s Southeastern Conference opener at 
Alabama, they appeared to have turned a corner in 
many phases since the Blue Devils thumped them 
118-84 last month. 

Christen Cunningham had a season-high 20 points 
and Jordan Nwora 17 for Louisville, which shot just 
36 percent. 





Timothy D. Easley/AP 

Kentucky guard Tyler Herro attempts to drive past Louisville guard 
Khwan Fore. Herro scored a career-high 24 points to lead his team 
to a 71-58 win Saturday. 


Top 25 roundup 


Unranked Princeton shocks No. 17 Arizona State 



Ralph Freso/AP 

Arizona State guard Luguentz Dort reacts to the team’s 67-66 loss Saturday to Princeton. 


Associated Press 

TEMPE, Ariz. — Richmond 
Aririguzoh sank two free throws 
with 24.8 seconds remaining and 
Princeton held on to stun No. 17 
Arizona State 67-66 on Saturday, 
a week after the Sun Devils had 
beaten then-No. 1 Kansas on the 
same floor. 

The Tigers (7-5) beat a ranked 
opponent for the first time since 
a victory over then-No. 25 Har¬ 
vard in 2012. Princeton beat a top 
17 team for the first time since a 
victory over UCLA in the NCAA 
Tournament in 1996. Princeton 
coach Mitch Henderson was a 
member of that Tigers team. 

In the back-and-forth contest 
Saturday, Arizona State (9-3) had 
three shots in the final seconds 
to win the game. But, as was the 
case most of the afternoon, the 
ball wouldn’t fall. 

Romello White had 18 points 
and 11 rebounds for the Sun Dev¬ 
ils, who never led by more than 
four points. 

No. 3 Tennessee 96, Tennes¬ 
see Tech 53: Grant Williams 
scored 25 points and went 10-for- 

11 from the floor to lead a strong 
shooting performance for the host 
Volunteers. 

Tennessee shot a season-high 
63.8 percent (37-for-58), aided by 

12 dunks. The Volunteers were 
shooting above 70 percent for 
much of the game before missing 
seven of their last eight attempts. 

Tennessee (11-1) has won seven 
straight overall and 16 consecu¬ 
tive home games ahead of South¬ 
eastern Conference competition 
next weekend. 

No. 5 Kansas 86, Eastern 
Michigan 63: Udoka Azubuike 
scored 23 points and grabbed 
nine rebounds in his return from 
an ankle injury, and the Jayhawks 
cruised past the visiting Eagles. 

Azubuike hit the ground run¬ 
ning after missing four games, 
scoring seven points in the first 
six minutes, highlighted by a cou¬ 
ple of and-one dunks. He finished 
with 14 in the first half and added 


nine in the second before being 
sat to rest. 

The 7-footer’s presence opened 
things up offensively for the Jay- 
hawks (11-1) as they racked up a 
season-high 25 assists and had 10 
players score. 

No. 6 Nevada 86, Utah 71: 

Caleb Martin scored a career- 
high 33 points, Jordan Caroline 
added 17, and the Wolf Pack won 
on the road. 

Jazz Johnson went 4-for-4 
from the beyond the arc as Ne¬ 
vada made 12 threes and shot 46 
percent from long range. Com¬ 
ing into the game, the Wolf Pack 
had made just 27 of their last 112 
three-point attempts. 

Nevada, which forced the Utes 
into 18 turnovers, remained just 
one of five undefeated NCAA Di¬ 
vision I teams. 

No. 8 Michigan State 88, 
Northern Illinois 60: Cassius 
Winston matched a career-high 


with six three-pointers and 
scored 24 points, leading the host 
Spartans. Michigan State (11-2) 
has won six straight heading into 
the Big Ten season. 

No. 12 Auburn 95, North 
Florida 49: Bryce Brown scored 
18 points and made five three- 
pointers, and the Tigers raced 
to a victory over the Ospreys 
with a smothering defensive 
performance. 

Auburn (11-2) forced 33 turn¬ 
overs and racked up 20 steals in 
its final nonconference tuneup 
before Southeastern Conference 
play. 

No. 13 Ohio State 82, High 
Point 64: C.J. Jackson scored 
14 of his 20 points in the second 
half and Kaleb Wesson added 17 
points as the host Buckeyes beat 
the Panthers. 

Luther Muhammed had a ca¬ 
reer-high 15 points to help Ohio 
State (12-1) get its sixth consecu¬ 


tive win. 

No. 14 North Carolina 82, 
Davidson 60: Cameron Johnson 
scored 17 points, Luke Maye had 
11 points and 14 rebounds, and 
the host Tar Heels beat the visit¬ 
ing Wildcats. 

Kenny Williams added 12 
points and Garrison Brooks had 
11 to help North Carolina (9-3) 
bounce back from its 80-72 loss to 
No. 16 Kentucky on Dec. 22 — the 
first time since 2014 that North 
Carolina had three losses before 
Christmas. 

Western Kentucky 83, No. 15 
Wisconsin 76: Dalano Banton 
nearly had a triple-double and the 
Hilltoppers rode the freshman to 
a win over the visiting Badgers. 

Banton had eight points, 13 
rebounds and 10 assists, helping 
Western Kentucky catch fire in 
the second half and beat an AP 
Top 25 opponent for the second 
time this season. 


Wisconsin (10-3) visited a mid- 
mqjor school for the first time 
since the 2014-15 season and 
couldn’t contend with the Hilltop¬ 
pers’ 67.8 percent shooting in the 
second half 

No. 19 Mississippi State 103, 

BYU 81: Aric Holman scored 
a career-high 28 points and 
Quinndary Weatherspoon had 27, 
leading the host Bulldogs to their 
ninth straight victory. 

In closing its nonconference 
schedule, Mississippi State also 
got 16 points from Tyson Carter 
and 11 each from Nick Weather- 
spoon and Reggie Perry. 

BYU (8-7) dropped its third 
straight game and is 0-3 against 
ranked opponents this season. 

No. 21 Buffalo 87, Canisius 
72: CJ Massinburg scored 22 
points and Nick Perkins added 18 
to help the Bulls close out their 
nonconference schedule with 
a victory over visiting Golden 
Griffins. 

Jeremy Harris added 17 points 
and nine rebounds, and Jayvon 
Graves contributed 10 points 
as Buffalo improved to 12-1 for 
the first time since the 1962-63 
season. 

No. 22 Houston 80, NJIT 59: 

Corey Davis Jr. scored 19 points, 
DeJon Jarreau had 13 and the 
host Cougars beat NJIT to remain 
undefeated. 

Brison Gresham had 11 points 
and seven rebounds and Armoni 
Brooks added 10 points for Hous¬ 
ton (13-0), which shot 50 percent 
overall and 63 percent in the sec¬ 
ond half The Cougars have won 
26 straight home games and set a 
school record for best nonconfer¬ 
ence record. 

No. 24 Iowa 72, Bryant 67: 

Tyler Cook scored 19 points with 
12 rebounds and the host Hawk- 
eyes held off the lowly Bulldogs 
in Iowa’s final tuneup before Big 
Ten play resumes next week. 

Jordan Bohannon had 17 points 
for the Hawkeyes (11-2), who 
swept their non-conference op¬ 
ponents for the first time since 
1986-87. 
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Frank Gunn, The Canadian Press/AP 

The Islanders’ Mathew Barzal, right, scores on Maple Leafs goalie 
Garret Sparks during the second period Saturday in Toronto. 

Roundup 


Barzal's hat trick 
boosts Islanders 


Associated Press 

TORONTO — John Tavares 
had a front-row seat for Mathew 
Barzal’s first-career hat trick a 
little over a year ago as his friend, 
teammate and captain. 

The New York Islanders cen¬ 
ter’s second three-goal game in 
the NHL left Tavares with a decid¬ 
edly different feeling Saturday. 

Barzal scored a natural hat 
trick in the second period, Valt- 
teri Filppula had a highlight-reel 
goal and the New York Islanders 
beat the Toronto Maple Leafs 4-0 
in their first game against Tava¬ 
res, their former captain. 

New York has won six of seven. 
Robin Lehner made 36 saves for 
his second shutout of the season, 
and Ryan Pulock had two assists. 

The Islanders pounded the 
Maple Leafs in a reunion with 
Tavares, who signed with Toronto 
as a free agent July 1. 

“Anticipation and a lot of un¬ 
known,” Tavares said of his emo¬ 
tions before puck drop. “Going 
against a lot of familiar faces ... 
I just tried to handle it as best I 
could. 

“Just wish I could have played 
better and got a better result.” 

The 28-year-old Tavares played 
nine seasons in New York, col¬ 
lecting 272 goals and 349 assists 
for 621 points in 669 games. 

“To have one hke tonight is ob¬ 
viously disappointing,” said Ta¬ 
vares. “It’s going to leave a sour 
taste. 

“Hopefully we can learn from 
this.” 

Garret Sparks stopped 24 shots 
as Toronto ended its five-game 
winning streak. 

“We all love Johnny,” said Bar¬ 
zal, the reigning NHL rookie of 
the year. “He was such a big part 
of this team. 

“We wanted to beat him. I’m 
sure he wanted to beat us.” 

Devils 2, Hurricanes 0: Rook¬ 
ie goalie MacKenzie Blackwood 
stopped 37 shots for his first 
shutout and Pavel Zacha scored 
short-handed as host New Jersey 
topped Carolina. 


Wild 3, Jets 1: Devan Dubnyk 
stopped 26 shots to help visiting 
Minnesota end a season-high 
five-game losing streak. 

Blackhawks 3, Avalanche 2 
(OT): Patrick Kane scored his 
second goal of the game 41 sec¬ 
onds into overtime as Chicago 
outlasted host Colorado. 

Sharks 7, Oilers 4: Erik 
Karlsson had a goal and three as¬ 
sists, Logan Couture and Melker 
Karlsson each scored twice, and 
San Jose beat slumping host 
Edmonton. 

Golden Knights 4, Kings 1: 

Malcolm Subban stopped 30 
shots to help Vegas beat host Los 
Angeles and snap the Kings’ four- 
game winning streak. 

Panthers 2, Flyers 1: Jona¬ 
than Huberdeau scored with 1:06 
left to cap a third-period rally and 
lift host Florida. 

Bruins 3, Sabres 2 (OT): Sean 
Kuraly scored 3:44 into overtime 
to give visiting Boston a win. 

Capitals 3, Senators 2: Tom 
Wilson and Tyler Lewington each 
had a goal and an assist in Wash¬ 
ington’s win over short-handed 
host Ottawa. 

Lightning 6, Canadians 5: 

Adam Erne scored twice in the 
third period, including the go- 
ahead goal with 1:02 left, and 
NHL-leading host Tampa Bay 
extended its point streak to 14 
games. 

Rangers 4, Predators 3: Jes- 
per Fast scored two goals, includ¬ 
ing the game winner, and added 
an assist as visiting New York 
snapped a three-game losing 

Stars 5, Red Wings 1: Alex¬ 
ander Radulov scored twice and 
host Dallas routed Detroit. 

Penguins 6, Blues 1: Sidney 
Crosby had a goal and three as¬ 
sists to lead surging Pittsburgh 
on the road. 

Canucks 3, Flames 2 (OT): 

Alex Edler scored 3:06 into over¬ 
time for visiting Vancouver. 

Coyotes 5, Ducks 4 (OT): Nick 
Schmaltz scored 33 seconds into 
overtime and visiting Arizona 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 39 30 7 2 62 166 116 

Toronto 39 26 11 2 54 144 109 

Buffalo 39 21 12 6 48 114 112 

Boston 39 21 14 4 46 110 103 

Montreal 39 20 14 5 45 125 126 

Florida 37 16 15 6 38 120 131 

Detroit 40 15 19 6 36 112 136 

Ottawa 39 15 20 4 34 123 153 

Metropoiitan Division 
Washington 37 24 10 3 51 135 106 

Columbus 38 22 13 3 47 123 116 

Pittsburgh 38 20 12 6 46 130 113 

N.Y. Islanders 37 20 13 4 44 111 101 

N.Y. Rangers 37 16 14 7 39 109 122 

Philadelphia 37 15 17 5 35 110 133 

Carolina 37 15 17 5 35 91 108 

New Jersey 37 14 16 7 35 109 127 

Western Conference 


Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Colorado 

Dallas 

Minnesota 

Chicago 

St. Louis 

Calgary 
San Jose 

Anaheim 

Vancouver 

Edmonton 

Arizona 

°^N*OTE 


38 24 12 

39 22 15 2 

39 19 13 7 

39 20 16 3 

37 18 16 3 

41 15 20 6 

36 15 17 4 

Pacific Division 

39 23 12 4 

40 21 12 7 

41 22 15 4 

40 19 15 6 

41 19 18 4 

38 18 17 3 

38 17 19 2 

39 15 21 3 . 

'E: Two points for a win, 


GF GA 

50 130 108 
46 114 101 
45 132 120 

43 106 103 
39 108 105 
36 119 149 
34 101 121 

50 133 107 
49 135 121 
48 123 114 

44 101 118 

42 124 129 
39 108 122 
‘ ■ 99 107 

89 117 
point 


for overtime loss. Top three teams In 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Saturday’s games 
New Jersey 2, Carolina 0 
San Jose 7, Edmonton 4 
Minnesota 3, Winnipeg 1 
Vegas 4, Los Angeies 1 
Boston 3, Buffaio 2, OT 
N.Y. islanders 4, Toronto 0 
Tampa Bay 6, Montreal 5 
Florida 2, Philadelphia 1 
Washington 3, Ottawa 2 
Pittsburgh 6, St. Louis 1 
Dallas 5, Detroit 1 
N.Y. Rangers 4, Nashville 3 
Chicago 3, Colorado 2, OT 
Arizona 5, Anaheim 4, OT 
Vancouver 3, Calgary 2, OT 
Sunday’s game 
Vegas at Arizona 

Monday’s games 
Nashville at Washington 
Vancouver at New Jersey 
Philadelphia at Carolina 
Pittsburgh at Minnesota 
N.Y. Islanders at Buffalo 
N.Y. Rangers at St. Louis 
Ottawa at Columbus 
Florida at Detroit 
Tampa Bay at Anaheim 
Los Angeles at Colorado 
Montreal at Dallas 
San Jose at Calgary 
Winnipeg at Edmonton 

Tuesday’s games 

Boston vs. Chicago at Notre Dame, 


Saturday 

Devils 2 , Hurricanes 0 

Carolina 0 0 0-0 

New Jersey 0 1 1-2 

Second Period— 1, New Jersey, Zacha 
6, 19:24 (sh). 

Third Period— 2, New Jersey, Greene 2 
(Hischier, Zacha), 19:27. 

Shots on Goal-Carolina 13-13-11-37. 
New Jersey 9-13-8—30. 

Power-play opportunities— Carolina 0 
of 5; New Jersey 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Carolina, McElhinney 7-5-1 
(29 shots-28 saves). New Jersey, Black¬ 
wood 2-1-0 (37-37). 

A-16,514 (16,514). T-2:36. 

Coyotes 5, Ducks 4 (OT) 

Arizona 13 0 1-5 

Anaheim 2 2 0 0-4 

First Period— 1, Anaheim, Kase 10 
(Montour, Ritchie), 0:46. 2, Anaheim, 
Sprong 4 (Henrique, Silfverberg), 13:37 
(pp). 3, Arizona, Ekman-Larsson 5 (Gal- 
chenyuk, Keller), 19:43 (pp). 

Second Period— 4, Anaheim, Henrique 
8 (Ritchie), 0:12.5, Arizona, Fischer 9 (Lyu- 
bushkin. Garland), 8:22. 6, Anaheim, Kase 
11 (Lindholm, Ritchie), 12:18. 7, Arizona, 
Cousins 4 (Crouse), 13:58.8, Arizona, Chy- 
chrun 3 (Schmaltz, Galchenyuk), 14:37. 

Overtime— 9, Arizona, Schmaltz 7 (Ek¬ 
man-Larsson, Keller), 0:33. 

Shots on Goal-Arizona 9-11-9-1-30. 
Anaheim 12-20-9—41. 

Power-play opportunities— Arizona 1 
of 3; Anaheim 1 of 5. 

Goalies-Arizona, Hill 7-3-0 (41 shots-37 
saves). Anaheim, Gibson 15-11-5 (30-25). 

A-17,174 (17,174). T-2:34. 


Canucks 3, Flames 2 (OT) 

Vancouver 110 1-3 

Calgary 110 0-2 

First Period— 1, Vancouver, Boeser 14 
(Edler, Baertschi), 5:08 (pp). 2, Calgary, 
Jankowski 6 (Hanifin), 14:30 (sh). 

Second Period— 3, Calgary, Hamonic 3 
(Jankowski), 8:46 (sh). 4, Vancouver, Pet- 
tersson 19 (Tanev), 11:37. 

Overtime— 5, Vancouver, Edler 4 (Bo¬ 
eser), 3:06. 

Shots on Goal— Vancouver 6-10-8-3— 
27. Calgary 13-9-8-3-33. 


Power-play opportunities— Vancouver 
1 of 4; Calgary 0 of 5. 

Goalies— Vancouver, Markstrom 16- 
10-3 (33 shots-31 saves). Calgary, Rittich 
12-4-3 (27-24). 

A-19,289 (19,289). T-2:35. 

Blackhawks 3, Avalanche 2 (OT) 

Chicago 2 0 0 1-3 

Colorado 110 0-2 

First Period— 1, Chicago, DeBrincat 
18 (Kane, Strome), 1:46 (pp). 2, Chicago, 
Kane 21 (Strome, Anisimov), 9:38. 3, Col¬ 
orado, Rantanen 17 (Landeskog, Barrie), 
17:04 (pp). 

Second Period— 4, Colorado, MacKin¬ 
non 23 (Andrighetto, Nemeth), 18:21. 

Overtime— 5, Chicago, Kane 22 (Toews, 
Gustafsson), 0:41 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Chicago 15-9-11-2-37. 
Colorado 16-9-7-32. 

Power-play opportunities— Chicago 2 
of 5; Colorado 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Chicago, Delia 3-0-0 (32 

shots-30 saves). Colorado, Varlamov 11- 
8-4 (37-34). 

A-18,028 (18,007). T-2:32. 

Penguins 6, Blues 1 

Pittsburgh 1 3 2-6 

St. Louis 0 1 0-1 

First Period— 1, Pittsburgh, Crosby 17 
(Hornqvist, Kessel), 0:48 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Pittsburgh, Riikola 
1 (Brassard, Pearson), 5:13 (pp). 3, Pitts¬ 
burgh, Aston-Reese 5 (Crosby, Letang), 
7:17. 4, Pittsburgh, Hornqvist 14 (Letang, 
Kessel), 9:25 (pp). 5, St. Louis, Perron 13 
(Steen, O’Reilly), 14:36. 

Third Period— 6 , Pittsburgh, Guentzel 
16 (Crosby, Dumoulin), 3:05.7, Pittsburgh, 
Malkin 12 (Letang, Kessel), 3:38 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Pittsburgh 12-6-12— 
30. St. Louis 8-12-11-31. 

Power-play opportunities —Pittsburgh 
4 of 4; St. Louis Oof 2. 

Goalies— Pittsburgh, Murray 9-5-1 (31 
shots-30 saves). St. Louis, Binnington 0- 


Stars 5, Red Wings 1 

Detroit 0 0 1-1 

Dallas 0 3 2-5 

Second Period— 1, Dallas, Comeau 4 
(Fedun, Faksa), 5:11.2, Dallas, Radulov 12 
(Janmark, LIndell), 11:11. 3, Dallas, Radu¬ 
lov 13 (Seguin, Spezza), 14:43 (pp). 

Third Period-4, Dallas, Pitlick 6 (Co¬ 
meau, Faksa), 0:31. 5, Dallas, Spezza 6, 
2:20. 6, Detroit, Larkin 17 (Nielsen, Ny- 
quist), 3:52 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Detroit 7-9-18-34. Dal¬ 
las 17-16-9-42. 

Power-play opportunities— Detroit 1 
of 4; Dallas 1 of 2. 

Goalies- Detroit, Bernier 5-10-2 (42 
shots-37 saves). Dallas, Bishop 13-9-1 
(34-33). 

A-18,532 (18,532). T-2:36. 

Rangers 4, Predators 3 

N.Y. Rangers 1 1 2-4 

Nashville 1 2 0-3 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Rangers, Kreider 
20 (Zibanejad, Hayes), 2:42 (pp). 2, Nash¬ 
ville, Bonino 7 (Ekholm, Fiala), 8:43 (pp). 

Second Period— 3, N.Y. Rangers, Fast 
4 (Kreider, Zibanejad), 3:51. 4, Nashville, 
Fiala 7, 4:44. 5, Nashville, Bonino 8 (Fiala, 
C.Smith), 10:35 (pp). 

Third Period— 6 , N.Y. Rangers, Staal 3 
(Fast, Zibanejad), 4:23. 7, N.Y. Rangers, 
Fast 5 (Zibanejad, Kreider), 7:35. 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Rangers 8-10-4— 
22. Nashville 17-11-9-37. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 1 of 2; Nashville 2 of 5. 

Goalies— N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 11- 
9-7 (37 shots-34 saves). Nashville, Rinne 
14-10-1 (22-18). 

A-17,673 (17,113). T-2:37. 

Islanders 4, Maple Leafs 0 

N.Y. Islanders 1 3 0-4 

Toronto 0 0 0-0 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Islanders, Filppula 
9 (Dal Colle, Pulock), 9:35. 

Second Period— 2, N.Y. Islanders, Bar¬ 
zal 8 (Beauvillier, Boychuk), 2:49. 3, N.Y. 
Islanders, Barzal 9 (Leddy, Nelson), 4:56 
(pp). 4, N.Y. Islanders, Barzal 10 (Pulock), 
10:33. 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Islanders 10-10- 
8-28. Toronto 10-8-18-36. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Is¬ 

landers 1 of 3; Toronto 0 of 2. 

Goalies— N.Y. Islanders, Lehner 8-6-3 
(36 shots-36 saves). Toronto, Sparks 6-2- 
1 (28-24). 

A-19,514 (18,819). T-2:28. 

Capitals 3, Senators 2 

Washington 2 1 0-3 

Ottawa 0 1 1-2 

First Period— 1, Washington, Wilson 11 
(Kuznetsov, Lewington), 7:12.2, Washing¬ 
ton, Lewington 1 (Backstrom, Siegentha- 
ler), 16:00. 

Second Period— 3, Washington, Bowey 
1 (Wilson), 1:01.4, Ottawa, White 10 (Tka- 
chuk. Stone), 4:22. 

Third Period— 5, Ottawa, Stone 18 
(Tkachuk, White), 16:30. 

Shots on Goal— Washington 10-7-7— 
24. Ottawa 7-13-13-33. 

Power-play opportunities— Washing¬ 
ton 0 of 0; Ottawa 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Washington, Copley 9-2-1 (33 
shots-31 saves). Ottawa, Hogberg 0-1-0 
(24-21). 

A-16,808 (18,572). T-2:32. 


Lightning 6, Canadiens 5 

Montreal 3 2 0-5 

Tampa Bay 2 2 2-6 

First Period— 1, Montreal, Shaw 10 
(Kotkaniemi, Tatar), 9:44 (pp). 2, Montreal, 
Agostino 2 (Benn, Danault), 10:00.3, Tampa 
Bay, Gourde 11 (Erne, McDonagh), 14:12.4, 
Tampa Bay, Stralman 2,17:07.5, Montreal, 
Benn 2 (Danault, Gallagher), 17:35. 

Second Period— 6 , Tampa Bay, Kuch- 
erov 18 (Hedman, Point), 7:55 (pp). 7, 
Tampa Bay, Johnson 18 (Sergachev, 
Kucherov), 8:33.8, Montreal, Kulak 1 (Da¬ 
nault, Tatar), 12:19. 9, Montreal, Shaw 11 
(Weber, Lehkonen), 13:11. 

Third Period— 10, Tampa Bay, Erne 5 
(Hedman, Stralman), 9:36.11, Tampa Bay, 
Erne 6 (Gourde, Cirelli), 18:58. 

Shots on Goal— Montreal 18-14-6—38. 
Tampa Bay 9-10-13—32. 

Power-play opportunities— Montreal 
1 of 3; Tampa Bay 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Montreal, NiemI 5-4-1 (32 
shots-26 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 
14-3-2 (38-33). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:37. 

Bruins 3, Sabres 2 (OT) 

Boston 10 1 1-3 

Buffalo 110 0-2 

First Period— 1, Buffalo, Scandella 2 
(Reinhart, Skinner), 4:40. 2, Boston, Ac- 
ciari 1,9:30. 

Second Period— 3, Buffalo, Larsson 4 
(Rodrigues, Scandella), 5:43 (sh). 

Third Period— 4, Boston, DeBrusk 11 
(Krug, Pastrnak), 17:31 (pp). 

Overtime— 5, Boston, Kuraly 3 (Miller, 
Grzelcyk), 3:44. 

Shots on Goal-Boston 14-7-18-3-42. 
Buffalo 7-14-5-2-28. 

Power-play opportunities— Boston 1 
of 4; Buffalo 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Boston, Rask 9-8-2 (28 shots- 
26 saves). Buffalo, Hutton 13-11-3 (42-39). 
A-19,070 (19,070). T-2:28. 

Panthers 2 , Fiyers 1 

Philadelphia 1 0 0-1 


behere 5 (Weal, Laughton), 1:45. 

Third Period— 2, Florida, Hoffman 18 
(Huberdeau, Barkov), 13:16 (pp). 3, Flor¬ 
ida, Huberdeau 10 (Dadonov, Barkov), 
18:54. 

Shots on Goal-Philadelphia 12-8-15- 
35. Florida 14-9-13-36. 

Power-play opportunities— Philadel¬ 
phia 0 of 2; Florida 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Philadelphia, Hart 2-2-0 (36 
shots-34 saves). Florida, Reimer 7-7-3 
(35-34). 

A-15,737 (19,250). T-2:29. 

Sharks 7, Oilers 4 

San Jose 2 2 3-7 

Edmonton 1 0 3-4 

First Period— 1, Edmonton, McDavid 20 
(DraisaitI, Rattle), 6:28.2, San Jose, Dons- 
koi 7 (HertI, E.Karlsson), 6:44. 3, San Jose, 
HertI 14 (E.Karlsson, Burns), 10:13. 

Second Period— 4, San Jose, Couture 
14 (Thornton, Pavelski), 6:39. 5, San Jose, 
E.Karlsson 3 (Donskoi, Goodrow), 18:45. 

Third Period— 6, San Jose, M.Karlsson 
5 (Labanc, Burns), 2:41. 7, San Jose, Cou¬ 
ture 15 (Kane), 8:25 (sh). 8, Edmonton, 
C.Jones 1 (Caggiula, Rattle), 10:40. 9, San 
Jose, M.Karlsson 6 (E.Karlsson, Good- 
row), 14:09. 10, Edmonton, DraisaitI 19 
(Lucic, Banning), 16:53. 11, Edmonton, 
McDavid 21 (Rattle, Wideman), 19:54. 

Shots on Goal-San Jose 12-16-12-40. 
Edmonton 12-7-7-26. 

Power-play opportunities— San Jose 0 
of 3; Edmonton 0 of 1. 

Goalies— San Jose, M.Jones 16-8-4 (26 
shots-22 saves). Edmonton, Talbot 7-11-2 
(40-33). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:29. 

Golden Knights 4, Kings 1 

Vegas 1 1 2-4 

Los Angeles 1 0 0-1 

First Period— 1, Vegas, Carrier 8 (Ea- 
kin, Holden), 4:55.2, Los Angeles, Kopitar 
9 (Walker, lafallo), 19:55. 

Second Period— 3, Vegas, Tuch 13 
(Stastny), 12:26. 

Third Period— 4, Vegas, Karlsson 15 
(Schmidt), 3:20.5, Vegas, Stastny 4 (Tuch, 
Schmidt), 17:28. 

Shots on Goal-Vegas 12-12-8-32. Los 
Angeles 8-7-16—31. 

Power-play opportunities— Vegas 0 of 
1; Los Angeles 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Vegas, Subban 1-5-0 (31 
shots-30 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 5-9- 
2 (31-28). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:28. 

Wild 3, Jets 1 

Minnesota 1 1 1-3 

Winnipeg 0 0 1-1 

First Period— 1, Minnesota, Bartkows- 
ki 1 (Foligno),9:28. 

Second Period— 2, Minnesota, Coyle 6 
(Parise, Kunin), 2:17. 

Third Period— 3, Winnipeg, Laine 24 
(Byfuglien, Wheeler), 7:21 (pp). 4, Minne¬ 
sota, Fehr 5 (Parise), 19:13. 

Shots on Goal— Minnesota 11-7-7—25. 
Winnipeg 6-10-11—27. 

Power-play opportunities— M i n nesota 
0 of 0; Winnipeg 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Minnesota, Dubnyk 13-13-3 
(27 shots-26 saves). Winnipeg, Helle- 
buyck 16-11-1 (24-22). 

A-15,321 (15,321). T-2:24. 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Miami 

Charlotte 

Orlando 

Washington 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


17 21 .447 9'/2 

9 28 .243 17 

Southeast Division 

17 17 .500 - 

17 18 .486 '/2 

15 19 .441 2 

14 23 .378 4'/2 

11 24 .314 6'/2 

Centrai Division 

25 10 .714 - 

24 12 .667 l'/2 

16 17 .485 8 

10 26 .278 15'/2 

8 29 .216 18 


Western Conference 


Houston 
San Antonio 
Memphis 
Dallas 

New Orleans 


20 15 .571 

20 17 .541 1 

18 17 .514 2 

16 18 .471 3'/2 


Northwest Division 


11 .676 

12 .647 

20 16 .556 


Portland 

Utah IB IB .4Bb bl'2 

Minnesota 16 19 .457 7'/2 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 24 13 .649 - 

L.A. Clippers 21 15 .583 2'/2 

L.A. Lakers 20 16 .556 3'/2 

Sacramento 19 16 .543 4 

Phoenix 9 28 .243 15 

Friday’s games 
Charlotte 100, BrooTclyn 87 
Chicago 101, Washington 92 
Indiana 125, Detroit 88 
Orlando 116, Toronto 87 
Atlanta 123, Minnesota 120, OT 
Miami 118, Cleveland 94 
New Orleans 114, Dallas 112 
Denver 102, San Antonio 99 
Oklahoma City 118, Phoenix 102 
L.A. Clippers 118, L.A. Lakers 107 
Saturday’s games 
Milwaukee 129, Brooklyn 115 
Houston 108, New Orleans 104 
Washington 130, Charlotte 126 
Atlanta 111, Cleveland 108 
Boston 112, Memphis 103 
Utah 129, New York 97 
Denver 122, Phoenix 118 
Golden State 115, Portland 105 
San Antonio 122, L.A. Clippers 111 
Sunday’s games 
Detroit at Orlando 
Chicago at Toronto 
Minnesota at Miami 
Oklahoma City at Dallas 
Philadelphia at Portland 
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers 
Monday’s games 
Atlanta at Indiana 
Orlando at Charlotte 
Boston at San Antonio 
Memphis at Houston 
Dallas at Oklahoma City 
Minnesota at New Orleans 
Golden State at Phoenix 

Tuesday’s games 
Utah at Toronto 
Detroit at Milwaukee 
New York at Denver 
Portland at Sacramento 
Philadelphia at L.A. Clippers 

Saturday 

Rockets 108, Pelicans 104 

HOUSTON - House Jr. 5-8 2-4 15, Tuck¬ 
er 1-9 2-2 5, Capela 3-6 0-0 6, Harden 10- 
25 14-14 41, Gordon 9-14 1-2 21, Nene 2-3 
1-2 5, Green 1-4 2-2 5, Rivers 4-12 0-2 10. 
Totals 35-81 22-28 108. 

NEW ORLEANS - Hill 1-3 0-0 2, Davis 

6-13 8-10 22, Randle 10-19 2-4 23, Holiday 
9-20 1-1 20, Moore 9-19 0-0 21, Johnson 0- 
1 0-0 0, Okafor 1-2 0-0 2, Frazier 3-7 0-0 
7, Jackson 0-2 0-0 0, I.CIark 2-6 2-2 7, Wil¬ 
liams 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 41-92 13-17 104. 
Houston 30 23 24 31-108 

New Orleans 20 30 26 28-104 

Three-Point Goals—Houston 16-46 
(Harden 7-17, House Jr. 3-5, Gordon 2-5, 
Rivers 2-8, Green 1-4, Tucker 1-7), New 
Orleans 9-28 (Moore 3-6, Davis 2-3, Randle 
1-2, I.CIark 1-3, Frazier 1-3, Holiday 1-7, 
Hill 0-1, Johnson 0-1, Jackson 0-2). Fouled 
Out— None. Rebounds—Houston 39 (Hard¬ 
en 9), New Orleans 45 (Randle, Davis 11). 
Assists—Houston 21 (Rivers 7), New Or¬ 
leans 25 (Holiday 9). Total Fouls—Houston 
20, New Orleans 23. A-17,555 (16,867). 

Wizards 130, Hornets 126 

CHARLOTTE - Batum 2-7 3-3 8, Wil¬ 
liams 7-14 0-0 17, Zeller 3-6 2-2 8, Walker 
18-29 5-8 47, Lamb 4-12 4-6 13, Kidd-Gil- 
christ 5-6 1-1 11, Hernangomez 1-5 0-0 2, 
Graham 4-6 2-2 11, Monk 3-5 2-2 9. Totals 
47-90 19-24 126. 

WASHINGTON - Ariza 8-17 4-4 24, 
Green 5-13 2-2 13, Bryant 9-13 3-3 21, 
Satoransky 6-11 4-6 20, Beal 7-19 4-5 19, 
Dekker 6-10 0-0 13, Brown Jr. 3-4 2-2 9, 
Randle 4-6 2-2 11. Totals 48-93 21-24 130. 
Charlotte 29 32 31 34-126 

Washington 27 40 27 36-130 

Three-Point Goals-Charlotte 13-31 
(Walker 6-9, Williams 3-7, Graham 1-2, 
Monk 1-3, Batum 1-4, Lamb 1-4, Zeller 
0-1, Hernangomez 0-1), Washington 13- 
37 (Satoransky 4-7, Ariza 4-10, Randle 
1-2, Brown Jr. 1-2, Dekker 1-3, Green 1-5, 
Beal 1-6, Bryant 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Charlotte 41 (Zeller 9), Wash¬ 
ington 42 (Bryant 10). Assists—Charlotte 
22 (Graham 5), Washington 35 (Ariza 9). 
Total Fouls—Charlotte 29, Washington 
18. Technicals-Beal. A-17,197 (20,356). 


Jazz 129, Knicks 97 

NEW YORK - Knox 4-12 1-2 12, Vonleh 

3- 5 5-6 13, Kornet 5-11 0-0 14, Mudiay 6-11 
0-0 13, Hardaway Jr. 5-13 6-7 18, Hezonja 
0-0 0-0 0, Thomas 1-2 0-0 2, Kanter 0-6 0- 
0 0, Ntilikina 1-7 0-0 2, Burke 4-5 3-3 12, 
Trier 1-8 0-1 2, Dotson 2-6 3-3 9. Totals 32- 
86 18-22 97. 

UTAH - Ingles 1-5 4-4 6, Favors 5-8 0-0 
12, Gobert 10-12 5-6 25, Exum 6-11 1-1 13, 
Mitchell 6-14 1-1 15, Sefolosha 4-6 0-2 10, 
O’Neale 3-4 0-0 8, Niang 2-6 0-0 5, Udoh 

4- 5 0-0 8, Bradley 0-3 0-0 0, Neto 4-7 0-0 9, 
Mitrou-Long 1-2 0-0 3, Korver 5-10 0-0 15. 
Totals 51-93 11-14 129. 

New York 17 17 32 31- 97 

Utah 39 32 26 32-129 

Three-Point Goals—New York 15-32 
(Kornet 4-6, Knox 3-4, Vonleh 2-2, Dotson 
2-4, Hardaway Jr. 2-7, Mudiay 1-2, Burke 

1- 2, Kanter 0-1, Trier 0-1, Thomas 0-1, Nti- 
likina 0-2), Utah 16-36 (Korver 5-8, O’Neale 

2- 3, Favors 2-3, Sefolosha 2-4, Mitchell 2- 
6, Neto 1-2, Mitrou-Long 1-2, Niang 1-3, 
Exum 0-2, Ingles 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—New York 35 (Vonleh 9), Utah 
60 (Gobert 16). Assists-New York 17 
(Kornet, Mudiay 5), Utah 30 (Exum 13). 
Total Fouls-New York 19, Utah 27. Tech¬ 
nicals—Ingles. A—18,306 a8,306). 


Hawks 111, Cavaiiers 108 

CLEVELAND - Osman 8-12 4-6 22, 
Blossomgame 1-5 0-0 2, Nance Jr. 7-8 4-4 
18, Sexton 6-15 6-8 18, Burks 7-14 2-2 17, 
Jones 2-4 3-5 7, Frye 1-8 0-0 2, Dellavedo- 
va 2-5 2-2 7, Clarkson 6-14 2-2 15. Totals 
40-85 23-29 108. 

ATLANTA - Huerter 3-12 0-0 7, Collins 

6- 13 2-3 14, Len 5-12 2-2 12, Young 8-16 3-4 
21, Bazemore 2-9 1-2 5, Bembry 4-12 2-4 
11, Poythress 5-7 0-0 11, Plumlee 0-0 0-2 
0, Lin 2-3 2-4 7, Anderson 1-3 0-0 2, Carter 

7- 11 3-4 21. Totals 43-98 15-25 111. 

Cleveland 26 25 23 34-108 

Atlanta 23 34 27 27-111 

Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 5-23 
(Osman 2-4, Dellavedova 1-3, Clarkson 
1-4, Burks 1-4, Nance Jr. 0-1, Sexton 0-1, 
Blossomgame 0-2, Frye 0-4), Atlanta 10- 
37 (Carter 4-7, Young 2-6, Poythress 1-2, 
Lin 1-2, Huerter 1-5, Bembry 1-6, Collins 
0-1, Anderson 0-2, Len 0-3, Bazemore 0- 
3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Cleve¬ 
land 45 (Nance Jr. 15), Atlanta 52 (Collins 
12). Assists—Cleveland 27 (Nance Jr. 7), 
Atlanta 27 (Young 9). Total Fouls—Cleve¬ 
land 23, Atlanta 25. A-16 460 (18,118). 


Bucks 129, Nets 115 

BROOKLYN - Kurucs 0-5 2-2 2, Hollis- 
Jefferson 0-0 0-0 0, Allen 3-5 2-4 8, Dinwid¬ 
dle 3-7 2-410, Harris 5-8 1-115, Dudley 1-5 
0-2 3, Carroll 6-12 2-3 18, Faried 8-14 5-7 
21, Napier 9-15 10-12 32, Pinson 3-8 0-0 6. 
Totals 38-79 24-35 115. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 11-15 3-3 29, 
Antetokounmpo 13-17 3-5 31, Lopez 8-17 

1- 1 24, Bledsoe 2-7 2-2 6, Brogdon 6-14 3-3 
18, Wilson 2-6 2-2 7, Maker 0-3 0-0 0, Hill 

2- 7 0-0 6, Snell 1-3 0-0 3, Brown 2-7 0-0 5. 
Totals 47-96 14-16 129. 

Brooklyn 23 29 34 29-115 

Milwaukee 29 42 35 23-129 

Three-Point Goals—Brooklyn 15-35 
(Harris 4-5, Napier 4-7, Carroll 4-7, Din¬ 
widdle 2-4, Dudley 1-5, Faried 0-1, Kurucs 
0-3, Pinson 0-3), Milwaukee 21-51 (Lopez 
7-15, Middleton 4-6, Brogdon 3-7, Ante¬ 
tokounmpo 2-3, Hill 2-5, Wilson 1-2, Snell 
1-3, Brown 1-4, Maker 0-2, Bledsoe 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Brooklyn 
40 (Faried 10), Milwaukee 39 (Antetok¬ 
ounmpo 10). Assists—Brooklyn 28 (Napi¬ 
er 7), Milwaukee 30 (Antetokounmpo 10). 
Total Fouls—Brooklyn 17, Milwaukee 22. 
Technicals—Brooklyn coach Nets (De¬ 
fensive three second), Brooklyn coach 
Kenny Atkinson, Allen, Milwaukee coach 
Bucks (Defensive three second), Bled¬ 
soe, Milwaukee coach Mike Budenholzer. 
A-17,918 (17,500). 


Celtics 112, Grizzlies 103 

BOSTON - Tatum 3-6 0-0 7, Morris 7- 
13 4-4 22, Horford 6-12 1-1 18, Irving 8-16 

8- 8 26, Smart 3-7 1-1 8, Brown 3-3 0-1 6, 
Ojeleye 0-1 0-0 0, Hayward 6-111-114, Ya- 
busele 1-3 0-0 3, Theis 0-11-2 1, Rozier 3-7 
0-0 7. Totals 40-80 16-18 112. 

MEMPHIS - Anderson 5-6 0-0 10, Jack- 
son Jr. 5-7 4-6 15, Gasol 6-112-2 15, Conley 

9- 22 7-8 26, Temple 1-5 0-0 2, Green 2-5 2-2 
6, Noah 1-3 2-4 4, Mack 0-2 0-0 0, D.Brooks 

5-11 5-5 19, Selden 2-4 2-2 6. Totals 36-76 
24-29 103. 

Boston 29 18 32 33-112 

Memphis 26 38 23 16-103 

Three-Point Goals—Boston 16-36 
(Horford 5-7, Morris 4-9, Irving 2-4, Ta¬ 
tum 1-1, Smart 1-3, Yabusele 1-3, Rozier 
1-4, Hayward 1-4, Ojeleye 0-1), Memphis 
7-26 (D.Brooks 4-5, Jackson Jr. 1-3, Ga¬ 
sol 1-3, Conley 1-9, Green 0-1, Anderson 
0-1, Mack 0-1, Selden 0-1, Temple 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Boston 
36 (Tatum 8), Memphis 36 (Green 9). As¬ 
sists—Boston 29 (Irving 13), Memphis 24 
(Gasol 10). Total Fouls—Boston 24, Mem¬ 
phis 22. Technicals-Irving. A-17,794 
(18,119). 

Calendar 

Feb. 7 — Trade deadline, 3 p.m. EST. 

Feb. 16 — 3-point, slam dunk contests, 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Feb. 17 - NBA All-Star Game, Char¬ 
lotte, N.C. 

April 10 — Regular season ends. 

April 13 — Playoffs begin. 


Spurs 122, Clippers 111 

SAN ANTONIO - DeRozan 9-19 7-7 25, 
Gay 5-13 2-2 12, Aldridge 14-23 10-12 38, 
White 4-6 3-3 12, Forbes 4-8 0-0 10, Cun¬ 
ningham 0-1 0-0 0, Pondexter 0-0 0-0 0, 
Bertans 1-5 0-0 2, Eubanks 0-0 0-0 0, 
Poeltl 1-1 1-2 3, Mills 2-3 3-3 9, Belinelli 
4-8 2-2 11. Totals 44-87 28-31 122. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Harris 5-12 5-6 16, 
Gallinari 6-14 7-7 21, Marjanovic 1-2 2-3 

4, Gilgeous-Alexander 2-3 0-0 5, Bradley 
4-9 0-0 10, Harrell 8-13 5-8 21, Scott 2-7 
0-0 5, Gortat 1-2 0-0 2, Beverley 3-3 0-0 
8, Thornwell 0-0 1-2 1, Williams 4-14 8-10 
16, Wallace 0-3 2-2 2. Totals 36-82 30-38 
111 . 

San Antonio 32 24 39 27-122 

L.A. Clippers 30 26 19 36-111 

Three-Point Goals—San Antonio 6-23 
(Mills 2-3, Forbes 2-6, White 1-1, Belinelli 
1-3, Cunningham 0-1, DeRozan 0-1, Al¬ 
dridge 0-1, Gay 0-3, Bertans 0-4), L.A. Clip¬ 
pers 9-20 (Beverley 2-2, Bradley 2-2, Gal¬ 
linari 2-4, Gilgeous-Alexander 1-1, Harris 
1-3, Scott 1-5, Wallace 0-1, Williams 0-2). 
Fouled Out—Gay. Rebounds—San An¬ 
tonio 49 (DeRozan 13), L.A. Clippers 40 
(Gallinari 9). Assists—San Antonio 27 
(Forbes 7), L.A. Clippers 22 (Williams 7). 
Total Fouls—San Antonio 25, L.A. Clip¬ 
pers 25. Technicals—DeRozan, Gay. A— 
19,068 (18,997). 

Suns 118, Nuggets 122 

DENVER - Hernangomez 3-3 2-2 10, 
Jokic 8-11 7-8 23, Plumlee 3-5 1-2 7, Mur¬ 
ray 16-24 5-6 46, Craig 2-5 3-4 8, Lyles 1- 
3 0-0 2, Millsap 3-7 0-0 6, Morris 1-6 2-4 

5, Beasley 5-12 0-0 15. Totals 42-76 20-26 
122 . 

PHOENIX - Bridges 5-8 2-2 17, Warren 
9-18 1-2 22, Ayton 16-20 1-3 33, Melton 2- 
10 0-0 5, Booker 11-18 4-4 27, Oubre Jr. 2-5 
0-1 4, Jackson 2-4 0-0 5, Holmes 2-2 1-1 5, 
Okobo 0-3 0-0 0, Crawford 0-3 0-1 0. Totals 
49-91 9-14 118. 

Denver 36 26 28 32-122 

Phoenix 16 33 29 40-118 

Three-Point Goals—Denver 18-35 
(Murray 9-11, Beasley 5-9, Hernango¬ 
mez 2-2, Morris 1-4, Craig 1-4, Millsap 
0-1, Lyles 0-2, Jokic 0-2), Phoenix 11-29 
(Bridges 5-8, Warren 3-8, Jackson 1-1, 
Melton 1-4, Booker 1-5, Okobo 0-1, Craw¬ 
ford 0-1, Oubre Jr. 0-1). Fouled Out—Craig. 
Rebounds—Denver 40 (Hernangomez 9), 
Phoenix 37 (Ayton 14). Assists—Denver 
31 (Jokic 9), Phoenix 29 (Booker 8). Total 
Fouls—Denver 20, Phoenix 21. Techni¬ 
cals—Denver coach Nuggets (Defensive 
three second). A-14,975 (18,422). 

Warriors 115, Trail Blazers 105 



Butch Dill/AP 

Houston guard James Harden passes the ball during the first half 
of Saturday’s game in New Orleans. Harden finished with 41 points 
and five assists in the Rockets’ 108-104 win over the Pelicans. 


Roundup 


Harden scores 41 as 
Rockets keep rolling 


GOLDEN STATE - Durant 10-19 5-6 
25, Green 1-6 0-0 3, Looney 5-6 1-2 12, 
StCurry 6-15 11-14 25, Thompson 12-21 
4-4 32, McKinnie 0-1 0-0 0, Bell 0-1 0-0 0, 
Jerebko 2-3 2-2 8, Livingston 1-2 0-0 2, 
Cook 2-4 0-0 6, Iguodala 0-0 0-0 0, Evans 

1- 2 0-0 2. Totals 40-80 23-28 115. 

PORTLAND - Harkless 3-8 1-2 7, 
Aminu 3-8 2-2 9, Nurkic 8-14 5-7 21, Lillard 
14-23 6-7 40, McCollum 6-17 2-2 14, Lay¬ 
man 0-1 0-0 0, Collins 0-3 0-0 0, Leonard 

2- 4 0-0 4, Swanigan 0-0 0-0 0, Se.Curry 1-5 
0-0 3, Turner 1-5 0-0 2, Baldwin IV 0-0 2-2 
2, Stauskas 1-3 0-0 3. Totals 39-91 18-22 
105. 

Golden State 30 28 35 22-115 

Portland 27 23 33 22-105 

Three-Point Goals—Golden State 12- 
25 (Thompson 4-5, Jerebko 2-3, Cook 2-3, 
St.Curry 2-8, Looney 1-1, Green 1-2, Evans 
0-1, Durant 0-1, McKinnie 0-1), Portland 
9-31 (Lillard 6-13, Se.Curry 1-2, Aminu 
1-3, Stauskas 1-3, Layman 0-1, Leonard 
0-1, Harkless 0-3, McCollum 0-5). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Golden State 42 
(Green 9), Portland 46 (Nurkic 10). As¬ 
sists—Golden State 27 (St.Curry 8), Port¬ 
land 18 (Nurkic 7). Total Fouls-Golden 
State 18, Portland 17. Technicals—Green, 
Iguodala, Durant, Nurkic, Lillard, Port¬ 
land coach Terry Stotts. Ejected—Iguo¬ 
dala. A-19,797 (19,393). 


Warriors guard 
Klay Thompson 


Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — James 
Harden scored 41 points, becom¬ 
ing the first NBA player since 
Oscar Robertson to record at least 
35 points and five assists in seven 
consecutive games, to power the 
Houston Rockets to a 108-104 vic¬ 
tory over the New Orleans Peli¬ 
cans on Saturday night. 

Harden had 26 points in the 
first half and reached 40 for the 
third straight game. He was 7-for- 
16 from three-point range, made 
all 14 free throws and adcied six 



Anthony Davis looked sluggish 
a night after scoring a season- 
high 48 points in a victory over 
Dallas, taking only five shots in 
the first half and finishing with 
22 points. Julius Randle led 
the Pelicans with 23 points 
and 11 rebounds. 

Warriors 115, Trail Blazers 
105: Klay Thompson scored 
32 points, Stephen Curry and 
Kevin Durant each had 25 and 
Golden State avenged a loss 
from earlier this 
week, beating 
host Portland. 



Hawks 111, Cavaliers 108: 

Trae Young and Vince Carter 
each scored 21 points, John Col¬ 
lins added 14 points and 12 re¬ 
bounds, and Atlanta beat visiting 
Cleveland. 

Atlanta, enjoying a rare run of 
success in its first season of re¬ 
building under new coach Lloyd 
Pierce, has won five of six. 

Nuggets 122, Suns 118: 
Jamal Murray scored 46 points 
and made a career-high nine 
thre-pointers to carry Western 
Conference-leading Denver over 
host Phoenix. 

Wizards 130, Hornets 126: 

Trevor Ariza scored 24 points 
and was one of seven Washington 
players in double figures as the 
Wizards beat visiting Charlotte 
amid news five-time All-Star 
guard John Wall will have sea¬ 
son-ending surgery. 

Spurs 122, Clippers 111: 
LaMarcus Aldridge scored 38 
points and San Antonio beat host 
Los Angeles. 

Celtics 112, Grizzlies 103: 

Kyrie Irving had 26 points and 
13 assists, A1 Horford added 18 
points, including a pair of key 
three-pointers in the closing 1:32, 
and visiting Boston rallied for a 
victory over Memphis. 

Bucks 129, Nets 115: Giannis 
Antetokounmpo had 31 points, 10 
rebounds and 10 assists, helping 
to turn away Brooklyn’s attempt 
to rally from a 23-point deficit 
early in the fourth quarter, and 
host Milwaukee beat the under¬ 
manned Nets. 

Jazz 129, Knicks 97: Rudy 
Gobert had 25 points and 16 re¬ 
bounds as Utah beat visiting New 
York. 
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Clemson quarterback Trevor Lawrence (16) throws a pass under pressure from Notre Dame defensive lineman Daelin Hayes in the Tigers’ 
30-3 Cotton Bowl win Saturday. Lawrence threw for 327 yards and three touchdowns. 


Cotton ball: Tigers crush Irish 


Lawrence tosses three TDs to lead No. 2 Clemson back to CFP title game 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

ARLINGTON, Texas — When Clemson’s 
Dabo Swinney entrusted a team with cham¬ 
pionship aspirations to freshman quarterback 
Trevor Lawrence in September, this is what 
the Tigers’ coach had in mind. 

Lawrence threw for 327 yards and three 
touchdowns and No. 2 Clemson beat No. 3 Notre 
Dame 30-3 on Saturday in the Cotton Bowl to 
reach the College Football Playoff title game. 
The Tigers (14-0) will play No. 1 Alabama — a 
45-34 winner over No. 4 Oklahoma in the Or¬ 
ange Bowl — for a fourth straight season in the 
playoff on Jan. 7 in Santa Clara, Calif 

“He’s just so poised. He just sees it. And 
he’s got a gift of an arm,” Swinney said. “But I 
just love his humility and how consistent he is 
with his preparation, day in and day out. Easy, 
easy guy to coach. Easy guy to get behind and 
support. His teammates love him.” 

Clemson’s overpowering and experienced 
defensive line, led by ends Clelin Ferrell and 
Austin Bryant, smothered Ian Book and the 
Fighting Irish (12-1), holding them to 248 


yards. On offense, freshmen led the way. 

Lawrence, making his 10th career start, 
was 27-for-39 and did not throw an intercep¬ 
tion against a Notre Dame defense that had 
been one of the best in the country. Freshman 
receiver Justyn Ross had six catches for 148 
yards and two long touchdowns. 

“It makes it a lot easier on me when you just 
have guys all around you who are such great 
players and take that load off of you. There’s 
not much pressure when you have guys this 
good playing around you,” Lawrence said. 

The Irish hung around for a quarter, with the 
teams exchanging field goals. But in the first 
quarter, Notre Dame All-America comerback 
Julian Love went out with what coach Brian 
Kelly said after the game was a head injury 
and Lawrence started taking apart the Irish. 

Lawrence hooked up with Ross deep down 
the sideline and the big receiver beat Love’s 
backup, Donte Vaughn, for a tackle-breaking, 
52-yard score early in the second quarter. The 
Irish looked as if they might keep it close to 
halftime, but they couldn’t keep Clemson out 
of their backfield — even without suspended 
star tackle Dexter Lawrence. 


In the final 2 minutes, Trevor Lawrence 
connected with Ross on a 42-yard score and 
with Tee Higgins for a one-handed, 19-yard 
touchdown reception — again over Vaughn 
— with 2 seconds left in the second quarter. 
Lawrence was 13-for-15 for 229 yards in the 
quarter. 

“I wanted to help our team,” said Love, who 
passed concussion protocol at halftime and 
returned to the game. “And in a sense, I let 
them down in that regard.” 

That made it 23-3 at half and again the 
Fighting Irish looked outclassed against the 
best of the best. Not so different from the 42- 
14 loss to Alabama in the 2012 BCS champion¬ 
ship game or the 44-28 loss to Ohio State in the 
2016 Fiesta Bowl. Notre Dame is 0-8 in BCS 
and New Year’s Six games since winning the 
Cotton Bowl in 1993. 

Receiver Miles Boykin insisted this Notre 
Dame team was different. 

“I thought we played just as athletic as them 
and just as fast as them and it came down to 
execution and we didn’t execute today,” he 
said. 


Perkins’ 3 
TD passes 
lift Hokies 

By Steve Reed 
Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Shortly 
after winning the Belk Bowl and 
earning Virginia its first bowl 
victory since 2005, quarterback 
Bryce Perkins raised the bar. 

“This is the first step toward 
making big strides,” Perkins 
said. “Next year we want the 
Coastal Division — and the ACC 
championship.” 

That would mean knocking off 
perennial ACC power Clemson, 
which has won four straight con¬ 
ference titles. 

For now though, the Cavaliers 
(8-5) will have to settle for savor¬ 
ing a 28-0 victory over South Car¬ 
olina in the Belk Bowl, a win that 
snapped the longest bowl drought 
in the ACC. 

Perkins threw three touchdown 
passes to Olamide Zaccheaus, the 
game’s Most Outstanding Player, 
and Virginia’s 14th-ranked pass 
defense dominated a South Caro¬ 
lina team that had averaged more 
than 38 points over its previous 
five games. 

Perkins completed 22 of 31 
passes for 208 yards and ran 
for 81 yards. Zaccheaus had 12 
catches for 100 yards and Jor¬ 
dan Ellis ran for 106 yards and a 
touchdown as Virginia held more 
than a 24-minute edge in time of 
possession. 

Perkins said he felt chemistry 
with Zaccheaus the first day he 
transferred in last year from Ari¬ 
zona Western Community College 
— and his favorite target agreed. 

“The biggest thing with me 
and Bryce is we get along so well 
off the field — and that just car¬ 
ries over,” Zaccheaus said. “Even 
when I might not make a play or 
he might not make a play, it’s like, 
‘Who wants it on the next play?’ 
We’re the same that way.” 

Virginia’s defense put the clamps 
on quarterback Jake Bentley, who 
had thrown for 16 touchdowns 
over the previous five games, in¬ 
cluding a 510-yard, five-TD per¬ 
formance against Clemson earher 
this month. Bentley was limited to 
218 yards on 17-of-39 passing and 
was intercepted twice. 

South Carolina (7-6) was 2-for- 
13 on third down conversions and 
2-for-5 on fourth downs. 


Again: Saban says Tide will ‘need to play better than we did today’ 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Alabama jumped out to a 28-0 lead on 
the way to its 45-34 win in the Orange 
Bowl over Heisman Trophy winner Kyler 
Murray and Big 12 champion Oklahoma. 

“Really proud of our team. It’s a great 
win for us,” Saban said. “Oklahoma has got 
a great program and a great team, a great 
offensive team for sure, a lot of weapons, a 
lot of firepower.” 

Before Alabama had to rally to beat 
Georgia 35-28 in the SEC championship 
game, the closest margin for the Crimson 
Tide had been 24 points. That was 24-0 
over then-No. 18 Mississippi State on Nov. 


10 when they posted their second consecu¬ 
tive shutout victory. 

Since winning 28-26 at Texas A&M and 
27-23 against Syracuse in the first month 
of the season, Clemson has won its last 
nine games by an average margin of 37 
points. The closest game in that stretch 
was a 20-point win at then-No. 17 Boston 
College — on the same day as Alabama’s 
closest call in the regular season. 

The Crimson Tide will be going for their 
sixth national championship in Saban’s 12 
seasons. Swinney is in his 10th full season 
as Clemson’s coach. 

“Well, you know they’ve got a great pro¬ 


gram and great team and Dabo has done 
a great job there, and they’ve got a great 
program,” Saban said. “So I’m sure it’ll be 
a real challenge for us, and I’m sure we’ll 
need to play better than we did today.” 

Alabama beat fellow SEC team Georgia 
in last year’s CFP title game after a 24-6 
win over Clemson in its semifinal game at 
the Sugar Bowl. 

“We got our butts beat last year. I’m just 
thankful that we got back and had a bet¬ 
ter result,” Swinney said. “We make every 
game the biggest game of the year. We re¬ 
ally do. ... Our daily structure prepares us 
for this moment. I always tell them, we’re 


built for this.” 

Clemson won the 2016 championship — 
its only other national title was 1981 — with 
a 35-31 victory over Alabama after Hunter 
Renfrew, now a Tigers senior, caught a 2- 
yard TD from DeShaun Watson with a sec¬ 
ond remaining in Tampa. 

Alabama beat the Tigers 45-40 in Ari¬ 
zona for the 2015 title after the two teams 
combined for a 40-point fourth quarter. 

Before Alabama and Clemson, the last 
time the same two teams started and 
ended the season 1-2 in the AP poll was in 
2005. Southern Cal was No. 1 all season 
until losing to Texas and Vince Young in 
the national championship game. 







Monday, December 31,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 31 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Alabama rolls over OU 



John Bazemore/AP 


Florida defensive back Chauncey Gardner-Johnson makes the catch 
for an interception against Michigan during the second half of the 
Peach Bowl on Saturday in Atlanta. Florida won 41-15. 

Gators cap season 
by routing Michigan 



Lynne Sladky/AP 


Alabama running back Josh Jacobs jumps over Oklahoma cornerback 
Tre Brown, left, and linebacker Caleb Kelly during the first half of the 
Orange Bowl on Saturday in Miami Gardens, Fla. 


By Charles Odum 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Florida capped 
its big comeback season — and 
left Michigan reeling again. 

Lamical Ferine had a 5-yard 
scoring catch and 53-yard touch¬ 
down run to lead No. 10 Florida’s 
strong rushing attack Saturday, 
helping the Gators affirm their 
return to relevance with a 41- 
15 rout of No. 8 Michigan in the 
Peach Bowl. 

After finishing 4-7 in 2017, 
Florida enjoyed a dramatic turn¬ 
around in Dan Mullen’s first sea¬ 
son as coach. 

The victory put Florida (10-3) 
in position to enter next season as 
a Top 10 team. 

“In year one, to come here and 
to know where we were this time 
a year ago to where we are today, 
it’s special to me,” Mullen said. “... 
To finish as a 10-win season, one 
of the Top 10 teams in the coun¬ 
try, that’s pretty special.” 

Florida (10-3) closed the season 
with four straight wins. 

“I don’t know many teams 
that’d be lining up to play us right 
now,” Mullen said. 

Michigan (10-3) closed a prom¬ 
ising season with two straight 
lopsided losses. 

Feleipe Franks ran and passed 
for touchdowns to lead Florida’s 
offense. 

Chauncey Gardner-Johnson 
led Florida’s defense with two 
interceptions, including one re¬ 
turned 30 yards for a touchdown 
with less than five minutes re¬ 
maining. Gardner-Johnson’s first 
interception early in the second 
half, when Florida led only 13-10, 
set the tone for the Gators. 

“We showed a lot of heart and 
a lot of fight and treated it like a 
regular week,” Gardner-Johnson 


said. “I don’t know how they pre¬ 
pared. But I don’t think they pre¬ 
pared too well.” 

The Wolverines faced the un¬ 
enviable task of having four top 
starters, including top rusher 
Karan Higdon and leading tack¬ 
ier Devin Bush, skip the game to 
focus on the NFL Draft. 

Coach Jim Harbaugh said he 
thought his Michigan players re¬ 
covered from allowing 567 yards 
in a 62-39 loss to Ohio State to 
close the regular season, ending 
the Wolverines’ hopes for a spot 
in the College Football Playoff. 

“I thought they were ready. ... 
I thought they were emotionally 
ready, yeah,” Harbaugh said, add¬ 
ing he still considered the season 
to have been “very good.” 

“It would have been a great 
season had we won this game,” he 
said. “Didn’t get that done.” 

Harbaugh said he does not plan 
staff changes. 

Florida compiled 427 total 
yards, including 257 on the 
ground. 

Franks had a 20-yard scoring 
run in the second quarter and 
finished with 74 yards rushing 
on 14 carries while passing for 
173 yards. Ferine had 76 yards 
rushing. Jordan Scarlett ran for 
59 yards, including a 1-yard scor¬ 
ing run. 

Trailing 13-10, Michigan’s first 
possession of the second half 
began at its 48. The excellent 
scoring opportunity was only a 
prelude for disappointment. 

The Wolverines gained one first 
down before Shea Patterson’s 
pass over the middle was inter¬ 
cepted at the 3 by Gardner-John¬ 
son, whose 47-yard return to the 
Michigan 44 set up the Gators. 

Michigan had two apparent 
touchdowns negated following 
video reviews by officials. 


By Steven Wine 
Associated Press 

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. 
— Tua Tagovailoa threw for 318 
yards and four touchdowns and 
No. 1-ranked Alabama beat No. 
4 Oklahoma 45-34 on Saturday 
night in the College Football Play¬ 
off semifinal at the Orange Bowl. 

The high-scoring Sooners 
reached the semifinal despite a 
porous defense that was no match 
for Alabama’s diverse attack, and 
the Crimson Tide led 28-0 after 
only 17 minutes. 

Alabama (14-0) advanced to 
the national championship game 
for the fourth consecutive sea¬ 
son and will play Jan. 7 in Santa 
Clara, Calif, against familiar foe 
Clemson, which beat Notre Dame 
30-3 in the Cotton Bowl. Clem¬ 
son, ranked No. 2, and Alabama 
will face off in the playoffs for 
the fourth year in a row, and have 
split two title games. 

“They’ve got a great program 
and a great team,” Alabama coach 
Nick Saban said. “I’m sure it’ll be 
a great challenge for us, and I’m 
sure we’ll need to play better than 
we did today.” 

Tagovailoa’s performance in 
the semifinal argued for a Florida 
recount in the Heisman Trophy 
vote. He finished as the runner- 
up to Oklahoma’s Kyler Murray 
but won sweet consolation by 
completing 24 of 27 passes, with 
scores to four receivers. 

“It’s always good to see your 
hard work pay off,” said Tago¬ 
vailoa, who played on a sore left 
ankle. 

While Tagovailoa connected 
on his first nine passes for 184 
yards, Murray was sacked twice 
before he threw a pass, and his 
first completion came with his 
team already down 21-0. 

Murray had one brilliant mo¬ 
ment, a perfect deep throw on the 
move to Charleston Rambo in the 
end zone for a 49-yard score. He 
passed for 308 yards and ran for 
109 but took several jarring hits, 
including when All-America nose 
guard Quinnen Williams dis¬ 
lodged his helmet and forced him 
from the game for one play in the 
fourth quarter. 

The Sooners (12-2) were bowled 
over by the Crimson Tide. When 
Robert Barnes tried to stop Josh 
Jacobs in the open field, the Ala¬ 
bama running back lowered his 
head for the collision and contin¬ 
ued to the end zone for a 27-yard 
score while the Sooners safety 


Military Bowl 

Cincinnati vs. Virginia Tech 

AFN-Sports 
6 p.m. Monday GET 
2 a.m. Tuesday JKT 


spun to the turf, dazed and briefly 
unable to get up. 

“Our offense really controlled 
the tempo of the game,” Saban 
said. “The only time we really got 
stopped in the game is when we 
stopped ourselves.” 

In a matchup between the two 
highest-scoring offenses in the 
country, Oklahoma fell too far be¬ 
hind early. 

On the first snap, DeVonta 
Smith turned Tagovailoa’s short 
pass into a 50-yard gain. The 
Crimson Tide went on to score an 
Orange Bowl-record 21 points in 
the opening quarter. 

At one point the disparity in 
yards was 191-0. The most noise 
the Sooners mustered in the early 
going was when linebacker Ken¬ 
neth Murray talked trash with the 
Alabama bench — with his team 
trailing by three touchdowns. 

Saban wasn’t ready to relax, 
though, spiking his headset dur¬ 
ing one of his several sideline 
tirades. And sure enough, the 
Sooners mounted a rally, closing 
to within 11 points three times in 
the final 18 minutes. 

But two Oklahoma onside kicks 


Liberty Bowl 

Missouri vs. Oklahoma State 

AFN-Sports 
9:45 p.m. Monday GET 
5:45 a.m.Tuesday JKT 


failed, and Alabama ran the final 
4:23 off the clock after the Soon¬ 
ers’ last score. 

Quick start: Alabama took the 
opening kickoff and drove 75 
yards for a touchdown. Oklahoma 
was awarded a fumble recovery 
at the 1, but officials overturned 
the ruling following a replay re¬ 
view, and Damien Harris scored 
on the next play. 

The Sooners’ first three plays 
lost 6 yards, forcing a punt, and 
eight plays later, Tagovailoa hit 
Henry Ruggs III with a 10-yard 
touchdown pass. 

Tagovailoa threw deep to Jerry 
Jeudy for 40 yards to set up the 
Crimson Tide’s third score, and 
Jacobs’ catch and run for a touch¬ 
down made it 28-0. 

Takeaways: The Crimson Tide 
need one more win for their sixth 
national title in the past decade. 
They have a chance to finish 15- 
0, which hasn’t been done at the 
top level of college football since 
Penn went 15-0 in 1897. 

Saban moved closer to his sev¬ 
enth national title, which would 
break the record he shares with 
the Crimson Tide’s Bear Bryant. 


Gator Bowl 

NC State vs. Texas A&M 

AFN-Sports 
1:30 a.m. Tuesday GET 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday JKT 
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Major malfunction 

Nunes stuns ‘Cyborg’ Justino with 
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Alabama, Clemson win, 
will meet in playoff for 
4th consecutive year 

By Stephen Hawkins 
Associated Press 

A labama and Clemson, again. 

The top-ranked Crimson Tide and 
No. 2 Tigers both had double-digit 
wins in their semifinal games Sat¬ 
urday, setting up what has quickly become an 
annual postseason meeting. They will meet in 
the College Football Playoff for the fourth con¬ 
secutive year, the third time in the champion¬ 
ship game. 

And the winner this time will become the 
first 15-0 FBS champion. 

Alabama-Clemson Part IV, Nick Saban vs. 
Dabo Swinney, comes Jan. 7 on the opposite 
side of the country for both teams. The national 
title will be at the home stadium of the NFL’s 
San Francisco 49ers in Santa Clara, Calif. 

This matchup has seemed inevitable since 
the Tide and Tigers started the season ranked 
1-2. They will also likely finish that way, like 
they did two seasons ago when they began the 
season as the top two teams in the AP Top 25. 

Both have regularly been winning games by 
wide margins this year. 

Clemson freshman Trevor Lawrence threw 
for 327 yards and three touchdowns as the ACC 
champion Tigers beat No. 3 Notre Dame 30-3 
in the Cotton Bowl. 

“Phenomenal night,” Swinney said. 

SEE AGAIN ON PAGE 30 

Clemson coach Dabo Swinney, left, and Alabama’s 
Nick Saban, right, will meet in the College Football Playoff 
for the fourth straight year — and for the third time in the 
championship game — on Jan. 7 in Santa Clara, Calif. 

Photos by Michael Ainsworth, left, and Wilfredo Lee, right/AP 
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